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Abstract: Burlesque Female Behemoths analyzes the rebirth 
of the American burlesque scene over the past two decades 
and considers the political and cultural landscapes that 



have allowed for the emergent movement known as neo-
burlesque. Particularly, it examines the communities of fat-
identified, queer femme dancers who vigorously challenge 
rampant fatphobia through the bump and shimmy of modern 
burlesque choreographies and routines. Rather than suggest 
a re-reading of fat, femme bodies through hegemonic notions 
of beauty, femininity, and ability, this dissertation engages 
recent scholarship on queer failure and reveals the 
transgressive nature of these performances that dare 
express fat and queer desire on stage. By considering fat, 
femme burlesque against the current moment of fat panic, 
this dissertation reveals the, often, political nature of these 
performances as they defy and attempt to dismantle 
neoliberal regimes of morality, responsibility, and shame. 
Burlesque Female Behemoths offers a reading of fat, femme 
performance as capable of producing a new body politic that 
subverts contemporary models of success, re-imagines 
queer failure through corporeal epistemologies, and causes 
paradigmatic shifts in categories of health, aesthetic, and 
desire to the benefit of all bodies. 
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Abstract: The right to belong and participate in some form of 
political community is the most fundamental social right 
there is. This dissertation argues that social rights have not 
been understood broadly enough, that there has not been 
enough attention paid to their historical roots, and that they 
must not be viewed as being simply passive welfare rights. 
Rather, they must be seen in their historical context, and 



they must be seen for what they are: a much larger and 
more substantive phenomenon than what liberal theory has 
projected: both theoretically and empirically. I am calling 
this body of discourse "the social citizenship tradition." This 
dissertation hopes to show that there was more than one 
definition of social citizenship historically and that social 
rights are certainly not "new." In surveying a vast literature 
in Britain, the United States, and Canada, it points to places 
where alternative social rights claims have entered politics 
and society. By looking at writings from these three 
countries over three centuries, the evidence points to some 
similarities as well as differences in how scholars 
approached questions of economic and social rights. In 
particular, similar arguments over labour and property 
figured prominently in all three countries. The contextual 
ground of right was different in each country but the voice of 
social action was similar. The objective here is to reunite 
this common tradition of social citizenship with its past. It is 
because of classical liberalism that social right has lost 
focus and power, and a whole tradition of political thinking 
has been lost. This tradition has been narrowed to the point 
that it might be unrecognizable to the more radical forces, 
those who also fought for it, in the American, Canadian and 
British pasts. 
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Abstract: This dissertation combines social and 
environmental history to explore colonialism in early 
America. In Middle America, near the confluence of the 
Mississippi, Missouri, and Ohio Rivers, power stemmed from 
control of the social and physical landscape. Indian nations 
and European empires faced the challenge of negotiating 
the region's river systems and its complicated social 
networks built on kinship ties. "Rivers of Power" follows the 
evolution of those social and spatial networks from about 
A.D. 1300, when the collapse of Cahokia, a Mississippian 
Indian chiefdom near present-day St. Louis, initiated a 
centuries-long power struggle, to the 1830s, when the U.S. 
empire conquered the midcontinent. Early American empires 
operated as a series of overlapping familial, economic, and 
diplomatic networks, and in the central Mississippi River 
Valley, these empires encountered similar networks within 
and between Indian nations. In this contested landscape, 
the control of space, especially key river crossings and 
confluences, became central to amassing and exerting 
influence. Along those waterways, Indian nations adapted to 
new pressures, but a Native political world continued to 
operate by its own cultural logic, even as European 
colonizers attempted to reshape and control it. Despite the 
many changes of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
power still flowed through the kinship networks that 
controlled river-based trade and diplomacy. Only in the first 
decades of the nineteenth century did Indian nations lose 
their authority over Middle America, as the U.S. subjugated 



and deported Indian peoples and dismantled Native-centered 
social networks. 
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Abstract: This dissertation looks at how teachers, unionists, 
and cultural workers used black history to offer new ways of 
thinking about racial knowledge from a local level. 
Numerous efforts to promote and teach this history 
demonstrated how dissident cosmopolitan political currents 
from previous decades remained relevant to a vibrant and 
ideologically diffuse African American public sphere despite 
widespread Cold War dispersions, white supremacist 
reactions, and anticommunist repressions. My argument 
proceeds by demonstrating how these public history 
projects coalesced around a series of connected 
pedagogical endeavors. These endeavors included the work 
of school teachers on Chicago's South side who tried to 
advance curriculum reforms through World War II and 
afterwards, the work of packinghouse workers and other 
union-focused educators who used anti-discrimination 
campaigns to teach about the history of African Americans 
and Mexican Americans in the labor movement and to 
advance innovative models for worker education, and the 
activities of important cultural workers like Margaret and 
Charles Burroughs who politicized urban space and fought 
for greater recognition of black history in the public sphere 
through the advancement of their vision for a museum. 
Collectively, these projects expressed important ideas about 
race, citizenship, education and intellectual labors that 
engaged closely with the rapidly shifting terrains of mid-20th 



Century civil rights and international anti-colonialisms. 
Ultimately, this dissertation offers a social history about 
how cosmopolitan cultural work in public history and similar 
forms of knowledge production were at the intersections of 
political realities and lived experience in U.S. urban life. 
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Abstract: This study traces origins, operation, successes 
and failures of the People-to-People program featured during 
the second term of the Eisenhower presidency. The program 
was a product of and a reaction to the Cold War 
international conflicts that emanated from diametrically 
opposed ideologies of democracies and the communist 
world. U.S. claims to the superiority of democracy over 
communism were rooted in immediate post-war America's 
quest for world leadership. The People-to-People campaign 
was a government-backed popular movement, which spread 
in the 1950s and expanded into the 1960s. It was partially 
coordinated and partially funded by the United States 
Information Agency during its first few years, with the 
expectation that it would attract private as well as 
grassroots support once it was launched. This dissertation 
explores People-to-People's various programs and projects 
including the Sister-Cities and the University chapter as 
models for secular voluntary movements of ordinary citizens 
who were committed to improving mutual understanding 
between peoples from different cultures. The idealistic 



nature of people-to-people diplomacy, along with a wide 
variety of personal and social stakes associated with 
international travel and relations, made the People-to-People 
University program one of the most popular student 
organizations on college campuses in the 1960s. People-to-
People's popularity and ideals at that time attracted young 
Americans and provided them with both the opportunity and 
the enthusiasm to interact with foreign peoples at the 
grassroots level. It also gave them a sense of belonging to a 
broader, constructive human network, which promoted an 
appreciation of diverse cultures and a way to contribute to 
building the "bonds of solidarity" among people of many 
nations during the contested period of the Cold War. 
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Abstract: Beginning in 1987, American Presidents have 
published a National Security Strategy (NSS), a public 
statement of their administration's grand strategy for the 
conduct of foreign policy. Despite breaking with a centuries-
old tradition of secrecy, NSS documents have been routinely 
dismissed by scholars and experts as little more than an 
exercise in public relations or "mere rhetoric." In this 
dissertation, I argue that such a dismissive attitude is 
unproductive because it overlooks important linkages 
between the public expression of foreign policy, the 
influence that symbolism and rhetoric have on threat 
perception and policy choice, and the diverse (and 
continually shifting) array of audiences that such documents 



reach and influence. I engage in a close rhetorical analysis 
of the NSS documents of Presidents Ronald Reagan, George 
W. Bush, and Barack Obama in order to make this argument. 
Additionally, I demonstrate that NSS documents are an 
important resource for comparatively evaluating various 
administrations' foreign policies, thus facilitating better 
deliberation over grand strategy. While NSS documents may 
not function as "blueprints" for foreign policy, they are an 
important site for grounding public argument over the future 
of American foreign policy in an increasingly uncertain 
world. 
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Abstract: The breaking of the color line by Jackie Robinson 
has been celebrated with increasing regularity by Major 
League Baseball (MLB), particularly since the 50 th 
anniversary of integration in 1997. Such celebrations 
exemplify a vision of the national pastime that sees it as an 
arena for democracy, racial mobility, and integration. In 
addition, the presence of such values helps to establish the 
game's role as a ritual for the nation. Borrowing from Jeffrey 
Alexander's "code approach," which emphasizes how social 
actors compete over the right to interpret commonly 
accepted cultural codes and thereby align themselves with 
the "sacred," my dissertation explains how movement 



activists, MLB elites, and the American sports media have 
attached new cultural meanings to baseball's relationship to 
racial inequality. Although baseball has experienced and 
been characterized by overt acts of prejudice and, later, 
institutionalized forms of discrimination, key events in the 
game's history have still been seen as the manifestation of 
egalitarian political principles by these key members of the 
baseball community. The MLB has also recently 
implemented robust diversity programs and is now 
recognized by many as a leader in diversity. Historically, the 
MLB's efforts could be dismissed as being largely symbolic 
and involving "token" gestures because of the persistence of 
discrimination, which limited the presence of African 
Americans in baseball. Nevertheless, a new transformation 
began with the 50th anniversary of the breaking of the color 
line as the baseball establishment realized the need to move 
beyond token gestures. Thus, a key question becomes 
precisely how baseball has been able to make tangible 
progress in the area diversity, particularly since the 50th 
anniversary of integration in 1997. In a similar way, we 
might ask about the institutional consequences associated 
with attempts, by a wide variety of movements, to bring 
greater racial equality to baseball in past decades. 
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Abstract: This dissertation analyzes the development of the 
Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), a Muslim-American 
religious association, from the Iranian Revolution to the 
inauguration of our nation's first African-American president. 
This case study of ISNA, the largest Muslim-American 
organization in North America, examines the organization's 
institution-building and governance as a way to illustrate 
Muslim-American civic and religious participation. Using 
nonprofit research and theory related to issues of diversity, 
legitimacy, power, and nonprofit governance and 
management, I challenge misconceptions about ISNA and 
dispel a number of myths about Muslim Americans and their 
institutions. In addition, I investigate the experiences of 
Muslim-Americans as they attempted to translate faith into 
practice within the framework of the American religious and 
civic experience. I arrive at three main conclusions. First, 
because of their incredible diversity, Muslim-Americans are 
largely cultural pluralists. They draw from each other and 
our national culture to develop their religious identity and 
values. Second, a nonprofit association that embraces the 
values of a liberal democracy by establishing itself as an 
open organization will include members that may damage 
the organization's reputation. I argue that ISNA's values 
should be assessed in light of its programs and actions 
rather than the views of a small portion of its membership. 
Reviewing the organization's actions and programs helps us 
discover a religious association that is centered on 
American civic and religious values. Third, ISNA's leaders 
were unable to balance their desire for an open, consensus-
based organization with a strong nonprofit management 



power structure. Effective nonprofit associations need their 
boards, volunteers and staff to have well-defined roles and 
authority. ISNA's leaders failed to adopt such a management 
and governance structure because of their suspicion of an 
empowered chief executive officer. 
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Abstract: In this dissertation I develop a concept that I call 
a "sensuous sense of place," through an in-depth analysis of 
books by 10 prominent American nature writers. My 
approach is informed primarily by humanistic geography, in 
dialogue with contemporary theoretical developments in 
sensuous geography and the geography of literature. 
Adopting an interpretive method of qualitative content 
analysis, I identify several key themes in nature writing that 
contribute to my definition of a sensuous sense of place. 
Existing definitions of sense of place emphasize cognitive, 
affective, and behavioral aspects of sense of place. A 
sensuous sense of place complements existing definitions 
by identifying how these cognitive and emotional aspects 
are grounded in sensuous experience, and suggesting how 
sense of place can be actively cultivated through an 
experiential attunement to natural places. This project has 
implications for further theoretical and empirical work on 
sense of place, the geography of literature, and the 
geography of the senses, as well as environmental ethics 
and education. 
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Abstract: The United States emerged from the destruction of 
World War II a superpower with burgeoning global interests. 
Nowhere was this more evident than in Iraq. US 
policymakers greatly expanded their relationship with the 
pro-Western regime in Baghdad during the 1950s. To 
examine these trends more closely, this dissertation 
analyzes the American relationship with Iraq during the 
presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953 to 1961). This 
study discusses how American oil concessions, military aid 
programs, collective defense arrangements, and 
modernization initiatives shaped the US-Iraqi bilateral 
relationship of the 1950s. It also looks intensively at 
American intelligence assessments and covert action 
programs in Iraq in this period. An in-depth examination of 
the Eisenhower administration's policies vis-à-vis Baghdad 
offers important lessons about the ways US officials 
understood and navigated complex political developments in 
the Middle East. In addition, this dissertation considers US 
strategies in Iraq in the context of ongoing developments in 
Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Jordan, Iran, and 
elsewhere in the region. This transnational lens yields 
fascinating insights into how American interests throughout 
the Middle East influenced US policies in Iraq. As with their 
partners in the Iraqi government, American officials 
privileged the pursuit of "order" and "stability" in Baghdad. 
When confronted with the prospect of "unrest" in Iraq, the 



Eisenhower administration decisively supported its Iraqi 
allies' moves to clamp down on political dissent. The United 
States worked energetically to control Iraqi developments in 
channels favourable to US interests. However, the regime 
led by Abdel Karim Qasim fundamentally transformed the 
patterns of the US-Iraqi relationship following the July 1958 
Iraqi Revolution. Qasim's program calling for the 
"Iraqification" of national economic resources collided with 
larger American understandings of Washington's power in 
Baghdad. The Eisenhower administration proved unable to 
control the disorderly nature of revolutionary rule in Iraq, 
suggesting (as with the pre-revolutionary period) the 
tangible limits to American power in Iraq and the Middle 
East in this critical period of the Cold War. 
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Abstract: Feminism has a long, complex, although 
inseparable relationship with fashion. While feminism and 
fashion are commonly understood as two opposing forces, 
this dissertation, by focusing on the period between 1890 
and 1930, illustrates how women's utilization of dress styles 
also enabled them to negotiate new freedoms and gender 
identities, using fashion as a form of empowerment and self-
assertion. Looking at different groups of women such as 
feminist reformers and activists, working-class immigrant 
garment workers, college students, young professionals, and 
middle- and working-class African Americans, this study 
explores how they used clothing and appearance to shape 
modern ideas of gender and femininity and to claim their 



independence in the public sphere. In wearing shirtwaists, 
bicycle skirts, loose kimono-style dresses, suffrage colors, 
short flapper skirts, and uncorseted garments, these women 
played an active role in the construction of their public 
image as New Women and in expressing through it feminist 
ideas of freedom and equality. Thus, rather than seeing 
fashion as external or marginal to feminist politics, this 
dissertation considers how it offered women a means of 
defining feminism in new ways, enabling them to forge new 
attitudes to questions of beauty and appearance. By 
focusing on the political aspects of women's fashions, the 
dissertation expands our understanding of early twentieth 
century feminism, seeing how culture, no less than politics, 
became a site where feminist ideas were negotiated, fought 
for and debated. It reveals how through designing, 
advertising, sewing, consuming, and wearing clothes, New 
Women turned fashion into both a strategy to gain public 
support for feminist ideas, and an important part of feminist 
ideology and politics in the early twentieth-century. 
Furthermore, in expanding the parameters of feminism, this 
dissertation also revises its periodization, challenging the 
understanding of American feminism as a series of "waves." 
Tracing how developments in mass production and 
distribution caused fashion to become an accessible and 
tangible means for women to assert political claims of 
freedom, power, and independence, this project 
demonstrates how feminism did not decline in the post-
suffrage years, but instead entered the cultural mainstream 
in the form of comfortable, simple clothes that enabled 
women both to experience and to express their freedom. 
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Abstract: The study of antebellum American political 
development has not traditionally been associated with the 
study of intimate male friendship. Yet, male political actors 
in the decades before the Civil War should be regarded as 
highly gendered participants in contested sets of 
relationships with other men and women, a view that 
changes the study of political history of this period. For, in 
the intimacy of the Washington boardinghouses, in the 
fraternal, often romantic language of epistolary 
correspondence, and in the interconnected relationships 
formed with their respective families, friendship profoundly 
shaped the personal lives and political decisions of those at 
the highest level of public office. In the partisan times of the 
Jacksonian age, intimate male friendships were still both 
common and highly beneficial for individual statesmen. For 
this second generation of political leaders, party affiliation 
combined with personal commonalities, such as 
bachelorhood, proved decisive in creating alliances. But 
these friendships did not always benefit their participants, 
nor did they necessarily always promote the cause of Union. 



