HIST 2000:
Professionalization Seminar
Instructor: Michel Gobat
Tuesday, 5-5:50pm

This one hour one-credit course introduces graduate students to the discipline of
history and to Pitt’s graduate program in history. In addition, the course will enable
students to commence work on their MA essays. Our main goals are to gain a better
understanding of: a) the principal intellectual strengths of the history department; b)
degree requirements such as the MA thesis and the comprehensive exams; c) various
methodological approaches, such as social and gender history; d) fundamental
analytical skills, such as how to write a historiographical essay, how to use databases,
and how to edit your own work; and e) professional issues, such as participation in
conferences and academic associations.