By the start of the Civil War, political actors utilized 
friendships of a more instrumental kind in the increasingly 
violent contest for power in the nation's capital. Intimate 
male friendships proved a highly useful and durable political 
construction in the years before the Civil War. Over time, 
they shifted from enabling great political success through 
cross-sectional amity to producing violent personal attacks 
on members of opposing sections. In the fratricidal tempest 
of the Civil War, more than the Union was shattered: the 
intimate male friendships that had sustained the preceding 
age were also destroyed. 
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Abstract: This dissertation offers an alternative genealogy of 
the U.S.-Iran conflict, beginning with the C.I.A. coup that 
ushered Iran into the U.S. sphere of influence rather than 
with the flight of exiles from the upheavals of the Iranian 
revolution. This project challenges the dominant 
historiography of U.S.-Iran relations by drawing on extensive 
archival research into the Iranian anti-Shah student 
movement abroad, in-depth interviews with former activists 
from the pre-1979 era, and participant observation of current 
Iranian American transnational activism. Using this 
interdisciplinary approach, I shed new light on the lived 
experience of Iranians in the U.S. who, in various ways, 
contested the official policies emanating from both 
Washington and Tehran. I argue that alienation from 
normative citizenship models in both the U.S. and Iran has 
generated dissident subcultures and aesthetic practices. 
These alternative sites of belonging have emerged through 
diasporic efforts to negotiate changing American attitudes 
towards Iran/Iranians and the painful "loss" of Iran to 
successive dictatorships. Ultimately, Neither Washington, 



Nor Tehran argues that U.S. policy towards Iran has 
produced a crisis of subjectivity for diasporic Iranians, one 
in which the terms of assimilation have been dependent on 
an acceptance of U.S. interests in Iran. This crisis is 
deepened and complicated by the fact that Iranian national 
sovereignty, achieved as a result of the 1979 revolution, has 
failed to lead to a more egalitarian society. While Iranian 
freedom dreams can flourish in diaspora, the U.S. has also 
been a space of pervasive anti-Iranian sentiment. Since 
1979, the pressure to choose between allegiance to the U.S. 
or to Iran has inspired Iranian American efforts to conceal 
Iranian identity and to retreat into ethnic nationalism and 
nostalgia for the Shah. But this pressure has also produced 
a rejection of the choice itself and created the conditions of 
possibility for diasporic expressions of internationalism, "in-
betweenness", and transnational solidarity. These 
alternative modes of diasporic affiliation transcend identity 
politics, disrupt model minority assimilation narratives, and 
offer new vantage points from which to reconceptualize the 
conflict between the U.S. and Iran. 
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Abstract: During the early 1970's, Puerto Rican grassroots 
activism in U.S. communities reached its height on the heels 



of the civil rights movement and after widespread migration 
to the U.S. from Puerto Rico. By 1980, many of these groups 
became financially insolvent or their volunteer base shrank 
drastically due to decreasing public funds and widespread 
demographic changes within Puerto Rican communities. 
This dissertation asks the following questions: how did 
these groups negotiate citizenship rights in terms of 
identity, place, and institutional proximity? What role do 
factors such as race, gender, local politics, philanthropic 
support, and congressional representation play in these 
organizations' bids for success? This study analyzes two 
case study groups from the Puerto Rican civil rights era in 
New York City, The United Bronx Parents and Aspira, 
through original fieldwork consisting of extensive archival 
content analysis of organizational records and 
correspondence as well as oral interviews with 
organizational staff and leadership past and present. The 
overarching goal of these inquiries is to explain the 
consequences and strategies that have come out of non-
profit corporate and philanthropic modeling among Puerto 
Rican organizations since 1980 and the implications of these 
changes on political identity and the process of expanding 
civil rights in American politics. The project also 
investigates the intricacies of the El Nuevo Despertar, or 
late era of the Puerto Rican movement; most notably the 
strong presence of female leadership among grassroots 
organizations. This study documents the significant shift in 
demographics and public funding after the dissipation of war 
on poverty programs which Puerto Rican organizations in 
New York each handled differently and with vastly different 



outcomes. These organizational choices are of much 
interest in the general arena of Latinos, political inclusion, 
and community/ nonprofit work today. Theories utilized in 
discussion include citizenship, formal and informal political 
institutions, the politics of place, racial solidarity, Puerto 
Rican nationalism, and Latino nonprofit organizational 
culture. These themes specific to the Puerto Rican 
community extend to general discussions of the Latino 
political and economic middle class as a growing stake 
holder in New York City and across the United States. This 
topic is of much interest in political science and ethnic 
studies today as the political challenges facing Latino 
representation in the private and public sectors are 
garnering vast public attention. Understanding the Puerto 
Rican experience across the canvass of exclusive American 
democracy broadens traditional notions of politics and 
participation and expands the concept of citizenship from a 
static set of privileges to a dynamic process of negotiation. 
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Abstract: In 1804, Haiti, the former French colony of Saint-
Domingue, became the second independent republic in the 
Western Hemisphere and the first governed by men of 



African descent. African Americans immediately recognized 
the importance of this stunning conclusion to the Haitian 
Revolution even as their white counterparts denounced the 
"Horrors of St. Domingo". While some enslaved African 
Americans drew inspiration from the nation born out of anti-
slavery rebellion, others, particularly blacks in the urban 
North, recognized Haiti as an "experiment in self-
government" that might vindicate black self-determination 
and equal rights as well as freedom for men of all races. 
This preoccupation with Haitian independence assumed 
heightened urgency for aspiring class and elite African 
Americans in the post-Emancipation era. Journalists, 
politicians, diplomats, missionaries, educators, artists, and 
other black professionals came to understand a link 
between black sovereignty in Haiti and the prospect of full 
political and civil rights during the period of Reconstruction 
and the tumultuous decades that followed. In their 
estimation, Haiti's ability to demonstrate progress according 
to American standards and refute charges of backwardness 
leveled against it by white foreigners would determine 
African Americans' ability to exercise the rights, 
responsibilities, and privileges that ostensibly accompanied 
citizenship. This dual anxiety about Haitian progress and the 
status of black citizens of the United States eventually 
coalesced during the U.S. occupation of Haiti, which lasted 
from 1915-1934. But, before black leaders articulated 
staunch Pan-Africanist opposition to the erosion of Haitian 
autonomy, previous generations of outspoken African 
Americans demonstrated great ambivalence about Haiti, a 
symbol of black pride that, nonetheless, often failed to meet 



their outsized expectations or their understandings of 
civilization and progress. By examining how African 
Americans freighted Haiti with importance and regarded it 
with ambivalence for much of the period between its 
founding and the date of its "Second Independence", this 
dissertation thus reshapes our understanding of a 
transnational black political and intellectual culture that 
evolved throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. 
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Abstract: A Novel Way to Learn examines the development 
of black fiction in tandem with black educational 
advancement from Reconstruction to the Harlem 
Renaissance. By reading education in the novels of Frances 
Ellen Watkins Harper, Sutton Griggs, W.E.B. Du Bois, and 
Jessie Redmon Fauset, I reveal an underexplored genealogy 
of black educational thought from initial calls for 
educational access to more independent, ideological, and 
pragmatic modes embodied in the texts of black fiction 
writers. Ultimately, I argue that black educational fiction 
constitutes a key strand of African American writing before 
the Harlem Renaissance. 
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Abstract: This dissertation explores the peculiar history of 
the bookmobile in the United States from the close of the 
nineteenth century to the turn of the twenty-first. In the 
process, it insists that a spatial politics of shared 
information was key to constructing and contesting 
community in twentieth-century America. Grounded in 
cultural geography, American Studies, and book history, it is 
an interdisciplinary investigation of the roles that 
bookmobiles played in efforts to build what some reformers 
called "common consciousness," a sense of cultural and 
spiritual connection. Indeed, the bookmobile emerged not 
just as a tool for getting books into far-flung hands but also 
as a way to confront two persistent questions: What should 
our communities look like in this new century, and who 
should be included in them? This dissertation argues that 
the bookmobile's answers to those questions both shaped 
and were shaped by three factors--racial segregation, 
imperial expansion, and consumer capitalism--that 
ultimately exposed the limits of the dream of a common 
consciousness. Drawing on research in archival and 
published sources, this dissertation looks at a series of 
moments when bookmobiles, by moving purportedly public 



culture through supposedly shared space, forced Americans 
to consider what it would mean to hold ideas and objects in 
common. A set of five thematically distinct and roughly 
chronological chapters allows the dissertation to touch 
down in particular times in particular places--in Progressive-
Era Kansas, in the Jim Crow South, in New Deal New Mexico 
and Cold War West Germany, in suburban supermarkets, and 
in Silicon Valley--while offering an expansive view of the 
relationship between community, space, and culture in 
America. 
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Abstract: This dissertation traces presidential rhetoric 
regarding race and ethnicity from 1964 to 2004 to determine 
why presidents rarely promote redistributive racial policies. 
Analysis shows that after the civil rights era, presidents 
struggled to appeal to their various coalitions with 
redistributive rhetoric. Presidents won when they used 
racial and ethnic rhetoric to back appeals to racial 
resentments. During the 1950s, presidents argued that civil 
rights reforms were needed to protect America's image and 
quell domestic tension and Lyndon Johnson helped pass 
relevant reforms in 1964. However, in 1965, he used race-
neutral rhetoric to address economic and educational 
inequality to maintain appeal among moderate whites. 
During the 1970s, Republicans established a strategy to 



harness the resentments of whites and white ethnics 
through racially coded messages. Nixon used the term 
"ethnicity" to back the message that Americans, though 
diverse, reject redistributive policies like welfare, busing, 
and affirmative action. These appeals were the first time 
presidents used the word ethnicity to refer to domestic 
political groups. The strategy was successful. Republicans 
who used more racial and ethnic rhetoric gained higher 
approval. In contrast, Democrats who used more racial and 
ethnic rhetoric had lower approval ratings, even though 
presidents from both parties used similar words to 
contextualize race and ethnicity. Republicans refined the 
strategy during the 1980s. Ronald Reagan expanded this 
framework by appealing to Latinos and using it to support 
his plan to dismantle civil rights reforms, public education, 
and welfare. By 1992, George H.W. Bush argued that racial 
inequality no longer needed legislative fixes and that racism 
was a problem that primarily impacted foreign countries. In 
1996, Bill Clinton adopted Republican strategies and won re-
election - a first for a Democrat during this period. By 
focusing on presidential campaigns rhetoric, this analysis 
helps explain why presidents rarely address racial 
inequality. Presidents fail to sway public opinion so they 
craft appeals to win elections. Regardless of a candidate's 
party, support for redistributive racial policies fails to win 
votes because these appeals do not attract to centrist 
voters. Today, presidents use either coded racial appeals 
framed through egalitarian language or they avoid race 
altogether. 
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Abstract: This dissertation is the first comprehensive study 
of the figure of the woman lecturer/speaker that appeared in 



American women's rights fiction in the period between 1839 
and 1915. I argue that examining the figure of the woman 
lecturer/ speaker in a wide variety of texts and over an 
extended period of history reveals that the figure served as 
a dynamic vehicle for women writers to advance a broad 
range of social and political interests; writing in a social and 
historical context that discouraged women's participation in 
public speech, women authors used fiction as a rhetorical 
space to articulate different visions of political and social 
rights. Moreover, as this dissertation explores, the genre of 
fiction offered women writers a set of rhetorical tools 
through which they were able to communicate their ideas to 
a diverse--and, at times, hostile--audience; for some of the 
authors of women's rights fiction, the genre also served as a 
canvas for aesthetic expression of their voices. I situate a 
close reading of the fictional texts in the greater social and 
cultural history of the period to illuminate the ways in which 
the individual authors engaged with their cultural moment, 
as well as to suggest that variances in the representations 
of the woman lecturer/speaker reflected the authors' 
individual aesthetic and political interests. This research 
reveals that "women's rights" were interpreted broadly by 
women during the period, encompassing property rights, 
labor rights, custody rights, access to health care and 
education, and influence over temperance laws, in addition 
to women's suffrage. The texts discussed include Sarah J. 
Hale's The Lecturess , Laura Curtis Bullard's Christine, 
Lizzie Boynton Harbert's Out of Her Sphere, Mary Clemmer 
Ames's Eirene, or a Woman's Right, Lillie Devereux Blake's 
Fettered for Life, Louisa May Alcott's Work, Elizabeth Stuart 



Phelps's The Silent Partner, Mary E. Wilkins Freeman's The 
Portion of Labor, Marietta Holley's Samantha on the Woman 
Question, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman's What Diantha Did. 
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the Manuscript Census of Manufactures. Chapter 2 
describes the two data sources. It also introduces the two 
sampled counties used in the analysis, Bristol and Essex 
County, Massachusetts. Chapter 3 explores the dynamics of 
the firm population by studying business failure during the 
19th century. The estimation of the exit rate suggests that 
the exit rate during the 19th century was much higher and 
more volatile than that of the 20th century. Furthermore, 
even the medium size firms of the 19th century had higher 
rates of exit than the average firm of the post-WWII period. 
One important source of this pattern is smaller firm size. 
This raises questions on why entrepreneurs did not pool 
their resources and increase firm size, which leads us to 
investigate the ownership structure of the firm. Chapter 4 
studies the ownership structure of the firm by inquiring into 
the popularity of partnership during this period. It is widely 
believed that partnerships are optimal only for firms in 
special industries. However, the data demonstrates that 
about 20-40% of firms in every industry were organized as 
partnerships. This chapter claims that partnership was 
adopted mainly for overcoming resource constraints. Size 
distribution, geographical distribution, and growth pattern 
all support this argument. Chapter 5 explores the ownership 
structure of the jewelry producers in the 
Providence/Attleboro (P/A) area. Due to the differentiated 
nature of the product, the P/A producers needed to perform 
active promotion to the wholesalers in New York. This 
condition motivated the entrepreneurs to organize 



partnerships to ameliorate the informational asymmetry and 
mobilize resources to achieve economies of scale related to 
sales. Evidence from the address of copartners and share of 
family partnerships is more favorable to the resource 
mobilization factor, which is consistent with the result from 
Chapter 4. This study contributes to a better understanding 
of the interaction between ownership structure of the firm, 
financial markets, and industrial conditions. Chapter 6 
summarizes the dissertation and proposes future research. 
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Abstract: This dissertation argues that the Edison Institute 
(presently known as The Henry Ford in Dearborn, Michigan) 
survived internal and external challenges through the 
evolution of the Ford family's leadership and the 
organization's funding strategy. Following Henry Ford's 
death, the museum complex relied upon the Ford Foundation 
and the Ford Motor Company Fund as its sole means of 
philanthropic support. These foundations granted the Edison 
Institute a significant endowment, which it used to sustain 
its facilities in conjunction with its inaugural fundraising 
program. Navigating a changing legal, corporate, and 
philanthropic landscape in Detroit and around the world, the 
Ford family perpetuated Henry Ford's legacy at the Edison 
Institute with the valuable guidance of executives and staff 
of their corporation, foundation, and philanthropies. 
Together they transitioned the Edison Institute into a 
sustainable and public nonprofit organization by overcoming 
threats related to the deaths of two generations of the Ford 
family, changes in the Edison Institute's administration and 
organizational structure, the reorganization of the Ford 



Foundation, the effects of the Tax Reform Act of 1969, and 
legal complications due to overlap between the Fords' 
corporate and philanthropic interests. The Ford family 
provided integral leadership for the development and 
evolution of the Edison Institute's funding strategy and its 
relationship to their other corporate and philanthropic 
enterprises. The Institute's management and funding can be 
best understood within the context of philanthropic 
developments of the Ford family during this period, including 
the formation of the Ford Foundation's funding and 
concurrent activity. This dissertation focuses on the 
research question of how the Edison Institute survived the 
Ford family's evolving philanthropic strategy to seek a 
sustainable funding and management structure. The work 
examines its central research question over multiple 
chapters organized around the Ford family's changing 
leadership at the Edison Institute, the increase of 
professionalized managers, and the Ford's use of their 
corporation and philanthropies to provide integral support to 
the Edison Institute. In order to sustain the Edison Institute 
throughout the twentieth century, it adapted its operations 
to accommodate Henry Ford's founding legacy, its legal 
environment, and the evolving practice of philanthropy in the 
United States. 
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Abstract: Within the context of the Progressive era, this 
dissertation offers an in-depth analysis of the state of 
intercollegiate athletics around the turn of the twentieth 
century, the transformations it underwent, and the media's 
role in that process. The National Collegiate Athletic 
Association was founded in 1906--in the middle of the 
Progressive era--after a public outcry for football reform 
came in 1905, a year that produced eighteen deaths and one 
hundred forty-nine reported injuries. Using framing theory 
and the concept of collective memory, this study seeks to 
explore the coverage of college athletics by popular mass 
circulation magazines from 1896 to 1916 and the coverage 
of the National Collegiate Athletic Association by the New 
York Times and the evening edition of the New York World 
from 1906 to 1916. Four media frames were found in popular 
magazines from 1896 to 1916 focusing on college athletics, 
including Call for Reform, Muscular Christianity, Evils of 
College Athletics, and Methods in Strategy. The most 
dominant frame, "Call for Reform," emphasized the constant 
debate occurring within the pages of these magazines as to 
whether the benefits of competitive college athletics 
outweighed their possible evils. The primary examples were 
commercialism, professionalism, football rule changes, and 
alumni issues. The "muscular Christianity" frame reiterated 
the importance and benefits of college athletics as a key to 
defining men as men worthwhile, stressing a martial 
mentality. Even though primarily focused on manhood, 
examples of this frame applied to women's athletics as well, 
and it was the only one to highlight women's athletics. To 
combat the tendency of educators and sporting advocates 



to oversell the benefits of college athletics, popular 
magazines published articles noting the "evils of college 
athletics," namely the win-at-any-cost mentality and the 
hero culture surrounding popular athletes. The most 
common example of this frame focused on the shift in focus 
from academic scholarship to athletics. The "methods in 
strategy" frame provided vivid details to readers as to the 
ways in which to develop and make an intercollegiate team 
as well as the proper training for certain sports. Close 
examination of the New York Times and The Evening World 
reveals the dawning of the NCAA's evolution into a 
dominating and powerful regulator of intercollegiate 
athletics as these newspapers charted the progression of its 
growing influence over college athletics. As more 
institutions joined and as the most prestigious institutions 
gave up their resistance to join, the NCAA began its 
transformation into the largest and most influential 
governing body in the field of intercollegiate sports, and the 
struggle for control of intercollegiate athletics is highlighted 
throughout this analysis. 
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Abstract: This dissertation analyzes the fourteenth-century 
English and nineteenth-century Hopi experiences with the 
unwelcomed traveler of disease, specifically the Black 
Death and the smallpox outbreak of 1898-1899. By placing 
both peoples and events beside one another, it becomes 
possible to move past the death toll inflected by disease and 
see the role of diseases as a catalyst of historical change. 
Furthermore, this study places the Hopi experience with 
smallpox, and disease in general, in context with the human 
story of disease. The central methodical approach is 
ethnohistory, using firsthand accounts to reconstruct the 
cultural frameworks of the Hopi and the English. In analyzing 
the English and Hopi experiences this study uses the 
Medicine Way approach of three dimensions. Placing the 
first dimension approach (the English and the bubonic 
plague) alongside the third dimension approach (the Hopi 
and smallpox) demonstrates, not only the common ground of 
both approaches (second dimension), but the commonalities 
in the interactions of humans and disease. As my 
dissertation demonstrates, culture provides the framework, 
a system for living, for how individuals will interpret and 
react to events and experiences. This framework provides a 
means, a measure, to identify and strive for normalcy. There 
is a universal human drive to restore normalcy after one's 
world turns upside down, and in seeking to restore what was 
lost, society undergoes transformation. Disease creates 
opportunity for change and for balance to be restored. This 
study concludes disease is a catalyst of change because of 
how humans respond to it. 
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Abstract: This dissertation combines social and 
environmental history to explore colonialism in early 
America. In Middle America, near the confluence of the 
Mississippi, Missouri, and Ohio Rivers, power stemmed from 
control of the social and physical landscape. Indian nations 
and European empires faced the challenge of negotiating 
the region's river systems and its complicated social 
networks built on kinship ties. "Rivers of Power" follows the 
evolution of those social and spatial networks from about 
A.D. 1300, when the collapse of Cahokia, a Mississippian 
Indian chiefdom near present-day St. Louis, initiated a 
centuries-long power struggle, to the 1830s, when the U.S. 
empire conquered the midcontinent. Early American empires 
operated as a series of overlapping familial, economic, and 
diplomatic networks, and in the central Mississippi River 
Valley, these empires encountered similar networks within 
and between Indian nations. In this contested landscape, 
the control of space, especially key river crossings and 
confluences, became central to amassing and exerting 
influence. Along those waterways, Indian nations adapted to 
new pressures, but a Native political world continued to 
operate by its own cultural logic, even as European 
colonizers attempted to reshape and control it. Despite the 
many changes of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
power still flowed through the kinship networks that 
controlled river-based trade and diplomacy. Only in the first 



decades of the nineteenth century did Indian nations lose 
their authority over Middle America, as the U.S. subjugated 
and deported Indian peoples and dismantled Native-centered 
social networks. 
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Abstract: This dissertation examines federal Indian law of 
the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries as constitutive 
rhetoric. Focusing specifically on the Cherokee Nation, I 
argue that the word "tribe," as used in three federal acts, 
ascribed three different meanings to the people described 
by the term. With the passage of each act, Cherokee identity 
was federally manipulated, as the United States government 
integrated members of the Cherokee Nation into the 
American economy. First, the Curtis Act, imposed with little 
input from tribes themselves, dissolved Indigenous national 
governments in Indian Territory - now the state of Oklahoma 
- and defined the citizens of those nations as individual 
landowners, identities significantly different from the 
collective tribalism that had previously dominated in Indian 
Territory. Almost four decades later, the Oklahoma Indian 
Welfare Act imposed yet another identity on Indigenous 
Oklahomans, as they were allowed to reorganize, but only 
under entrepreneurial identities. Finally, in 1970, the 
Principal Chiefs Act allowed Oklahoma's tribal collectives to 
engage in tribal elections, allowing a democratic citizen 
identity, but only under the auspices of the federal 
government. I conclude with implications for the modern 



Cherokee Nation's tribal sovereignty, and for the continued 
use of imposed constitutive rhetoric by the United States 
government in its relations with tribal peoples worldwide. 
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Abstract: This project traces how nineteenth-century 
Americans depicted, understood, and engaged Native 
American literacies to secure sovereign rights to land. I 
examine texts by James Fenimore Cooper, Catharine 
Sedgwick, William Apess, and Zitkala-Sa in addition to 
student writing from the Carlisle Indian Industrial School to 
argue that citizenship and land rights were negotiated 
through literacy practices. In short, nineteenth-century 
inhabitants of what we now call the United States became 
literate to become American. My research calls upon 
contemporary educational institutions to work against 
assimilationist writing pedagogies and settler-colonial 
models of land tenure. In nineteenth-century America, the 
Indian question hinged upon whether Native and Euro-
Americans could inhabit the same national identity and 
geographical space. Proponents of removal used the fact 
that indigenous Americans did not always communicate, 
historicize, or write in ways that were fully legible as literate 
to insist that Native/white coexistence was impossible. But 
even as Andrew Jackson and his supporters used literacy to 
deny citizenship to Native Americans and further colonize 
their land, many writers (both Native and Euro-American) 



resisted these policies by contextualizing, translating, and 
generating literacies to support the sovereignty of 
indigenous groups. My project provides an account of 
nineteenth-century literacy practices and their political 
impacts in the context of Indian Removal and assimilationist 
education between 1820 and 1885. 
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Abstract: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is currently 
considered one of the most conservative countries in the 
world with regards to the role of religion in shaping both 
internal politics and international relations. This dissertation 
focuses on how The London Times and New York Times, two 
opinion-leading newspapers in their respective countries, 
have covered the issue of authority in Saudi Arabia from 
1901 to 2005. The conceptual framework begins with 
Weber's work on authority, and extends this work by 
drawing on both contemporary conceptualizations of 
authority and the history of Saudi Arabia. The 
methodological framework is based on articles drawn from 
newspaper archives, which help to develop an 
understanding of how the public in Britain and America were 
being told about politics and religion in Saudi Arabia. Given 
that Weber was basing his notions of authority on western 
societies, this project will offer a way to test Weber and his 



notions of authority structures in a non-Western setting over 
a hundred year time span. This will provide insights to 
determine if Weber's three types of authority--traditional, 
charismatic, and rational-legal--are useful in studying the 
presentation of the Kingdom by the leading newspapers 
from countries considered to be the most important allies of 
the Saudi state. 
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Abstract: The original face-to-face encounter of American 
Indians in portraits and pictorial field studies reiterates the 
encounter between the colonial state, settlers and 
Indigenous communities. Mechanical reproduction had 
extended visual technologies creating a revolution in 
communications which began with the early use of the 
woodcut (around 1461). A tradition of portraiture from the 
eighteenth century then re-imagined American Indian 
peoples for new social and political uses. This dissertation 
begins by introducing the frontier representations of artists 
Benjamin West, George Catlin, Paul Kane and William G. R. 
Hind. Attention then shifts to the collaborative relation 
between photographer and subject required by the 
photographic technology of the period. The pictorial contact 



moment was an interactive communication between 
photographer and subject. Hence the image-making contact 
moment is a dialogue, an interchange. Thus the image 
became a meeting ground where cultural processes were 
intersubjective and where the present interacted with the 
past. At the centre of these representations is a two-way 
looking within a dialogical imagination. As colonial powers 
expanded and increased control territorially, changes in the 
dialogic relations were marked in the subject's presentation 
of self, the artists' renditions and the photographer's 
aesthetics. Earlier artists like Benjamin West in "The Death 
of General Wolfe" (1770) used the publishing industry to 
challenge monologic stereotypes. However, as colonial 
powers exerted greater repressions, lucrative popular 
culture industries like the Wild West Shows constituted an 
imagined frontier which called for several other perspectival 
approaches: Lakota Chief Red Cloud used the photographic 
medium for peace activism and community building, Harry 
Pollard's photojournalism documented Indigenous 
communities in Alberta and Edward S. Curtis's pictorialism 
became a genre of ethnography in the twenty volume, "The 
North American Indian". Using a historical framework and 
interdisciplinary methodologies, this dissertation examines 
early representations of the North American West in a 
dialogue as a frontier of difference iterated through 
technologies of illustration and photography. 
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Abstract: This thesis examines the role of women at the 
Hershey chocolate factory, both as laborers and union 
members, during the mid-twentieth century. The work 
compares this experience with that of other women in the 
region and across the country during the same time period. 
Further, it places the story of women at the Hershey 
chocolate factory within the existing historical narrative of 
American women's labor during the mid-twentieth century. 
The following events are used as a lens through which the 
paper examines women's labor at the Hershey factory: the 
Great Strike of 1937, World War II, the 1953 Strike, and 
legal, technological, and social changes of the 1960s. Data 
have been collected from archives, oral histories, 
newspapers, and both published and non-published sources. 
While many aspects of the women's labor movement can be 
found at the Hershey chocolate factory during the mid-
twentieth century, its location and unique participants 
caused the movement there to play out in exceptional ways. 
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Abstract: This dissertation analyzes the development of the 
Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), a Muslim-American 
religious association, from the Iranian Revolution to the 
inauguration of our nation's first African-American president. 
This case study of ISNA, the largest Muslim-American 
organization in North America, examines the organization's 



institution-building and governance as a way to illustrate 
Muslim-American civic and religious participation. Using 
nonprofit research and theory related to issues of diversity, 
legitimacy, power, and nonprofit governance and 
management, I challenge misconceptions about ISNA and 
dispel a number of myths about Muslim Americans and their 
institutions. In addition, I investigate the experiences of 
Muslim-Americans as they attempted to translate faith into 
practice within the framework of the American religious and 
civic experience. I arrive at three main conclusions. First, 
because of their incredible diversity, Muslim-Americans are 
largely cultural pluralists. They draw from each other and 
our national culture to develop their religious identity and 
values. Second, a nonprofit association that embraces the 
values of a liberal democracy by establishing itself as an 
open organization will include members that may damage 
the organization's reputation. I argue that ISNA's values 
should be assessed in light of its programs and actions 
rather than the views of a small portion of its membership. 
Reviewing the organization's actions and programs helps us 
discover a religious association that is centered on 
American civic and religious values. Third, ISNA's leaders 
were unable to balance their desire for an open, consensus-
based organization with a strong nonprofit management 
power structure. Effective nonprofit associations need their 
boards, volunteers and staff to have well-defined roles and 
authority. ISNA's leaders failed to adopt such a management 
and governance structure because of their suspicion of an 
empowered chief executive officer. 
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Abstract: "Cooperation and Competition" analyzes the 
shifting interfaith alliances between Jewish Zionists and 
Protestants between the end of the nineteenth-century and 
1979, the year that President Jimmy Carter, an evangelical 
Southern Baptist, negotiated the Egyptian-Israeli Peace 
Treaty. Specifically, it asks how the rise of anti-Zionism 
among liberal Protestants, triggering the initial 1950s 
breakdown in the Jewish-liberal Protestant Zionist alliance 
and causing growing dissension within liberal Protestant 
denominations, precipitated the decline of Jewish-liberal 
Protestant Zionist relations and ushered in a new era of 
interfaith relations between Jewish Zionists and 
evangelicals. Although this narrative emphasizes the 
ideological, denominational, and organizational changes that 
occurred from the beginning of World War II to the end of the 
1970s, it also traces the development of the Zionist 
movement in the United States and the formation of 
distinctive theological boundaries between liberal and 
conservative Protestants. Protestant theological debates 
from the 1890s to the 1920s, along with the formation of the 
Federation of American Zionists in 1898, the main political 
Jewish Zionist organization in the United States, therefore 
also comprise the story of changing Jewish-Protestant 
Zionist alignments from the 1890s to the 1970s. American 
liberal Protestants joined Jewish Zionists in condemning 
European Jewry's persecution during the Holocaust and in 



supporting the creation of a Jewish state in Palestine. Pro-
Zionist liberal Protestants supported the American Zionist 
movement during the 1930s and 1940s because they viewed 
Zionism as a form of humanitarianism that would restore 
civil rights to millions of Jews worldwide while also making 
headway for civil rights reforms in the United States. This 
same rhetoric, however, did not attract theologically 
conservative Protestants to the Zionist movement in the 
1940s, as evangelicals tended to view Jewish persecution 
as divinely ordained and therefore eschewed attempts to 
rescue or resettle European Jews. The emerging Arab 
refugee issue, resulting from the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, 
served as the first turning point in the relationship between 
Jewish and Protestant Zionists in the post-World War II 
period. Forced expulsions and voluntary evacuations 
displaced approximately 750,000 Arabs during the course of 
the war. Anti-Zionist liberal Protestants, many of whom had 
previous connections to Palestine and the larger Middle East 
via missionary work, struggled with how to understand the 
refugee crisis. Whereas American Jewish Zionists focused 
on the Jewish refugees from either Middle Eastern countries 
or those still housed in Displaced Persons camps following 
the conclusion of World War II, liberal Protestants tended to 
shift their humanitarian concerns to the Palestinian plight. 
The 1967 Arab-Israeli war served as another watershed 
moment in American Protestants' relationship with both 
Israel and American Jewish Zionists. Israel's victory, leading 
to the acquisition of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, the 
Golan Heights, the Sinai Peninsula, and the annexation of 
parts of Jerusalem previously under Jordanian control, 



heightened American evangelical Protestants' messianic 
hopes. Anti-Zionist liberal Protestants rejected Israel's 
territorial gains and further distanced themselves from 
Zionism. The dissertation ends with the decade following 
the 1967 war, when evangelicals comprised the majority of 
Protestants who advocated for Israel. Newsweek even 
declared 1976 "the year of the evangelical," and while this 
designation did not solely refer to conservative Protestants' 
engagement with Christian Zionism, it did suggest that an 
evangelical demographic and political ascendancy over a 
mainline Protestantism had already begun. It also marked a 
turning point in the history of Jewish-Protestant Zionist 
relations, as Jewish Zionists increasingly aligned with 
evangelicals, rather than with liberal Protestants. The fields 
of American Jewish history, American religious history, and 
American foreign relations provide a unique perspective for 
understanding the transformation of American Jewish and 
Protestant Zionist alliances. While scholars typically 
highlight the mid-twentieth century as a period of 
secularization and liberalism, this work demonstrates that 
these middle decades actually marked the beginning of a 
conservative, evangelical renaissance. This study also 
challenges the prevailing interpretation of American political 
involvement in Israeli policies by arguing that American 
Jewish and Christian Zionists played key roles in the 
formation and maintenance of the "special relationship" 
between the United States and Israel. 
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Abstract: This dissertation investigates the life and career 
of singer Celia Cruz and the cultural legacy she has left the 
Hispanic culture in the United States and the world. It 
explores the musical journey of the Queen of Salsa and 
analyzes the different genres and themes that she 
developed in her performances during the years of her 
dedication to the public professional career. Among the 
various topics, this work discusses the African influence on 
the music of Celia Cruz because she made her first step to 
fame with the music and lyrics from African religious 
traditions. Additionally, this project investigates the theme 
of nostalgia and how Celia Cruz, with her music, helped to 
perpetuate the nostalgic feelings of Cuban exiles. It surveys 
the repertoire of songs with nostalgic themes that helps to 
perpetuate in the memory of the Cuban diaspora, a Cuba 
that no longer exists and is reflected only in their 
imagination. This work also examines feminist and queer 
issues in the life of Celia Cruz, in the lyrics of her songs and 
in many of her performances. Finally, it explores various 
stages in Celia Cruz's career that stand out: first, her 
beginnings in Cuba and Latin America where she soon 
became known as the Guarachera of Cuba; then, the 
contribution of Celia Cruz to the salsa music since its 



appearance in New York, its development in the United 
States, and its rapid international spread. Similarly, this 
project shows that Celia Cruz, with her performances 
worldwide, gained popularity and became the Queen of 
Salsa. She excelled on indoor and outdoor stages, on the 
small and big screen, and took her musical talent around the 
world. Because of her great artistic work, she was 
recognized for her achievements multiple times and won 
awards in the United States, Latin America, Africa, Europe, 
and Asia, finally winning the title of Global Salsa Icon. 
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Abstract: This project compares key ways in which authors 
from diverse ethnic and regional groups used literature to 
argue for separate sovereignty and citizenship as the United 
States expanded its hold across the continent and beyond in 
the nineteenth century. I trace surprising connections 
between works by Native American nationalists, African 
American separatists, and Confederate women writers. I 
argue that writers such as John Ross, Elias Boudinot, Martin 
R. Delany, Augusta Evans, and Sutton Griggs revise 
dominant American understandings of citizenship by 
imagining national communities built not solely upon a 
Lockean social contract but upon revised contracts that 
include values such as the collective ownership of land, 



resuscitation of suppressed cultures, and revalorization of 
women's work. This work builds on insights of scholars who 
have expanded our concept of American literary networks 
beyond national borders as well as on the demand for 
understanding both the plurality and interconnectedness of 
literary traditions on this continent. 
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Abstract: This dissertation examines interfaith dialogue 
between the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) and the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) in the late twentieth century, 
which was a direct result of a controversy surrounding SBC 
president Bailey Smith's appearance at a political rally in 
1980, where he had notoriously said, "God Almighty does not 
hear the prayer of a Jew." It examines the forging, 
sustaining, and collapsing of the alliance the ADL and SBC 
had named a "joint working group," revealing the diverse 
views of a broad swath of Americans who responded to 
Smith and the motivations of the ADL and SBC partners for 
seeking the other as an ally. Putting the partnership into the 
historical context of Cold War American religion, it builds 
upon recent scholarship on the "Judeo-Christianity" of the 
1950s to show how the ADL-SBC dialogue, despite a 



conscious rejection of the Judeo-Christian model, 
nonetheless was based upon the same underlying 
assumptions about American ideals and morality. It 
addresses the significance of the (initially harmonious) 
dialogue itself taking place primarily in the American 
Southwest and internal conflicts within each organization 
that threatened collaboration, and shows how responses to 
an arsonist attack on a Baptist church in Jerusalem 
revealed that all along the two groups had been working 
with differing definitions of "separation of church and state" 
and "religious liberty," forcing an end to official relations. 
Ultimately, it argues, disagreement over American identity 
and separation of church and state, not theology, led them 
to part ways. This project is emblematic of the 
interdisciplinary approach typical of religious studies. Using 
a blend of historical approaches, employing archival, 
interview, and oral history sources, it also draws upon 
ethnography, sociology, and political science. It contributes 
to a range of disciplines within the academic study of 
religion, including American studies, Jewish studies, and 
history of Christianity. Previous scholarship has suggested 
that Americans can unite around their common national 
identity, but this research provides a case study offering 
another interpretation. Since religious views shape 
understandings of American identity itself, increasing 
religious diversity forces continual reimagining of what it 
means to be an American. 
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Abstract: Vibraphonist Milt Jackson was a significant figure 
in the evolution of jazz vibraphone. His career in jazz 
spanned six decades and included associations with the 
leading jazz artists of the 20 th century. Jackson was among 
the first to apply the bebop style of Charlie Parker and Dizzy 
Gillespie to the vibraphone and his soulful, lyrical style of 
interpreting ballads and blues has influenced nearly every 
vibraphonist who has come after him. Chapter I is a 
biographical sketch of Milt Jackson's life and career. 



Chapter II examines Jackson's ability to create a distinct 
and easily recognizable sound on the vibraphone. Chapter III 
examines Milt Jackson's solo style in the blues through a 
detailed analysis of six transcriptions of his most famous 
composition, "Bags' Groove." Chapter IV summarizes the 
many unique features of Milt Jackson's playing style. 
Transcriptions and a comprehensive discography are 
included in the appendices. 
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Abstract: This study examines the presidential campaign 
communication of American sitting and former vice 
presidents. In recent history, four sitting U.S. vice 
presidents have run for president with only one (George H. 
W. Bush) succeeding. Three, Richard Nixon in 1960, Hubert 
Humphrey in 1968, and Albert Gore in 2000, lost close 
elections, with Nixon and Gore losing in very close and 
controversial contests. In the two cases of former vice 
presidents who ran for president, Nixon prevailed in 1968, 
whereas Walter Mondale failed in 1984. All of these 
candidates faced similar rhetorical problems attributable to 
their vice presidential status, particularly in defining their 
relationship with the president and their role in the 
administration. This study is a content analysis and 
historical analysis of campaign speeches, statements made 
during debates, and television advertisements by sitting and 
former vice presidents in the elections of 1960, 1968, 1984, 
1988, and 2000. The purpose is to understand each vice 
president's discourse regarding both the president and the 
administration in which he served; and better appreciate 
how the inherent rhetorical situation that accompanies a 
superior-subordinate relationship is illustrated in these 
types of campaigns. Results showed that some vice 



presidents (e.g. Richard Nixon) chose to discuss their 
president/administration more often, while others chose to 
almost never discuss their president/administration (e.g. Al 
Gore). This analysis shows that when a vice president seeks 
election to the presidency, he has tended to pursue one or 
more of the following strategies: run on the administration's 
record; minimize the record and argue that if elected, he will 
produce better results; emphasize their own personal 
involvement and achievements in the administration; or 
mostly avoid discussing the president/administration. 
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Abstract: The purpose of this study was to understand the 
idea, reason, development, and implementation of the first 
career academy in the late 1960's and early 1970's in inner 
city Philadelphia high schools. Charles Bowser, Deputy 
Mayor of Philadelphia, was the innovative thinker who 
realized that rising crime and poverty rates among young 
black men in the city was an issue that needed to be 
addressed. Bowser believed a career academy model was 
the solution. He had three goals: increase attendance, 
increase graduation rates, and increase employment rates. 
With no template to follow or design to emulate, he sought 
out other innovative thinkers to implement the first career 
academy at Edison High School in Philadelphia. The first 



career academy team was a diverse cross-section of 
educators and community business leaders. With a team in 
place, the first career academy began in 1968 and accepted 
25 boys who were considered the lowest academically, the 
most likely to drop out, and who were considered destined 
to "fail." With the implementation of an initiative that had no 
precedence, the key stakeholders gathered qualitative and 
quantitative data throughout the process, remaining aligned 
to Bowser's three goals as the barometer for success. Five 
themes emerged that guided evaluation of the success of 
career academies: Faculty Ownership, Planning and Design, 
Career and Community, Professional Development, and 
Academic Vigor. These themes served as a cornerstone for 
evaluation of effectiveness of schools that later relied on 
the career academy model. The results established that 
early educators and business partners possessed ownership 
of the initiative and maintained tenacity to overcome 
obstacles along the way. At the end of the first year of 
implementation of the career academy in Philadelphia, the 
25 students were thriving, coming to school, participating, 
and learning a trade. Attendance rate was 95%. Due to the 
success of the career academy model at Edison High 
School, academies flourished in Philadelphia, in the United 
States, and are being established overseas. 
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Abstract: In Casting By (2012), HBO's documentary on the 
casting director, Martin Scorsese praises his close working 
relationship with his casting director. "More than 90% of 
directing" he asserts, "is the right casting." Taking as its 
starting point that the casting director is, as Scorsese's 
enthusiasm reveals, a vital but often unrecognized part of 
the production team, "'Painting with Faces': The Casting 
Director in American Theatre, Cinema, and Television" offers 
the first extended scholarly analysis of the profession. This 
comparative history broadens the concept of what 
constitutes a decision-maker in three major culture 
industries by arguing that casting directors, often devalued 
as feminized clerical labor, exercise more control over the 
creative and economic aspects of production than we 
usually acknowledge. Chapter one, "The Pre-Professional 
Casting Director," offers a pre-history of the theatrical 
casting processes to explain how and why the professions 
of casting director and talent scout emerged in the 
twentieth century. Examining how casting operated 
throughout different epochs and in diverse production 
practices (particularly the medieval cycle plays, the English 
early modern theatres, and the American stock companies), 
I contend that those who took on the functions of proto-
casting director were, contrary to today's perception of the 
casting director as "below-the-line" labor, usually the 
production's most important creative personnel. Turning to 



the twentieth century, chapter two, "The Company Casting 
Director," argues that in-house casting employees working 
during the golden age of Broadway, classical Hollywood, and 
early television eras exerted more creative influence within 
their respective companies than industrial scholarship 
allows. Seen as what one film historian calls "low-level 
decision-makers," casting directors rarely figure in industry 
studies because these analyses typically focus on directors 
or producers. Archival documents such as memoirs, memos, 
and casting idea lists indicate, however, that casting 
personnel were not simply clerical workers, but, rather, by 
contributing to hiring decisions, among those who helped 
shape their respective companies' aesthetic vision. My 
project's third chapter, "The Independent Casting Director," 
brings women into the historical record by explaining the 
rise of the female casting director and the concomitant 
gendering of the profession. The chapter's first half argues 
that examining the major entertainment industries 
concurrently reveals that media scholars have profoundly 
misunderstood the rise of female labor in entertainment 
occupations such as casting. By focusing on Los Angeles 
and the classical Hollywood studio system, critics ignored 
the more permeable divisions of labor that existed in New 
York-based theatre and early television. The looser 
organizational structure of these two industries allowed 
women to pursue entertainment careers and produce culture 
on the east coast in ways they could not on the west. Also 
concentrating on gender, the latter half of this chapter 
contends that the disproportionate number of women who 
entered casting in the 1960s-70s led scholars, journalists, 



and industry professionals to devalue the profession by 
associating it with stereotypically feminine traits. Chapter 
four, "The Digital-Age Casting Director," explores the digital 
revolution's impact on today's casting practices. As I trace 
casting offices' increased use of digital media to locate and 
audition actors, I argue that digital devices give casting 
directors more control over the decision-making process. 
Digital cameras and video-sharing websites, for example, 
allow casting directors to edit most auditions and regulate 
the content upon which many hiring decisions are now 
based. (Abstract shortened by UMI.) 
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Abstract: Much of our understanding of Schoenberg and his 
music today is colored by early responses to his so-called 
free-atonal work from the first part of the twentieth century, 
especially in his birthplace, Vienna. This early, crucial 
reception history has been incredibly significant and 
subversive; the details of the personal and political 
motivations behind deeply negative or manically positive 
responses to Schoenberg's music have not been preserved 
with the same fidelity as the scandalous reactions 
themselves. We know that Schoenberg was feared, 
despised, lauded, and imitated early in his career, but much 
of the explanation as to why has been forgotten or 
overlooked. As a result our own reception of Schoenberg's 



music is built upon inherited fears, hopes, and insecurities 
that are now nearly a century old. In order to more fully 
approach these musical works and their composer it is 
necessary to attempt to separate his reputation from the 
sound of the music. This dissertation, which studies 
Schoenberg's reception from 1908 through 1924 in the 
United States, Britain, and Austria and German through 
select works (Opp. 10, 15, 16, 17), contributes to the field by 
uncovering additional primary sources, including previously 
unknown performances and reviews. My work interacts with 
larger trends in musicology, including questioning the 
narrative of atonality, assessing the value of social and 
artistic movements (i.e. expressionism) as applied to music, 
and examining how the reception of a work is the 
combination of many factors--from the aural to the political--
which intertwine to form our idea of a musical text. 
Ultimately, through a study based on close musical analysis 
employing elements of set-class theory, the methodology of 
Rezeptionsästhetik, and a focus on historical context, I 
present an interpretation in which Schoenberg's reception is 
strongly determined by early critical responses from Vienna, 
where conservative views of music's role in society 
combined with undercurrents of anti-Semitic thought to 
brand Schoenberg as mentally unstable and his music as 
socially detrimental. 
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Abstract: By studying of a piece of music paired with 
specific artwork from the time and place of its composition, 
one can learn more about the character and artistic merits 
of both the art and music, as well as their relationship to the 
culture in which they were created. It is the purpose of this 
paper to examine one specific idea within this vein of 
interdisciplinary study. This study explores the presentation 
of American visual art from the 1920s alongside Dupré's 
Variations sur un Noël, Op. 20. This correlation provides a 
platform for deeper insight into the composition. The sights 
and sounds of America that Dupré observed while 
composing his variation set, captured in artwork from that 
period, illustrate some of the unique and distinguishing 
features of the musical work. This study also explores the 
history and culture around music and art in the 1920's, as 
well as some of the existing research on the relationship 
between music and visual art. 
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Abstract: Place branding by its very nature is a highly 
selective endeavor. Typically, place branding focuses on 
highlighting positive aspects of place while discounting 
others that are deemed less appealing. Whether it pertains 
to attracting tourism, investment or people, or whether it 
concerns achieving a level of cultural significance, 
ultimately place branding impacts physical planning 
decisions and consequently the built environment. The 
selectivity entailed in projecting a sellable place image, 
together with the presence of different interests among the 



particular place stakeholders, may lead to a divergent 
dialectic of assertion and resistance over which brand ought 
to be projected and how it ultimately should be represented. 
This dynamic, I argue, will have impact on equity, on the 
issue of authenticity and on representation. Through a 
historical analysis approach and a case study, this 
dissertation examines how such a dynamic plays out in the 
built environment and how it evolves and shapes it over 
time. Downtown Scottsdale is chosen as a case because it 
offers an example of a small city downtown in the US West 
that experienced significant place branding activity in the 
1950s and the 1960s. In the 1950s, the City of Scottsdale 
branded itself as a Western town and the built environment 
of the downtown area was themed to reflect this image; in 
the 1960s, the Western brand was challenged and calls for 
change emerged. Stakeholders and supporters of the 
Western image and those of the call for change are 
identified, and the dialectic that ensued is examined and 
discussed in relation to its impact on the built environment. 
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Abstract: In 1902, Larz Anderson III, a Washington diplomat, 
and his wife, Isabel Weld Perkins Anderson, a Boston author, 
commissioned the Boston architects Arthur Little and 



Herbert W. C. Browne to design their winter residence in the 
District of Columbia. Completed in 1905, this Beaux-Arts 
mansion now serves as an historic house museum and as 
the national headquarters for the Society of the Cincinnati, a 
patriotic organization established by Revolutionary War 
officers in 1783. Larz Anderson was a member and a 
descendant of one of the founders of the Society. The fact 
that Anderson House was designated a national historic 
landmark in 1996 indicates that it is worthy of national 
recognition, yet the architectural and historical significance 
of this socially and politically important building has not 
been fully investigated. This dissertation examines the 
edifice by focusing on its patrons, families, architects, 
design, art collection, and mural paintings. 
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Abstract: This dissertation explores seven Hollywood 
adaptations of Broadway musicals from the 1960s and early 
seventies. Though generally considered beyond the "Golden 
Age" of film, this period produced some of the most enduring 
and well-loved film musicals of any decade. Furthermore, 
they can all be seen as products of their time. The 1960s 
were a highly volatile time in American history as well as 
within the film industry. Socio-cultural and political factors, 
such as the Cold War, feminism, the civil rights movement, 
the Vietnam War, the sexual revolution, and the gay rights 
movement, all impacted American society and popular 
culture. Furthermore, the studio system continued to break 
down and with it the Hollywood Production Code. Towards 
the end of the decade, the so-called New Hollywood 
filmmakers introduced new ways of American filmmaking. 
Through seven case studies - West Side Story (1961), The 
Music Man (1962), Bye Bye Birdie (1963), The Sound of 



Music (1965), Camelot (1967), Paint Your Wagon (1969), and 
Cabaret (1972) - I place film adaptations of musicals in their 
socio-political and film industry situation by analyzing the 
changes made in the translation from stage to screen, 
delving into the possible reasons for the alterations. In every 
chapter, I discuss the approach to fidelity and use of 
cinematic techniques. Each of the chapters then focus on 
different issues: gender and ethnicity in West Side Story , 
regionalism and politics in The Music Man and Bye Bye 
Birdie , politics, feminism, and the folk revival in The Sound 
of Music , New Hollywood and the sexual revolution in 
Camelot and Paint Your Wagon , and discussion of Cabaret 
as an experimental, adult musical that can be seen as the 
culmination of the decade. An in-depth study of the musicals 
from the 1960s and early seventies provides a reassessment 
of the genre during this period as dynamic and very much in 
tune with the myriad changes. 
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Abstract: Underground Networks: Artists' Television in New 
York City 1973-1986 provides one of the first ever studies of 
public access cable-TV shows produced by artists in lower 



Manhattan. Drawing on a unique range of materials, this 
dissertation traces a counter-history of downtown culture, 
illuminating an avant-garde that spans multiple disciplines 
and media formats - encompassing film and video, 
performance art, music, and literature. Despite its 
significance, this body of work has fallen through the cracks 
of established histories of the period, and my project 
employs a trans-disciplinary range of theoretical approaches 
in order to render it visible. My model of the "underground" 
builds on David E. James's conception of underground film 
as a "social process" - essentially a mode of production 
rather than a set of formal qualities. I argue that artists' 
television extends the politics and poetics of underground 
films by Andy Warhol, Jack Smith, Shirley Clarke, Ron Rice, 
and the Kuchar Brothers, and explore how its live, 
improvised qualities resonate with 1960s inter-media 
events, such as the happening, the light show, and 
"expanded cinema." Artists' television samples from "high" 
and "low" culture in equal measure, cross-wiring Dada and 
Fluxus with the talk show, Situationism with the soap opera, 
and New York School poetry with the variety show. I show 
how artists' television evolves in tandem with the 
underground press, and demonstrate that these autonomous 
media networks perform an auto-ethnographic function, 
creating a series of feedback loops which bolster and 
catalyze downtown counterculture. Whilst emphasizing the 
entanglement of heterogeneous artistic disciplines, this 
dissertation refutes romantic notions of "downtown culture" 
as a singular totality. It argues that mapping downtown 
culture from the perspective of artists' television reveals a 



radically dissensual aesthetic community, a plurality of 
interconnected and yet largely discrete subcultural 
enclaves. I delineate a strata of contiguous but non-aligned 
socio-technical formations. Each chapter focuses not only 
on connective links, but also on the specific spaces in which 
these shows were produced and consumed, such as the 
living loft, the cable-TV studio, the nightclub, and the 
independent art space. This dissertation provides a valuable 
addition to existing studies of underground film, video art, 
television, and digital culture. I investigate how this local 
and specific media ecology serves as an exemplary instance 
of a proto-digital post-media dispositif which begins to 
emerge during the late 1970s - a techno-cultural 
configuration in which film, video, television, and print 
media converge, and divisions between audience and 
producer begin to erode. At the same time, I demonstrate 
that by virtue of being contained within a relatively 
restricted locality, downtown artists' television differs 
significantly from contemporary global media networks. 
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Abstract: My project examines the emergence of personal 
computing, a platform underlying much of digital media 
studies but that itself has received little attention outside of 



corporate histories. Using an archive of technical papers, 
professional journals, popular magazines, and science 
fiction, I trace the origin of design strategies that led to a 
largely instrumentalist view of personal computing and 
elevated "transparent design" to a privileged status. In 
Chapter 1, I analyze technical literature from the 1970s and 
80s to show how cognitive psychologists and computer 
engineers developed an ideal of transparency that 
discouraged users from accessing information structures 
underlying personal computers. As I argue, transparency's 
paradoxical promise stems from the instrumentalist belief 
that problems of access should be addressed through an 
artificial increase in technological literacy. Chapter 2 argues 
that the commercialization of transparent design 
established a computational horizon. In analyzing popular 
computing magazines published during the early 1980s, I 
show how Apple positioned the Macintosh in opposition to 
the rationalism of IBM, promising that the future of 
computing would be one in which users would be 
empowered by machines that "just worked." The cyberpunk 
writings of William Gibson and Bruce Sterling respond to the 
cultural constraints of transparent design. While critics have 
argued that Gibson and Sterling strive to make information 
systems visible, I argue that their hackers are constrained 
by transparency, regularly encountering limits to their own 
computational agency in an ultra-transparent cyberspace. 
Chapter 3 asserts a need for methodologies in software 
studies that can account for the scale and scope of 
contemporary software. As I argue, fears of "spaghetti 
code"--software with routines so entangled that delineating 



specific processes is impossible--imagine developers 
succumbing to the sort of the mania described in Robert 
Coover's The Universal Baseball Association . Object-
oriented programming, by contrast, stresses modularity and 
encourages programmers to write components with singular 
functions that can be incorporated into software by their 
peers without needing to be managed directly. Accounting 
for this structure, I conclude, requires something more than 
the close reading of code's aesthetics advocated by 
methodologies like Critical Code Studies. Chapter 4 takes as 
its object the open source software movement, studying 
both its various manifestos and the source code for software 
produced by its members. Examining the movement's 
foundational texts, I argue that open source principles 
reflect a strong opposition to transparent design. By 
applying topic modeling and social network analysis tools to 
source code for the Linux operating system, I demonstrate 
that it exhibits a form of structural obfuscation similar to 
that in commercial software. This study suggests not only 
that structured programming relies on the same principles 
and strategies as proprietary design but also that 
transparency's obfuscation of computation need not restrict 
the user's agency. Chapter 5 takes as its object of study the 
source code to sixty versions of Mozilla Firefox, tracing the 
program's ancestry to Netscape's decision to release the 
source code to its Communicator browser suite in 1998. 
Including source code in our understanding of software's 
materiality exposes a complex bibliographic history that 
quickly becomes too large to study through traditional 
methods of close reading. In order to address the textual 



duplication present in a corpus of successive versions of an 
application, I build topic modeling software tailored to 
source code's iterative inscription. In expanding software's 
materiality to include its source code, this case study shows 
that software's internal structures are subject to constant 
evolution and that transparent design often leads to large-
scale changes in software that go unnoticed by users as 
long as the interface remains relatively unchanged. 
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Abstract: Leo Castelli is widely credited as having a 
significant influence on in the development of postwar 
American art. In this dissertation I analyze Leo Castelli's 
practices that contributed to his success. I compiled a 
database of over 20,000 transactions harvested from the 
sales archives of galleries operating in the 1950s and 1960s. 
Using digital tools such as network visualization and maps, I 
show how Leo Castelli generated fame and fortune for 
Jasper Johns and Robert Rauschenberg through a novel, 
selective sales strategy. I discuss the historical context for 
Leo Castelli's practices as a dealer. I trace the development 



of art markets, starting with the first primary market for art 
in Antwerp in the late fifteenth century. I examine the roots 
of the rapid internationalization of this market and discuss 
the emergence of the entrepreneur art dealer. I describe the 
anomalous development of a primary market for avant-garde 
art in the United and the efforts of collectors, dealers, 
artists and institutions to make American culture more 
responsive to new art, efforts that came to fruition at the 
same time that Leo Castelli opened his gallery. Castelli was 
ideally situated to take advantage of this moment in the 
American primary market. Castelli's Jewish background, old-
world European demeanor, and `playboy' lifestyle are found 
to have been major factors in his success, particularly his 
affinity with the Jewish community that was emerging as an 
important force in collecting avant-garde art. Reviewing the 
market conditions in postwar Europe, I show how Leo 
Castelli's success in Europe was more the result of the lack 
of interest of American dealers to enter the international 
market than Castelli's marketing skills. Using Castelli's 
practices as a model, along with the insights of 
anthropologists such as Arjun Appadurai and sociologists 
Bruno Latour and Pierre Bourdieu, I theorize that art works 
obtain value in the primary market through dealers' carefully 
constructed biographies for these works (which include but 
are not limited to provenance). 
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Abstract: This dissertation is a multi-method, institutional 
theoretic study that sought to understand how 
organizational communication in the United States 



petroleum industry functioned as a device for corporate 
legitimation over the years 1975-1990. The study 
investigated the symbolic dimension of organizational 
communication taking place via the medium of oil industry 
Annual Reports. The study addressed two major research 
questions: (i) What was the nature of corporate legitimation 
in the U.S. petroleum industry during the years 1975-1990? 
and (ii) What was the structure of corporate legitimation in 
the industry over these years? The context for these 
questions was provided by important industry-level actions 
such as business-government relations, diversification, 
OPEC relations, corporate restructuring, etc. To understand 
the nature of corporate legitimation, the study employed 
methods of grounded theory analysis. In addition to 
investigating the ideological characteristics of oil industry 
Chief Executive Officers' (CEOs') Letters to Shareholders, 
this analysis also focussed upon the linguistic devices of 
persuasion (e.g., myths, metaphors, etc.) and the processes 
of discursive closure employed in these letters. On the other 
hand, quantitative techniques of content analysis, including 
multivariate research methods such as factor analysis, 
discriminant analysis and MANOVAs, were employed for 
analyzing the structure of corporate legitimation. These 
analyses were designed to investigate the interrelationship 
of the various concepts by which oil industry CEOs 
expressed themselves in their Annual Reports. This study 
show that the U.S. oil industry employed eight inter-
connected ideologies in the process of legitimating salient 
industry-level actions of these years. In part, the persuasive 
power of these ideologies derived from their ability to evoke 



certain mythic and taken-for-granted elements of the 
cultural 'common sense.' As regards the structure of 
corporate legitimation, an important finding of the study is 
that the industry's Annual Reports assumed four personae in 
the process of articulating their ideological messages. The 
study advances the thesis that corporate legitimation in an 
industry such as petroleum implies the legitimation of a 
given 'way of life,' and involves both expressing and 
constituting the subjectivities upon which this way of life 
depends. Finally, the study draws some implications for 
management research and practice. 
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Abstract: Neither the Morrill Land Act nor land speculator 
William S. Chapman occupies any significant space in the 
history books of Fresno County. Both are as obscure as the 
era in which they existed, yet each acted as a catalyst upon 
the other in setting a direction for the future of the county's 
growth and development. The goal has been to coalesce and 
supplement what has been written with that which has not 
and to provide an insight into the individual significance and 
mutual interdependence of one man and one piece of 
legislation in the last half of the nineteenth century. I shall 
attempt to correct some long-standing historical 
discrepancies and offer the first reasonably detailed 
biography of William Smith Chapman, who unknowingly 
charted the future of Fresno County. Information has been 
gained through an extensive study of public records, files, 
land patents, and the private files of Chapman descendants. 
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Abstract: A mass movement can emerge suddenly, appear 
powerful, and yet quickly collapse. This volatility has been 
neglected in the literature on social movements. Moreover, 
the conventional method of social science--using 
independent variables to explain a dependent variable--
discourages the investigation of rapid change. This 
dissertation examines the wave of strikes and mobilization 
among American workers in 1886, focusing on Chicago. To 
construct a comprehensive explanation, it combines 
different approaches. An analysis of time series over the 
period 1881-1936 demonstrates that macroeconomic 
variables cannot account for the peak of 1886. An account 
of activists' political frustrations in the early 1880s shows 
why they resolved to use labor's economic power, by 
refusing to work more than eight hours from May 1, 1886. 
Most importantly, the dissertation explicates the 
endogenous dynamics that arise from interaction among the 
constituents of a movement, and between them and their 
opponents. The spectacular growth of the movement in the 
spring of 1886, which surprised even the activists, can be 
explained only by contagious inspiration. As each new group 
of workers became hopeful enough to organize, the fact of 
their organization inspired other groups to follow suit. 
Mobilization thus became a self-reinforcing process. New 
hopes gave rise to new organization; new organization 
became evidence that such hopes were justified. These 
expectations were not really tested until workers struck en 
masse in May. During the course of May, many groups of 
workers found that they had overestimated their collective 
strength; their strikes ended in defeat. The extent of the 



reversal can be explained only by a shift among employers. 
Many had actually granted concessions--but they soon 
revoked them. While employers had been able to await a 
more opportune time to counterattack, workers had to 
either strike immediately to defend their gains, or surrender 
their collective organization. As workers' hopes collapsed, 
few chose to strike again. Those that did were generally 
defeated. 
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Abstract: This study analyzes the evolution of the bilateral 
intra-industry trade between France and seven 
heterogeneous economies of Western Europe and North 
America (Great Britain, Belgium, Germany, Spain, Portugal, 
the US, and Canada) for the period 1847-1939. Based in such 
calculations it is concluded that two-way trade was a 
common and increasing phenomenon in the pre-WWII era 
(especially after 1860). In addition, a theoretical model that 
accounts for the role of income growth and tariff reduction 
in double trade during this period is developed and tested. 
Two-way trade was larger in countries with more similar 
factor endowments, large fraction of trade to GDP, and large 
proportion of manufacturing exports to total exports. This is 
the case of the industrial economies of Western Europe 
(France, Great Britain, Belgium, and Germany). On the other 
hand, trade was more specialized in low industrial countries 
(such as Spain and Portugal) given that they usually 
exchanged agricultural commodities for manufactured 
goods. Finally, land abundant countries such as the US and 
Canada had lower amounts of two-way trade than their 



industrial European counterparts. The US and Canada's 
levels find their explanation in two facts: their fractions of 
total trade to GDP were relatively low and they had a 
comparative advantage in the production and export of land 
intensive agricultural goods. As a result, their fractions of 
manufacturing exports to total exports was relatively lower 
than those of countries at similar stages of development 
which were not land abundant (such as Belgium, France and 
Great Britain). 
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Abstract: This thesis analyzes the ownership structure of 
American manufacturing firms during the 19th century. The 
19th century United States has excellent archival sources 
for this research agenda, the R. G. Dun & Co. Collection and 
the Manuscript Census of Manufactures. Chapter 2 
describes the two data sources. It also introduces the two 
sampled counties used in the analysis, Bristol and Essex 
County, Massachusetts. Chapter 3 explores the dynamics of 
the firm population by studying business failure during the 
19th century. The estimation of the exit rate suggests that 
the exit rate during the 19th century was much higher and 
more volatile than that of the 20th century. Furthermore, 



even the medium size firms of the 19th century had higher 
rates of exit than the average firm of the post-WWII period. 
One important source of this pattern is smaller firm size. 
This raises questions on why entrepreneurs did not pool 
their resources and increase firm size, which leads us to 
investigate the ownership structure of the firm. Chapter 4 
studies the ownership structure of the firm by inquiring into 
the popularity of partnership during this period. It is widely 
believed that partnerships are optimal only for firms in 
special industries. However, the data demonstrates that 
about 20-40% of firms in every industry were organized as 
partnerships. This chapter claims that partnership was 
adopted mainly for overcoming resource constraints. Size 
distribution, geographical distribution, and growth pattern 
all support this argument. Chapter 5 explores the ownership 
structure of the jewelry producers in the 
Providence/Attleboro (P/A) area. Due to the differentiated 
nature of the product, the P/A producers needed to perform 
active promotion to the wholesalers in New York. This 
condition motivated the entrepreneurs to organize 
partnerships to ameliorate the informational asymmetry and 
mobilize resources to achieve economies of scale related to 
sales. Evidence from the address of copartners and share of 
family partnerships is more favorable to the resource 
mobilization factor, which is consistent with the result from 
Chapter 4. This study contributes to a better understanding 
of the interaction between ownership structure of the firm, 
financial markets, and industrial conditions. Chapter 6 
summarizes the dissertation and proposes future research. 

 



Links: 
http://RT4RF9QN2Y.search.serialssolutions.com/?ctx_ver=Z3
9.88-2004&amp;ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-
8&amp;rfr_id=info:sid/ProQuest+Dissertations+%26+Theses+
Global&amp;rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:dissertation&a
mp;rft.genre=dissertations+%26+theses&amp;rft.jtitle=&am
p;rft.atitle=&amp;rft.au=Kim%2C+Duol&amp;rft.aulast=Kim&
amp;rft.aufirst=Duol&amp;rft.date=2003-01-
01&amp;rft.volume=&amp;rft.issue=&amp;rft.spage=&amp;rf
t.isbn=&amp;rft.btitle=&amp;rft.title=Firm+financing%2C+ow
nership+structure+and+market+competition+in+the+United+
States+manufacturing+during+the+nineteenth+century&amp
;rft.issn=&amp;rft_id=info:doi/ 

 

http://RT4RF9QN2Y.search.serialssolutions.com/?ctx_ver=Z3
9.88-2004&amp;ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-
8&amp;rfr_id=info:sid/ProQuest+Dissertations+%26+Theses+
Global&amp;rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:dissertation&a
mp;rft.genre=dissertations+%26+theses&amp;rft.jtitle=&am
p;rft.atitle=&amp;rft.au=Kim%2C+Duol&amp;rft.aulast=Kim&
amp;rft.aufirst=Duol&amp;rft.date=2003-01-
01&amp;rft.volume=&amp;rft.issue=&amp;rft.spage=&amp;rf
t.isbn=&amp;rft.btitle=&amp;rft.title=Firm+financing%2C+ow
nership+structure+and+market+competition+in+the+United+
States+manufacturing+during+the+nineteenth+century&amp
;rft.issn=&amp;rft_id=info:doi/ 

 



Subject: Economic history; American history; Financing; 
Business ownership; Competition; Manufacturing; Studies 

 

Classification: 0509: Economic history; 0337: American 
history 

 

Identifier / keyword: Social sciences, Firm financing, 
Ownership, Market competition, Manufacturing, Nineteenth 
century 

 

Title: Firm financing, ownership structure and market 
competition in the United States manufacturing during the 
nineteenth century 

 

Pages: 151 p. 

 

Number of pages: 151 

 

Publication year: 2003 

 

Degree date: 2003 

 

School code: 0031 

 



Source: DAI-A 65/02, p. 635, Aug 2004 

 

Place of publication: Ann Arbor 

 

Country of publication: United States 

 

Advisor: Lamoreaux, Naomi, Rosenthal, Jean-Laurent 

 

University/institution: University of California, Los Angeles 

 

University location: United States -- California 

 

Degree: Ph.D. 

 

Source type: Dissertations & Theses 

 

Language: English 

 

Document type: Dissertation/Thesis 

 

Dissertation/thesis number: 3121204 

 



ProQuest document ID: 305341623 

 

Document URL: 
http://pitt.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/d
ocview/305341623?accountid=14709 

 

Copyright: Copyright UMI - Dissertations Publishing 2003 

 

Database: ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Document 9 of 25 

 

Eisenhower's New Look, tactical nuclear weapons, and 
limited war with a case study of the Taiwan Strait crisis of 
1958 

 

Author: Walker, David McKinley 

 

http://pitt.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/d
ocview/305185630?accountid=14709 

 



Abstract: President Eisenhower appeared sincere in his 
belief in protecting the economy and reducing government 
expenditure on defense. He saw vast spending on defense 
as harmful to the economy, and fatal to democratic values. 
The President's New Look defense policy sought to achieve 
both balanced budgets and a sufficient defense. The New 
Look nuclearized the armed forces at every level in order to 
provide firepower at the expense of manpower. However, 
what was the cost to military capability of these savings? 
Critics have ridiculed the "pentomic" reorganization and 
ideas of battlefield nuclear war which obscures the 
seriousness with which the Army took it at the time. 
Nuclearization did bring about nuclear powered submarines, 
carriers, cruisers and frigates. The Army did introduce 
nuclear artillery and it developed the doctrine for helicopter 
assault tactics--the Air Cav--in the 1950s for the mobile 
atomic battlefield, not for anti-guerrilla activities in Vietnam. 
Utilizing the example of the Taiwan Strait crisis of 1958 this 
study suggests that the nuclearization reduced the 
effectiveness of conventional capabilities, resulted in a 
difficulty in fighting limited wars--especially with tactical 
nuclear weapons--and limited the military response options 
of the President. The military readiness of the armed forces 
have a place in understanding the unfolding of any Cold War 
crisis. Cold War studies often focus upon strategic weapons; 
however the various wars fought during the Cold War were 
limited and fought with conventional weapons. Issues of 
doctrine, training, tactical systems--in short, military 
effectiveness--are important in finding what the real military 
balance was at different stages of the Cold War. The New 



Look military program did not occur in a vacuum, or simply 
in the realm of economics, but had to cope with, and exist 
within, a world of specific political circumstances. 
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Abstract: This dissertation involves a content analysis of 
public discussion by government officials involved in the 
debate over the use of force against Iraq. Elite participants 
in government made public announcements to justify policy 
positions to constituents, educate interested participants 
inside government and external to the process, and 
persuade fellow decision-makers in government that the 
decision to use force against Iraq was the correct decision. 
Government officials' public statements regarding the 
potential use of force against Iraq comprise the "policy 
primeval soup" from which the policy of an invasion 
emerged. This analysis examines how U.S. political elites 
publicly discussed the use of force against Iraq from when 
President Bush took office on January 19, 2001 to March 19, 
2003, the day the invasion of Iraq began. This research 
identifies aspects of the debate over which groups of 
officials most disagreed in the public discourse and how the 
degree of consensus or divergence changed over time. 
Results demonstrate that there was little consensus 
between parties and branches of government in how force 
was justified against Iraq. As the amount of discussion 
regarding Iraq increased in late 2002, this degree of 
consensus decreased. Though Congress authorized 
President Bush to use force against Iraq in October 2002, 
Republicans and Democrats in Congress differed 



significantly in how they discussed the use of force. These 
differences were smaller than the differences between 
Congress as a whole and the Executive branch. 
Nonetheless, the evidence collected here demonstrates that 
Congress was not acquiescent. While the prevailing 
interpretation in congressional-executive relations is that 
Congress passively supports the Executive branch in foreign 
military endeavors, this research demonstrates that 
Congress was involved in the debate about Iraq and 
increased that involvement as the time for the Iraq 
Resolution vote approached, increasingly growing more 
hawkish. At the same time, the story of the Iraq war debate 
was more nuanced than the typical argument would 
suggest, namely that Congress tends to follow the Executive 
branch's foreign policy. While the Executive branch exhorted 
war with Iraq more so than the Legislative branch, there 
may have been some enablement of this message from 
congressional Democrats. 
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Abstract: The battleground state is ubiquitous in the 
discourse and scholarship surrounding American 
presidential campaigns, but the concept remains poorly 
understood, measured, and operationalized. The nature of 
presidential geographic targeting carries potentially 
significant consequences for the nation's issue agenda, 
political institutions, and voter behavior, and this 



dissertation details the need to re-conceptualize the 
battleground state as both an explanatory and dependent 
variable if these consequences are to be better understood. 
Beginning with the 1960 presidential election, I use an 
original archival data set collected at the nation's 
presidential libraries to confront the myths that exist in both 
popular coverage and much of the existing political science 
literature about battleground states, and I work to correct 
the record. Media content analysis establishes the 
significant increase in attention paid to battleground 
strategies over time in the press. A conceptual analysis 
highlights both the stability and the evolution of the 
battleground state concept. The archival records reveal the 
presidential campaigns' multiple goals, the various 
geographic strategies adopted to meet those goals, and the 
elements campaigns use to prioritize geographic areas. The 
findings challenge many leading assumptions and expose 
misconceptions made about battleground strategies, and I 
suggest ways to improve our understanding of the concept. 
Next, a constitutive analysis using multiplicative interaction 
models explores the preconditions that guide campaign 
classification and campaign resource allocation patterns in 
presidential elections. This analysis demonstrates a 
fundamental shift in the factors that predict state 
battleground status and offers more evidence of why it is 
necessary to more rigorously conceptualize the battleground 
state. Finally, a causal analysis of the effects of the 
battleground state on voter evaluations of the candidates 
reveals the critical link between conceptualization and 
measurement validity. I demonstrate that different levels of 



measurement tell us very different stories about the causal 
processes of campaign effects, and I argue for the increased 
use of a categorical dummy variable to measure 
battleground status. Finally, using a block recursive model, I 
demonstrate that the inclusion of multiple campaign 
mechanisms and campaign classifications of the states in 
battleground effects models clarifies the direct effects of 
different strategies on voter behavior. In presenting these 
and other findings, I improve our understanding of the 
battleground concept and enhance its usefulness as a tool 
for future research. 
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Abstract: This dissertation is about American Red Cross and 
YMCA work in revolutionary and civil war Russia. It focuses 
on the most significant phases of these organizations' 
efforts in terms of the numbers of personnel involved and 
the funds expended: Moscow and Petrograd, 1917-18; 
northern Russia during the Allied military intervention, 1918-
19; and Siberia and the Russian Far East, from 1918 through 
the early 1920s. By drawing on dozens of often underused 



archival collections this study is able to discuss these 
"constructive efforts" in much fuller detail than have 
existing works. The activities of the Americans who worked 
in Russia, rather than those who made policy from afar, are 
of primary interest. The concern here, beyond the what, 
where, and who, is why: Why did American relief or social 
service work occur? The answers, of which there are 
several, include a desire to provide assistance to suffering 
populations. But the humanitarian impulse was often not the 
one that carried the day when decisions about policy and 
practice were taken. Military concerns were important, 
especially while the Great War still raged on the western 
front, and while Allied and American soldiers fought Russian 
Bolsheviks. American relief workers also saw themselves as 
contributing directly to relations between Russia and 
Russians on the one hand, and the United States, the Allies, 
and the American people on the other. They were moved to 
carry out their work because they saw the importance of it 
for the present and future of relations between the two 
countries. Americans in Russia also took advantage of the 
presence of soldiers, civilian refugees, and former prisoners 
of war from a variety of European countries to spread the 
good word about all things American. Ultimately, Americans 
viewed revolutionary Russia through the lens of 
modernization. With American help, the future could be 
bright. With the right leadership in place to oversee their 
education, honest, hardworking, and intellectually curious 
peasants (as they were described by contemporary 
observers) could be turned into modern citizens. The 



Russian project failed to achieve its promise, but for a time 
Americans retained their optimism about Russia's future. 
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Abstract: This dissertation traces the role of research 
stations in the emergence of the interdisciplinary field of 
tropical biology in the United States during the early 
twentieth century. My study centers on the community of 
tropical biologists that formed around two stations 
administered by the Harvard zoologist Thomas Barbour from 
the 1920s through 1940s: Harvard's laboratory and garden at 
"Soledad," an American-owned sugar plantation in 
Cienfuegos, Cuba, and Barro Colorado Island, a field station 
and nature reserve in Gatun Lake in the Panama Canal Zone. 
My analysis of these sites of scientific practice illuminates 
how the experience of living and working in Caribbean 
environments transformed American ideas about tropical 
nature. Historians of science have proven the importance of 
stations in shaping the discipline of biology within the US. 
By following American biology into the tropics, however, I 
also raise important issues in the history of science and 
empire not confronted by the existing historiography. The 
colonial and neocolonial context of twentieth-century 
tropical fieldwork aligned US biologists with expanding US 
economic, military, and political networks in the Caribbean. 
This alignment had material effects not only on the places 
where biologists chose to work, but also on the patronage 
structures available to scientists and the organization of 
station labor. Fieldwork at tropical stations, however, did 



not simply serve corporate interests, but also raised unique 
intellectual questions for biologists. Americans had long 
imagined the tropics as luxuriant and rich in species, but 
their knowledge was limited to expeditionary science and 
taxonomic collections. Station science transformed 
understandings of tropical nature by allowing long-term, 
place-based investigations. This new approach reoriented 
research toward the ecological and evolutionary causes of 
tropical species richness. Both in its contributions to the 
concept of species diversity and in its approach to diversity 
as a resource, tropical biology has also played an under-
appreciated role in the formation of the "biodiversity" 
discourse. 
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Abstract: The current paradigm of dividing American 
political history into early and modern periods and organized 
based on "liberal" and "conservative" parties does not 
adequately explain the complexity of American politics and 
American political ideology. This structure has resulted of 
creating an artificial separation between the two periods 
and the reading backward of modern definitions of liberal 
and conservative back on the past. Doing so often results in 
obscuring means and ends as well as the true nature of 
political ideology in American history. Instead of two 
primary ideologies in American history, there are three: 



Hamiltonianism, Jeffersonianism, and Progressivism. The 
first two originated in the debates of the Early Republic and 
were the primary political division of the nineteenth century. 
Progressivism arose to deal with the new social problems 
resulting from industrialization and challenged the political 
and social order established resulting from the Hamiltonian 
and Jeffersonian debate. By 1920, Progressivism had 
become a major force in American politics, most recently in 
the Democratic administration of Woodrow Wilson. In the 
light of this new political movement, that sought to use 
state power not to promote business, but to regulate it and 
provide social relief, conservative Hamiltonian Republicans 
increasingly began using Jeffersonian ideas and rhetoric in 
opposition to Progressive policy initiatives. In doing so, they 
began a fusion of Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian thought 
within the Republican Party. The fusion they created, 
however, was imperfect. Mainstream Republicans borrowed 
from Jefferson irregularly without changing their overall 
policy objectives. In doing so, they redefined Jeffersonian 
ideas of limited government to include traditional 
Republican priorities while excluding Progressive ones. 
Progressive Republicans used both Hamilton and Jefferson 
to sell their ideas. The result was ideological conflict within 
the party, not only between Progressives and Conservatives, 
but also over whether the pro-business Hamiltonian 
priorities or small-government Jeffersonian ones should take 
precedence. 

 



Links: 
http://RT4RF9QN2Y.search.serialssolutions.com/?ctx_ver=Z3
9.88-2004&amp;ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-
8&amp;rfr_id=info:sid/ProQuest+Dissertations+%26+Theses+
Global&amp;rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:dissertation&a
mp;rft.genre=dissertations+%26+theses&amp;rft.jtitle=&am
p;rft.atitle=&amp;rft.au=Ballentyne%2C+Dan&amp;rft.aulast
=Ballentyne&amp;rft.aufirst=Dan&amp;rft.date=2014-01-
01&amp;rft.volume=&amp;rft.issue=&amp;rft.spage=&amp;rf
t.isbn=9781321416251&amp;rft.btitle=&amp;rft.title=Republi
canism+recast%3A+The+fusion+of+Hamiltonian+and+Jeffers
onian+thought+in+the+Republican+Party+of+the+1920s&am
p;rft.issn=&amp;rft_id=info:doi/ 

 

http://RT4RF9QN2Y.search.serialssolutions.com/?ctx_ver=Z3
9.88-2004&amp;ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-
8&amp;rfr_id=info:sid/ProQuest+Dissertations+%26+Theses+
Global&amp;rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:dissertation&a
mp;rft.genre=dissertations+%26+theses&amp;rft.jtitle=&am
p;rft.atitle=&amp;rft.au=Ballentyne%2C+Dan&amp;rft.aulast
=Ballentyne&amp;rft.aufirst=Dan&amp;rft.date=2014-01-
01&amp;rft.volume=&amp;rft.issue=&amp;rft.spage=&amp;rf
t.isbn=9781321416251&amp;rft.btitle=&amp;rft.title=Republi
canism+recast%3A+The+fusion+of+Hamiltonian+and+Jeffers
onian+thought+in+the+Republican+Party+of+the+1920s&am
p;rft.issn=&amp;rft_id=info:doi/ 

 

Subject: American history; Modern history; Political science 



 

Classification: 0337: American history; 0582: Modern history; 
0615: Political science 

 

Identifier / keyword: Social sciences, Republican, Twenties, 
Conservativism, Hamilton, alexander, Ideology, Jefferson, 
thomas 

 

Title: Republicanism recast: The fusion of Hamiltonian and 
Jeffersonian thought in the Republican Party of the 1920s 

 

Number of pages: 384 

 

Publication year: 2014 

 

Degree date: 2014 

 

School code: 0008 

 

Source: DAI-A 76/04(E), Oct 2015 

 

Place of publication: Ann Arbor 

 



Country of publication: United States 

 

ISBN: 9781321416251 

 

Advisor: Lichtman, Allan 

 

Committee member: Kuznick, Peter, Tannenbaum, Donald 

 

University/institution: American University 

 

Department: History 

 

University location: United States -- District of Columbia 

 

Degree: Ph.D. 

 

Source type: Dissertations & Theses 

 

Language: English 

 

Document type: Dissertation/Thesis 

 



Dissertation/thesis number: 3667414 

 

ProQuest document ID: 1644536537 

 

Document URL: 
http://pitt.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/d
ocview/1644536537?accountid=14709 

 

Copyright: Copyright ProQuest, UMI Dissertations Publishing 
2014 

 

Database: ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Document 15 of 25 

 

George Whitefield, the imperial itinerant: Religion, 
economics, and politics in the era of the Great Awakening 

 

Author: Choi, Peter Y. 

 



http://pitt.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/d
ocview/1630047001?accountid=14709 

 

Abstract: This dissertation examines the long trajectory of 
revival religion in the eighteenth century by following 
George Whitefield into his latter years beyond the height of 
the Great Awakening. Known as the Grand Itinerant, he was 
not only the most important preacher of the eighteenth 
century but also a cultural phenomenon whose life bears 
significance for understanding the British Atlantic world. If a 
study of Whitefield must work out the complex puzzles 
presented by his peripatetic life, there is also the prospect 
of rich insights to be gleaned from a grand globetrotting life 
that held the attention of British subjects everywhere 
captive across three decades. By focusing on this prominent 
priest who declared the whole world his parish, the 
dissertation argues that the evangelical revivals became 
absorbed into larger processes of British imperial state 
formation over the course of the eighteenth century. Due to 
his homiletical effectiveness, historians and hagiographers 
alike have placed inordinate focus on Whitefield the 
preacher. By paying close attention to the imperial context 
of the itinerant's religious career, this study uncovers 
connections between evangelical faith and the broader 
culture which provided the soil for its growth. Though 
Whitefield stepped onto a tumultuous stage in the mid 
1730s, by the time of his death in 1770, a new world was 
coming into shape. His ongoing revision of revival strategies 
contributed much to this remaking. Therefore, tracing 



Whitefield's later years will show that some of his most 
significant contributions came after the revivals, as he 
struggled to work out the implications of a fast-fading 
revivalism in the face of an ever-expanding empire. 
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Abstract: This dissertation looks at how teachers, unionists, 
and cultural workers used black history to offer new ways of 
thinking about racial knowledge from a local level. 
Numerous efforts to promote and teach this history 
demonstrated how dissident cosmopolitan political currents 
from previous decades remained relevant to a vibrant and 
ideologically diffuse African American public sphere despite 
widespread Cold War dispersions, white supremacist 
reactions, and anticommunist repressions. My argument 
proceeds by demonstrating how these public history 
projects coalesced around a series of connected 
pedagogical endeavors. These endeavors included the work 
of school teachers on Chicago's South side who tried to 
advance curriculum reforms through World War II and 
afterwards, the work of packinghouse workers and other 
union-focused educators who used anti-discrimination 
campaigns to teach about the history of African Americans 
and Mexican Americans in the labor movement and to 
advance innovative models for worker education, and the 
activities of important cultural workers like Margaret and 
Charles Burroughs who politicized urban space and fought 
for greater recognition of black history in the public sphere 
through the advancement of their vision for a museum. 
Collectively, these projects expressed important ideas about 
race, citizenship, education and intellectual labors that 
engaged closely with the rapidly shifting terrains of mid-20th 



Century civil rights and international anti-colonialisms. 
Ultimately, this dissertation offers a social history about 
how cosmopolitan cultural work in public history and similar 
forms of knowledge production were at the intersections of 
political realities and lived experience in U.S. urban life. 
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Abstract: Between Religion and Politics: The Working Class 
Religious Left, 1880-1920 makes two main arguments: First, 
through an analysis of socialist print culture and party 
meeting minutes, it argues that Christianity animated 
socialist culture in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Moreover, wage earners within socialist circles, 
and especially the emerging Socialist Party of America, used 
these working class spaces as their alternative to a church. 
They preached and prayed together, and developed a 
socialist Christian theology of cooperation, personal 
sacrifice, and a future "Christian Commonwealth." While the 
Socialist Party of America was by no means a Christian 
Socialist movement, it served as a welcome spiritual home 
for the many working class Christians who melded their 
socialist convictions with their faith. Christian, Jewish, and 
agnostic socialists worked together under the banner of the 
emerging Socialist Party of America. By 1912, the number of 
socialist Christians outside the churches was so great that 
the new Protestant denominational federation, the Federal 
Council of Churches, organized a series of nationwide 



campaigns to root out socialists from industrial workforces 
and draw politically neutral Christians into the churches. 
Second, the project revises our understanding of the rise of 
Social Christianity. It shows that Protestant leaders' public 
solidarity with laborers were a direct response to the 
popularity of Jesus' teachings within the labor and socialist 
movements. Clerics within the Federal Council of Churches 
sought to bring workers into their churches, but teach them 
that socialism and other economic philosophies were either 
irrelevant or unorthodox. In their "Seven Day Churches" and 
other well-developed ministries geared toward wage 
earners, they sought to replace the labor movement with the 
church: they re-created working class community 
atmospheres while defending the neutrality of the church on 
economic questions. Within close case studies of Social 
Gospel churches in New York City and Cleveland in the 
1910s, we learn that labor leaders and church leaders 
intensely competed for leadership over the moral 
communities of working class Christians. In an examination 
of the Interchurch World Movement and its attendant 1919 
steel strike report, we confirm that building up Protestant 
churches, not defending workers, was a primary goal of 
Social Gospel leaders. In 1919 and after, the Committee on 
Christ and Social Service within the Federal Council of 
Churches rejected unions' goals entirely, and endorsed 
open-shop plans for "Christian brotherhood" and "industrial 
peace." The dissertation concludes that within both the 
national and local spheres, workers were rebuked in their 
efforts to confront the Protestant churches with an alternate 
vision of the Christian Commonwealth. The Federal Council 



of Churches responded to the wide appeal of Christian 
Socialist ideas with a series of national campaigns which 
denied workers' Christianity. They defended workers' rights 
to a living wage but sought to replace the moral appeal of 
the labor movement with that of local churches. 
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Abstract: This dissertation examines the relationship 
between Black America and East Germany from 1949 to 
1989, exploring the ways in which two unlikely partners 
used international solidarity to achieve goals of domestic 
importance. Despite the growing number of works 
addressing the black experience in and with Imperial 
Germany, Nazi Germany, West Germany, and contemporary 
Germany, few studies have devoted attention to the black 
experience in and with East Germany. In this work, the 
outline of this transatlantic relationship is defined, detailing 
who was involved in the friendship, why they were involved, 
and what they hoped to gain from this alliance. This 
dissertation argues that the GDR's ruling party utilized the 
relationship as a means of authenticating claims of East 
German anti-racism, a component of the Party's efforts to 
acquire legitimacy and diplomatic recognition from the 
international community in the wake of World War II, the 
Holocaust, and the division of Germany. African American 



radical leftists saw in East Germany a means of support and 
solidarity in the struggle for rights at home, as well as a 
society that was allegedly racism-free, upon which they 
could model their own attempts to eradicate racism in the 
US. Utilizing a transnational framework and analyzing 
government documents, newspapers, correspondence, 
photographs, and autobiographies, this work probes the 
ways in which two groups, pushed to the margins, sought to 
navigate the geopolitics of an ideologically-charged world. 
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Abstract: The Age of Revolution was an era of maritime war, 
in which epochal struggles for imperial dominance and 
national self-determination were defined by the seizure of 
merchant vessels at sea. Though American statesmen 
largely sought to keep the new nation out of the burgeoning 
transatlantic conflicts, the United States' deep involvement 
in maritime commerce meant that international 
controversies over the prizes of war routinely washed up 
onto American shores. And when the United States itself 
went to war in 1812, the importance of privateering in the 
struggle against British maritime hegemony ensured that the 
seizure of merchant ships at sea remained central to the 
new nation's wartime foreign relations. As this dissertation 
establishes, in adjudicating the legality of these maritime 



captures the federal courts assumed a central role in 
defining the new nation's legal relations with a world at war. 
As American policymakers, foreign diplomats, distressed 
merchants, and acquisitive privateers all sought to vindicate 
through law the competing rights they claimed to maritime 
property, the courts were charged with applying general 
legal principles governing wartime sovereign relations in 
ways that respected foreign prerogatives while protecting 
American national interests. Though judges were cautious 
at first about intervening in disputes with deep implications 
for American foreign relations, repeated (if not always 
unanimous) insistence by public officials and private parties 
alike that the courts were best suited to resolve 
diplomatically sensitive controversies fostered a growing 
confidence in the wisdom and propriety of judicial 
intervention in the affairs of state. The courts' adjudication 
of prize cases in this era was central to the establishment of 
the United States' sovereignty and independence. In 
resolving critical disputes respecting the wartime 
prerogatives of foreign nations, federal judges articulated a 
controversial set of doctrines that gave the United States--
and the courts themselves--broad authority to promote the 
United States' sovereign interests in times of both peace 
and war. In so doing, the courts articulated a version of 
American rights and obligations under law that sought to 
place the new nation on equal footing with the established 
powers and emergent polities of the revolutionary Atlantic 
world. 
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Abstract: The traditional historical practice of writing in 
terms of nations and empires has had the effect of eliding 
the importance of transnational, even worldwide, networks 
of people and ideas as motors for historical change. More 
recent work has clarified the significance of mercantile and 
trade networks, of maritime and diplomatic connections, 
and of the webs of scientific knowledge exchange in the 
early modern Atlantic. This dissertation examines the lives 
of Lutherans, exiled from Salzburg, who settled outside 
Savannah, Georgia to examine the ways networks operated 
in the early eighteenth century. Through the story of the 
Salzburgers, this work explicates the intertwined themes of 
colonization, philanthropy, transnational religious networks, 
and the experiences of non-English settlers in British North 
America. The established historiography of colonial Georgia 
characterizes the Trustee period (1732-52), during which 
slavery and large plantations were prohibited, as one of 
failure, and focuses on the role of a plantation slavery 
economy as the key to eventual success as a royal colony. 
This dissertation challenges that thinking by emphasizing 
the importance of philanthropy, religious networks, and the 
successes gained by the Salzburgers under the Trustee plan. 
Using a large cache of letters, journals, publications, 
accounts, and government documents in the United States, 
England and Germany, my study of the Salzburgers and their 
patrons sheds light on the changing British approach to 
American colonization in the late seventeenth and early 
eighteenth centuries. I argue that this new approach 
emphasized the moral good the colony could impart to 



metropole England. Because the British sponsors allied with 
Germans in settling the Salzburgers, the work also 
explicates the ways individuals living in polities without 
colonial aspirations--in particular, Germans--actively 
participated in European expansion. The Pietist network 
was extensive and critical for the Georgia settlement, 
providing substantial support where British resources failed. 
The Salzburgers' ongoing efforts represent a deep 
commitment by Germans to Britain's colonization of 
America. Last, this study provides insight into the lives of 
German settlers in colonial America, and specifically of 
Germans beyond the much-studied Pennsylvania migrants, 
at a time when non-English colonists outnumbered English 
settlers in all British colonies south of New England. 
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Abstract: This dissertation searches the global commodities 
of military education and training assistance and 
international peacekeeping missions between the 1960s and 
1980s for the meaning people on both the sending and 
receiving ends made of the international experience. For 
Ghanaian soldiers and their families and for American 
communities around large institutions for military education, 
training and service abroad paradoxically eroded national 
identities while creating new global citizens, within limits, 



as individuals and families developed transnational 
friendships and reaped social and financial benefits from the 
exchange. It argues that all participants in the global 
system of military-sponsored international travel 
approached the act with different ideas about what the 
travel signified, what opportunities it presented, and what 
change it intended to bring about, but all participants 
believed the travel inspired or revealed a new psychological 
orientation capable of transcending national boundaries and 
actualizing a global identity, which I call Military 
Internationalism. States and national policymakers appealed 
to such a transnational identity when forming, sustaining, 
and justifying international military exchanges (including 
education, training, and peacekeeping). Policymakers in 
both the United States and Ghana assumed that 
international travel, especially for military elites or potential 
elites, could yield corporate transformation and 
modernization to recipient states' entire societies, via the 
military. Those advancements only occurred after individual 
transformations. Individual actors manifested Military 
Internationalism when they imagined themselves part of a 
global community that was sometimes smaller, sometimes 
larger than their respective nation-states. Around American 
institutions for military education, the community structures 
that evolved to welcome, instruct, and socialize visiting 
military personnel and their families flourished on their 
unofficial status. American women, especially, thrived in the 
environment which specifically discounted the role of the 
state while elevating values of hospitality, internationalism, 
and world peace. Ghanaian families on military-sponsored 



courses abroad also employed international education to 
exercise a global social imaginary based on entrepreneurial 
travel to relieve economic and political stresses in Ghana. 
Finally, large numbers of Ghanaian soldiers and their 
spouses integrated the trials and danger of international 
peacekeeping both for the benefits they provided and with a 
genuine faith that their service nurtured an authentically 
better world. 
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Abstract: The main objective of my research is to 
investigate how gender and the body function in strategies 
and ideologies of nationalism and colonialism. This 
dissertation explores the connections between gendered 
embodiment and Filipina nationalism from 1898 to 1941. In 
both the colonial Philippines and the United States, Filipino 
women actively constructed their own national identities 
through the stylized presentation of their physical bodies in 
order to navigate through the multilayered power struggles 
and hierarchies created by intersecting Filipino nationalist 
and United States imperial projects. I specifically look at 
how colonial and nationalist projects used fashion, beauty 
regimens, and public spectacles to police Filipino women's 
bodies, while Filipino women used these same arenas to 
construct identities that often contrasted with or rejected 



those imposed by colonial regimes. Ultimately, my project 
uses the lenses of local and global paradigms of race, 
gender, and sexuality to investigate the ways in which 
constructions of Filipina nationalism shaped the contours of 
Filipino America. My research on the Philippine-American 
colonial relationship serves as a critical call for 
transnational approaches to histories of U.S. empire--
approaches that take the gendered, sexed and raced body 
into account. Colonial regimes maintained power through 
the racialization and sexualization of Filipinas, a process 
that promoted U.S. hierarchies of white supremacy and 
colonial authority. At the same time, Filipino anti-colonial 
nationalists relied on representations of Filipinas to 
challenge racist depictions and the denial of nationhood by 
displaying modern, civilized, and cultured qualities. Lastly, 
my findings reveal that women were not merely passive 
victims of colonization or accessories to Filipino male 
nationalists' goals. Rather, my research shows that Filipinas 
decidedly used the concept of Filipina nationalism to define 
their roles and identities within the context of U.S. empire 
and the struggle for a Philippine nation. 
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Abstract: This dissertation offers a description of the 
memorial and museum of the Oklahoma City National 
Memorial and Museum; provides a critical analysis of the 



memorial process used to generate the institution; and, 
finally, documents a historical context that situates the 
bombing and the subsequent memorial within a rich and 
complicated urban history. The dissertation describes the 
constructed Memorial and the Memorial Museum in 
Oklahoma City, designed by Hans and Torrey Butzer and 
Sven Berg, built to honor the 168 people who died in the 
1995 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building. The 
Outdoor Symbolic Memorial is comprised of specific 
interventions that correspond with the particular identities 
of social groups affected by the bombing, including 
survivors, victims, children, and rescuers. I argue that these 
interventions - the Gates of Time, the Survivor's Wall, the 
Field of Empty Chairs, the Reflecting Pool, the Rescuer's 
Orchard, the Children's Area and the Survivor's Tree - form a 
memorial circuit, intended to be experienced through bodily 
engagement with the series of stations by a visitor. The 
Museum relies on re-enactment in order for a visitor to 
understand the traumatic experiences encountered by the 
people within the Murrah Building at the time of the 
bombing. The Museum highlights the generosity and courage 
exemplified by the people of Oklahoma in the immediate 
aftermath of the bombing during rescue and recovery 
operations - what came to be known and celebrated as "The 
Oklahoma Standard." I argue that the Memorial and the 
Museum work in tandem. A visitor is encouraged to 
"experience the museum," where the exhibit strategies 
simulate the trauma experienced by the original victims. In 
turn, they are then encouraged to "visit the memorial," 
where they are soothed by the tranquil setting of the 



Butzer's design, an example of how nature is regarded as a 
restorative agent. The dissertation details and critically 
analyzes the memorial process including the initial public 
survey, the competition brief, the architectural competition, 
and the controversy that led to the firing of the competition 
advisor, Paul Sperigeren. This process began within days of 
the bombing, when a call for a memorial was put forward. 
The rush to memorialize was an attempt to provide 
psychological triage in the immediate aftermath of the 
destruction. It forestalled a sustained examination of the 
event and its possible meanings. It also had the effect of 
privileging the voices of victims and family members who 
had lost loved ones. Great deference was shown to the 
victims and family members throughout the memorial 
process, culminating in family members being the final 
arbiters of the memorial design competition. The Butzer's 
design, with its distinctive element of 168 chairs, supplied 
family members with a specific location to interact with 
their lost loved one by leaving mementoes - the simple 
markers of the domestic sphere function as an example of 
what Kenneth Foote has called sanctification. Furthermore, 
the Reflecting Pool offers a tranquil, therapeutic space. The 
success of the Butzers' design can be traced back to the 
results of the original survey about people wanted "to feel 
and experience." Finally, the dissertation charts the history 
of the built environment of Oklahoma City from its founding 
in 1889 through to the dedication of the Memorial Museum in 
2001. In addition, it traces the history of the site of the 
Murrah Building and the subsequent memorial grounds. This 
history includes a discussion of I.M. Pei's 1964 Master Plan 



for Oklahoma City. The urban analysis reveals that the 
implementation of Pei's urban renewal plan was piecemeal, 
where parts of the downtown were demolished faster than 
his vision could be constructed, leaving a large swath of 
undeveloped, and empty lots within the heart of the city. 
After the bombing in 1995, leaving the site of the decimated 
Murrah building as a urban void was not an option given the 
citizens' frustration with the glacial progress of the 
implementation of I.M. Pei's plan. The bombing put to rest 
longstanding political differences and allowed the city to 
finally spend tax revenue it had been collecting for two 
years to fund urban infrastructure. In addition, the bombing 
provided the city with a national identity, one exemplified by 
the Oklahoma Standard, which became a civic brand. This 
historical contextualization is significant for understanding 
the Oklahoma City memorial because it helps reveal the 
economic and political realities that were in play at the time 
of the bombing and throughout the truncated memorial 
process. In a sense, the Memorial Museum was part of a 
longer-term effort of civic boosterism. 
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Abstract: This dissertation traces the development of U.S. 
cultural diplomacy in Mexico from 1945 to 1968, 
demonstrating how U.S. cultural and political diplomacy 
worked to foster a specific vision of postwar democracy, 
centered on a gendered model of a consumer society. 
Examining the development of the message of US cultural 
diplomacy in Mexico from the immediate postwar period 
through 1968, I argue that U.S. cultural and political 
diplomacy worked to foster development and modernization, 
in a particular form, centered around consumption. Focusing 
on the programs of the U.S. State Department, and later on 
the U.S. Information Agency (USIA), I examine the growth of 
American cultural diplomacy both within, and apart from, the 
enveloping Cold War context. Through this period I trace 
both the large shifts in policy, programs, and message over 
the course of two decades, and the moments of possibility, 
points where the relationship between the two nations was 
still in flux, to determine the very specific nature of U.S.-
Mexican relations within the context of larger global 
diplomacy. Mexico provides an excellent example through 
which to study both the rhetoric of American cultural 
diplomacy, and its relationship to larger ideas of an 
international culture in the early postwar period. The 
interconnected relationship between the U.S. and Mexico 
goes back centuries; the annexation of Mexican land in the 
nineteenth century brought Mexican citizens into the United 
States along with their territory, and Mexico provided raw 
materials and laborers for the U.S. over the next century. No 
other American nation has been of as much concern to the 
United States, as a result of both the history and the border, 



yet little has been written about the relationship between 
the two in the Cold War period. Studying Mexico, a major 
recipient of both U.S. goods and U.S. capital, with a different 
cultural, political and economic past than European nations, 
will help historians to understand better the shift in the 
second half of the twentieth century from defining 
democracy as mass politics to defining democracy as mass 
consumption. Finally, examining the close relationship 
between the United States and Mexico, and the constant 
flow of people and goods across the border sheds new light 
on U.S. assumptions about race, gender and modernity in 
the postwar period. In addition to highly gendered images of 
democracy, and the American system of free enterprise that 
the USIA programs claimed served to stabilize that 
democracy, cultural programs and propaganda were often 
created with specific ideas of race, and "development" in 
mind. The experience of Mexican laborers ( braceros ) in the 
U.S. altered cultural diplomacy on the ground, and expands 
the story of American race relations, and the impact of race 
on the international image of the U.S. in the postwar years, 
beyond black and white. Problems and concerns about 
exploitation by American business and the U.S. federal 
government, racial difference, different ideas of democracy, 
and the importance of free enterprise as a foundation to 
American-style democracy, continue to color the 
relationship between Mexico and the United States and the 
debates over immigration, labor and trade, today. 
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Abstract: Competition is at the heart of the religious market 
model, which serves as the primary counter theory to the 
longstanding concept that modernity inevitably included 
secularization. Using the United States as its primary 
example, the market model postulates that the longstanding 
presence of multiple religious offerings encouraged religious 
institutions to pay attention to popular religious needs and 
interest, in turn promoting their own continued vitality. In 
contrast, lack of competition prompted a certain lassitude 
among religious providers in Europe, leading to their 
ultimate inability to address the needs of European religious 
consumers. The market model, however, assumes that 
competition expresses itself as rivalry between religious 
providers. Situating the concept of competition in the 
specific historical context of mainline Christian adjustments 
and transformation in reaction to changing conceptions of 
marriage, this dissertation explores the market models' 
emphasis on the positive impact of competition. The 
comparison of the actions and reactions of mainline 
Christian churches in Germany and the United States 
reveals that an assessment of the role of competition in the 
transformation religious institutions should not be limited in 



that way. When including competition that is located 
between religious providers and non-religious providers, in 
particular the state, as in the case of denominational 
marriage counseling and marital assistance, more 
competition induced German Christian churches to emulate 
rather than innovate. In the process, they developed a 
network of Christian counseling clinics akin in structure and 
approach to those already in existence. Such pressures, 
however, did not encourage German Christian 
denominations to seek solutions that were better integrated 
into congregational and pastoral life. In contrast, mainline 
Christian denominations in the United States encountered a 
distinctly less competitive field. In turn, American mainline 
Christian churches were able to develop a more 
multifaceted approach that allowed both for the emergence 
of professional Christian counseling clinics as well as a 
robust congregational response. In the end, American 
mainline Christian denominations had the freedom to 
cultivate more flexible, innovative solutions because rivaling 
non-religious answers to the societal changes in marriage 
posed significantly less of a threat to their societal role in 
the area of marriage and family life. 
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Abstract: Workers' valuations of urban amenities and 
disamenities, such as climate, crime, and pollution, are 
explored in this thesis. Three main questions provide the 
focus of the research: (1) What are the time paths of the 



valuations of urban attributes?; (2) How have the valuations 
of urban attributes differed by race and sex?; and (3) Is the 
rise in economic welfare exhibited by earnings and the 
Gross National Product (GNP) still evident when these 
figures are adjusted for the values of urban amenities and 
disamenities? These questions are answered through the 
use of regression analysis. Using five different data sets, 
earnings are regressed on amenity and disamenity measures 
and on variables to control for other influences on earnings, 
including productivity measures and the cost of living. The 
five basic data sets used are microdata from the 1978 
Current Population Survey and aggregate data from the U.S. 
Censuses, 1940 through 1970. Measures of the following 
amenities and disamenities are included: weather, health 
care facilities, population size, population density, 
educational quality, taxes, crime, recreational facilities, 
pollution, services, and universities. The value of 
disamenities is found to be lower for blacks and females 
than for white males. This is not because blacks and 
females are less concerned about the quality of life, but 
rather because blacks and females are in weaker economic 
positions which are not conducive to trading earnings for 
quality of life. Most of the large changes in the value of 
urban attributes are rises for males. This result is consistent 
with the expectation that rising earnings and greater 
knowledge of the attributes have led to larger valuations of 
them. However, for females, most of the large changes in 
the valuations of urban attributes are decreases. This may 
be due to the increasing proportion of married women, and 
hence secondary female earners, in the labor force. The 



total value of urban "bads" is found to rise relative to the 
total value of urban "goods" for both males and females. 
Correspondingly, economic welfare as measured by earnings 
or GNP does not rise as fast when the value of disamenities 
is included. 
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Abstract: This study addresses the forces shaping economic 
development in the American states. Specifically, this study 
determines the antecedent economic, fiscal, and political 
conditions motivating the adoption of business incentives by 
state governments and assesses the impacts of business 
incentives on foreign manufacturing firm location decisions 
and indicators of economic growth. A total of twenty-nine 
financial, pollution, and tax incentives are examined during 
the period of 1970-1989, and for the sub-periods of 1970-
1979 and 1980-1989. The general conclusion of this study is 
that states are not drawn to using business incentives 
because they are intended to avert an economic or fiscal 
crisis. Instead, electoral pressures and lateral competition 
render these policies as politically responsive tools utilized 
by re-election oriented policy-makers. Despite their political 
motivations, business incentives play significant roles in 
attracting foreign firms and investment, but have no tangible 
impacts on the economy with respect to increasing 
manufacturing employment, gross state product, or personal 
income. Firms and re-election oriented policy-makers, but 



not state economies as a whole, benefit from business 
incentive policies. 
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Abstract: Americans' increased concern about violent crime 
is partly due to the rise in youth firearm-related homicides 
that began in 1985 and continued into early the 1990s. 



Despite growing public concern about homicide, current 
understanding of how community context is associated with 
youth homicide rates, particularly in urban neighborhoods, is 
poor and inconsistent. This is an important area of research 
that social work scholars have not adequately studied. 
Following the Confluence Effect theoretical model, this 
study used descriptive and graphic information systems 
(GIS) analysis to investigate the distribution and trends in 
youth homicides and firearm homicide across Chicago's 343 
neighborhood clusters. Multivariate Poisson Regression 
(MPR) analysis was employed to explore the effects that 
selective ecological characteristics of Chicago's 
neighborhoods have on neighborhood level experiences of 
youth homicide and firearm homicide victimization in 1970, 
1980, and 1990. The study found that youth homicide and 
firearm homicide rates decreased 23% and 21% 
respectively, during the period 1970-80. During 1980-90, the 
rate of youth homicide and firearm homicide increased 148% 
and 202% respectively. Youth homicide in Chicago was 
concentrated in specific neighborhoods. This study found 
that the differences in the rate of youth homicide and 
firearm homicide over the decades were partially accounted 
for by the increase in social and economic deprivation. 
Youth homicide and firearm homicide rates were 
significantly related to poverty, joblessness, and the 
percentage of single males in a neighborhood. These 
characteristics had a significantly different effect on youth 
homicide rates across the decades. This study suggests that 
to reduce neighborhood level rates of youth homicide 
victimization, intervention and prevention efforts must also 



target the community context. Other implications for social 
work practice, public policy, and research are discussed. 
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Abstract: The determinants of Senate confirmation voting on 
Supreme Court nominations constitute an extensively 
explored and analyzed area of American politics. 
Underexamined and under-explained is Senate roll call 
voting on nominees appointed by the President to the other 
types of office that require legislative consent--executive 
branch and lower judicial appointments. This dissertation 
fills in this gap in scholarly understanding of this salient 
aspect of the American political process and important 
component to legislative-executive relations. My model 
places its focus of analysis at the level of individual senator. 
A theoretical framework is presented that explains this 
distinct sector of senate voting which is then statistically 
tested by the relevant empirical evidence. My primary 
contention in this dissertation is that in addition to the 
typical influences that explain congressional roll call voting-
-political party affiliation and ideological orientation of the 
voting member--there are other independent variables that 
are also important. Amongst these are: the grounds of 
opposition leveled against a nominee; the characteristics of 
the office a nominee is appointed to; the ideological 
distance between a senator and the appointing president; 
and the political strength of the appointing president. My 
theoretical framework to explain Senate confirmation roll 
call voting consists of a four-part process for senators: (1) 
Senators possess a partisan-ideological agenda and 
perspective on their political world for electoral and policy 
reasons as molded by the institutional structures in which 
they reside, (2) Senators must render a vote on a 



presidential appointee where their acquiescence (rephrased, 
deference to the president's wishes in terms of personnel 
choices) is generally expected by the public and other 
political actors-this layer of expectation ratchets up 
potential costs for negative voting, (3) Senators that go 
against this acquiescent orientation do so generally due to 
partisan and/or ideological differences with the president 
and his nominee, and (4) Such senators survey the 
immediate nomination context to assess whether the 
potential costs for a negative vote are lessened or the 
potential costs are too high if a negative vote is not cast 
which serve to allow or drive a negative vote to be rendered. 
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Abstract: This thesis systematically examines the overall 
patterns of employment histories in the United States based 
on data from the Panel Study of Income Dynamics (1967-
2005). Over 15,000 individual employment trajectories, 
including those from previously under-studied social groups 
such as workers in the secondary labor market, blue-collar 
occupations, and those outside big firms, were compared by 
optimal matching analysis and cluster analysis. Accounting 
for gender, age period, and birth cohort, the distance of 
Americans' career paths from the stable, full-time 
trajectories was found to be decreasing over time when 
careers were examined holistically; meanwhile, career 
paths have become more homogeneous to one another. 
Gender gap in employment trajectories has considerably 



declined. These trends have been driven primarily by 
women's increasing engagement in full-time employment 
while men's trajectories have changed only slightly. Three 
primary patterns of employment trajectories were found--an 
unstable, part-time pattern, a stable, inactive pattern, and a 
stable, full-time pattern that accounted for about three-
quarter of the cases. Those in the stable, full-time pattern, 
particularly men, were highly likely to continue this type of 
employment trajectories into older ages. A modest 
occupation effect was found in which white-collar workers 
and those in occupations dominated by men, such as 
managers and administrators and machine operatives, were 
more positively associated with the stable, full-time pattern 
than those from other occupations, even after gender was 
taken into account. Overall, this study draws an optimistic 
picture of employment trajectories that contradicts current 
perceptions about the disappearance of long-term, full-time 
employment. Its conclusions, however, need to be 
interpreted with caution given a possible under-estimation 
of job changes, part-time work, and underemployment as 
well as an under-representation of women, economically 
less active people, and those in big family units due to data 
quality issues. 
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Abstract: "American Impotence" investigates a continuity 
between literary representations of masculinity and 
considerations of national identity in the works of five 
postwar novelists. In particular, I illustrate the manner in 
which Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man , John Updike's Couples , 
Robert Coover's The Public Burning , Joan Didion's 
Democracy and The Last Thing He Wanted , and Bret Easton 
Ellis's American Psycho challenge the patterns of daily life 
through which a single figure is imagined to be the essential 
agent of American polity: namely, the self-made 
individualist, characterized by manly virtues like dominance, 
aggression, ambition, mastery, vitality, and virility. More 
specifically, this project examines the manner in which the 
iconicity of men helps sustain a narrative of "imperilled 
masculinity" that at once privileges an impossible identity, 
situated in the representative nucleus of postwar 
democracy, and forecloses other modalities of political life. 
Observing the full meaning of the word "potency," I 
elucidate the interrelationships between narrative forms, 
masculine norms, and democratic practice. Ellison's work 
ties the maturation of African American boys to the 
impossibility of full participation in civic life, for instance, 
while in Updike's Couples the contradictions of virile 
manhood manifest in the form of a fatalism that threatens to 
undo the carefully cultivated social boundaries of early 
sixties bohemianism; in a variety of ways, The Public 
Burning and American Psycho represent the iconic nature of 
masculinity as a psychic threat to those men closest to it, 
while Didion's female protagonists find themselves flirting 



with the promises of a secret agency linked to imperial 
adventures in Southeast Asia and Central America. In the 
cultural context of the Cold War, these novelists 
demonstrate how intensified participation in national 
fantasies of potency and virility is inevitably disempowering; 
as an alternative, this dissertation seeks to consider 
impotence as dissensus detached from the mandates of 
hegemonic masculinity. 
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Abstract: This dissertation connects modern concerns about 
climate change in the Arctic to histories of environmental 
transformation, economic expansion, and political 
intervention there. I argue that the seemingly 
unprecedented scientific, corporate, and governmental 
attention paid to the top of the world today is better 
understood as the latest in a series of attempts to 
understand, exploit, and protect the region. My study is 
grounded in the north slope of Alaska, the Yukon Territory, 
and the Northwest Territories, an area I call the Western 
Arctic. Drawing from scientists' journals, letters, and 
publications--as well as oral histories with Inuit residents--I 
trace the development of scientific knowledge about the 
human and natural communities in the region. In the late 
1800s, the Western Arctic was considered dangerous, which 
mirrored failed attempts by British and Russian imperial 
agents to conquer the northern fringes of the New World. As 
the U.S. and Canada acquired Arctic territories and sought 
to administer and develop them, they overhauled ideas 
about the place. Over the twentieth century, the Western 
Arctic was repeatedly imagined as at risk, which licensed 
scientific authority over the far north as well as political and 



economic interventions there. Scientific conceptions of the 
Western Arctic as endangered, unsettled, wild and strategic 
reflected both particular research practices as well as 
particular schemes of stewarding lands that did not belong 
to them. This project contributes to several historical 
literatures. Studies of the north in the United States and 
Canada have confined analyses to national borders and 
overlooked the roles played by scientists in northward 
political and economic expansion. Similarly, historians of 
science and empire have neglected Arctic locations as 
possible sites of imperial activity. A transnational 
perspective on the north--and its flows of ideas, goods, and 
people--reveals that the Arctic has always been linked to 
networks of power. Ultimately, this project asserts that 
modern notions of a New North--as a pristine wilderness only 
now experiencing the effects of the industrialized world--
conceal troubling histories and prevent scholars from 
responding attentively to global warming and globalization. 
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Abstract: In October 2010, human remains were discovered 
at the site of the old Plaza Church Cemetery in downtown 
Los Angeles, California; a cemetery of 693 recorded burials 
that were thought to have been moved over 150 years 
before. This study presents the results of an osteological 
analysis of 130 individuals excavated from the Plaza Church 
Cemetery between 2010 and 2011. Despite poor 
preservation, the osteological analysis produced important 
data about a population living in nineteenth century Los 
Angeles as it transitioned from pueblo to city. Examination 



of the bones revealed a group of hard working Native 
American, Europeans, and mixed ancestry men and women 
with modest burials and in overall poor health. Comparing 
these data with two contemporary cemeteries indicates that 
poor living conditions negatively affected southern 
California Native Americans living at missions, in secular 
pueblos, and in native villages alike, both during the Mission 
period and post-secularization. 
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Abstract: This dissertation considers the relationship 
between law and image production in the creation of U.S. 
America's racialized urban spaces. Nineteenth century San 
Francisco is a central character in this unfolding story. The 
study examines first the clash of territorial representation 
that ensured following the U.S. annexation of California in 
1848. It then shifts to a focus on the rising importance of 
visual representation in the shaping of a racialized ethic of 
spatial use and occupancy, one that culminated in a legal 
and social marginalization of San Francisco's Chinatown. 
From establishing a visual form that connected white U.S. 
citizens to the nation's ever-expanding territory to utilizing 
visual media to foster a white supremacist theoretical 
binary of utopic/dystopic urban spatial contention, pictorial 
representation has operated as a force that has created 
belief in an ordered space and the juridical mechanisms to 



actualize that belief. Current discussions within the 
discipline of legal geography pay close attention to 
textuality by examining the force of law as it related to 
spatial production. This dissertation goes beyond by linking 
text to image and, in so doing, it demonstrates the manner 
in which territorialization and the racialization of the space 
have operated continuously within the U.S. American 
imaginative geography. 
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Abstract: My dissertation examines the effects that US 
Social Security policy changes have on labor supply and 
application behavior. In my first chapter, I use survey data 
matched to administrative records to measure the effect of 
a natural experiment in the provision of information - the 
introduction of the Social Security Statement - on Social 
Security Disability Insurance (DI) application behavior. I find 
that receipt of the Statement, a document gradually 
introduced in the 1990s which contained personalized 
information on all Social Security benefits, had a positive, 
substantial, and statistically significant effect on DI 
application, amounting to a 62% increase over the base rate. 
The overall effect was entirely driven by individuals 
reporting a work-limiting condition who were previously not 
employed. Furthermore, my analysis shows no evidence of 
applicants "shifting forward" their DI application. In the 
absence of these new applicants, the 32% growth rate of the 
per-capita DI rolls from 1995-2004 would have been 



approximately 25%, a 20% drop. My second chapter 
examines the impact of the Statement on individuals 
approaching retirement who are still working. I find that the 
effects are mixed: individuals working few hours per week 
prior to Statement receipt markedly increase their hours 
worked, while those working full time or more decrease 
their hours. However, it appears that individuals 
misunderstood that the Statement provided a retirement 
benefit projection based on constant earnings going 
forward. After second Statement receipt, those who 
previously decreased their labor supply then increased it. My 
third chapter uses program interactions between the two 
federal disability programs - DI and Supplemental Security 
Income - to estimate labor supply elasticities of DI 
beneficiaries. Given wide variation in SSI state supplements 
temporally and geographically and temporal variation in DI 
parameters, otherwise similar DI beneficiaries may face a 
50% or 0% disability benefit reduction rate. This variation in 
marginal rate allows for a direct calculation of labor supply 
responsiveness to such a rate change. My elasticity 
estimates - the first for US disability beneficiaries based on 
differences in benefit reduction rates - are inelastic and low, 
ranging from -0.14 to -0.36 for the participation elasticity. 
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Abstract: Death in America has evolved from a communal 
family setting, in which the dying individual and family 
members had control over the process of dying, into a 
completely different way of dealing with death. Twenty-first 
century death now takes place in a private, 
hospital/institutional environment, in which doctors and 
other medical professionals dictate, while the patient and 
family members have little or no control. The focus has 
shifted from the dying person's concerns and comfort to 
those of the standardized medical procedures in which the 
doctors, nurses, medical and administrative staff rule. This 
dissertation begins with a discussion of the cultural, social, 
and emotional implications of a natural death through a 



sixty-eight year period in American history. This work 
analyzes and evaluates death's unfortunate antagonistic 
relationship with conventional medical treatment. The 
emphasis is on death choices made by terminally ill patients 
and families and the healthcare professional's disregard for 
those choices. The methodology of activity surrounding the 
cultural, social, and emotional preparation for the patient is 
explored along with the activity related to the patient's last 
days among the living and the effect it has on those who 
remain. The research suggests the there is a time to accept 
the inevitability of death and a right time for healthcare 
professionals to stop the dramatic rescue-treatment-cure 
strategy, comfort the patient and refer the patient to 
palliative care, alternative care or a hospice or home care. 
This work encourages the creation and development of a 
new branch of American medicine called "End of Life Care", 
specialization focused on the dying patient and family. 
Research highlights similar characteristics of a branch of 
the UK national healthcare system which has shown to be 
extremely successful in this aspect of medical support and 
patient centered care for the dying. 
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Abstract: From 1990-2010 ecoterrorist attacks by the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) and Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
created an anomaly in the U.S. with millions of dollars in 
property destruction. Interestingly, in a post 9/11 era, the 
FBI warns that the number one threat to U.S. national 
security is not religious terrorism, but rather environmental-
group terrorism. When examining this topic further, there is 
a void in analysis between examining ecoterrorist attacks 
and U.S. public policy. Is there a statistical significant 



relationship between terrorist attacks by ALF/ELF and U.S. 
public policy towards terrorism? Is per capita income an 
influence on the attacks occurring in specific states? This 
study seeks to analyze such relationships through an 
exploratory analysis and case study approach. I conducted a 
trend analysis on attacks by ELF/ALF from 1990-2010 and 
the subsequent adoption of U.S. public policy towards 
terrorism. I analyzed per-capita income by region and its 
relationships to attacks occurring. I performed chi2 
hypothesis testing in order to determinethe statistical 
significant relationships between ELF/ALF attacks/U.S. 
public policy and per capita income by State. The findings of 
this study suggest that the definition of terrorism is 
ambiguous and can lead to alternative interpretations, 
which can affect U.S. public policy towards terrorism. 
Attacks by ALF/ELF are not deterred by U.S. public policy. 
Also, a majority of attacks by ALF/ELF are most likely to 
occur in states that rank in the top 20th percentile regarding 
per capita income and occur mainly on the west coast. The 
statistical significance of the relationships between ELF/ALF 
attacks and U.S. public policy demonstrate that these two 
entities are mutually exclusive. Per capita income levels by 
states and ELF/ALF attacks are also mutually exclusive. This 
study creates an improved understanding of what 
constitutes terrorism and an understanding of the radical 
elements in the environmental movement and its place in a 
post 9/11 America. The significance of this study is to 
provide a model for analysis of terrorist attacks and 
government responses and provide a framework of inquiry 
for the fields of terrorism,public policy and conflict studies. 
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Abstract: This dissertation examines the early twentieth-
century anxiety that disproportionately high rates of suicide 
indicated a suicide epidemic. A sense of the suicidal 
impulse as contagious and most likely to spread amidst the 
crowded urban environment is especially prominent in the 
period's scientific discourses, and this anxiety over public 
hygiene and population control emerges in a strand of 
modernist fiction that repeatedly portrays the suicidal 
subject as suffering from an intersubjective contagion rather 
than intrasubjective anomie. Thus challenging accepted 
critical narratives of urban suicide as the result of psychic 
isolation, texts by John Dos Passos, Virginia Woolf, 
Elizabeth Bowen, and Djuna Barnes suggest the necessity 
for a more epidemiological reading of self-destruction in 
modernist literature, and particularly point to affect as the 
source of modernism's psychic contamination. Departing 
from early psychoanalytic theories of suicide, and merging 
fin-de-siècle crowd theories, legal and clinical studies, and 
recent theories on the circulation of affect, this dissertation 
analyzes how physical crowding comes to precipitate a 
breakdown of psychic boundaries, threatening notions of 
identity and autonomy that the act of suicide sometimes 



paradoxically reaffirms. Moving from New York, to London, 
and finally to the culture capitals of continental Europe, an 
increasingly cosmopolitan engagement reveals affect's 
capacities to infect and overwhelm the individual, resulting 
in suicides that instigate progressively more collateral 
damage and that articulate the self as highly permeable, 
likely to be endangered by the contagious psychic and 
bodily states of others. 
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Abstract: This dissertation examines the relation of religion 
and democracy in Japan, both in history and under the 
MacArthur Constitution, inquiring what MacArthur intended 
to achieve by abolishing State Shinto and creating an 
American-style institution of religious freedom. Particularly, 
it will study the impact of these on creating and sustaining a 
culture of democracy in Japan. As demanded by Potsdam, 
the MacArthur Constitution (formally known as The 
Constitution of Japan, promulgated in 1947) introduced the 
American concepts of the separation of church and state 
and the free exercise of religion, thought to be in America 
the sine qua non of any free democratic society. Under the 
stewardship of General Douglas MacArthur during the 
American Occupation of Japan (1945-1952), the new 
Constitution sought to demilitarize and democratize the 
Japanese nation, replacing its ancient, aristocratic mores 
with modern democratic institutions and a culture of 
democracy by making use of religion as a vehicle towards 



this end. Alexis de Tocqueville writes of mores or the 
"habits of the heart" in Democracy in America, describing a 
proper religion (i.e. a moderate form of Christianity) as 
essential to safeguarding democratic institutions. He also 
discusses a "civil religion" which as a generalized belief 
system is embraced by the people, embedded in opinion and 
in established religions. This dissertation uses Tocqueville's 
notion of mores that represent "the whole moral and 
intellectual state of a people" as a methodological 
instrument for examining the effect of the MacArthur 
Constitution on the opinions and practices of the Japanese 
people. It will also examine the "moral imperatives" of 
Japanese culture (i.e. bushido ) that matured over centuries 
and whether these made an accommodation with 
democratic belief and practice. Furthermore, it will analyze 
how the separation of church and state and the institution of 
religious freedom had an impact on institutional religions in 
Japan. With the loss of state subsidies and the ability to 
compel practice, State Shinto perished and other 
expressions of religion grew. The abolition of State Shinto 
and the rise of new religions such as the Soka Gakkai, 
competition for adherents and funds, is a successful result 
of the MacArthur Constitution. 
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Abstract: This thesis focuses on the current and recent 
practice of missiology in the North American Church. It will 
give specific attention to the partnership between the 



Pittsburgh Presbytery of the PC (USA) and the Blantyre 
Synod, Church of Central Africa in Malawi. The major 
question is: "Why is there so much joy in the hearts and 
mind of the Malawian CCAP congregations who have so little 
and so little joy in the North American congregations who 
have so much?" A further question becomes: "What are the 
spiritual gifts/practices in the CCAP congregations that can 
facilitate and encourage Christian joy in our North American 
congregations?" The thesis unfolds in the context of the 
Pittsburgh/Blantyre partnership because there are twenty-
two years of an on-going relationship. It also explores the 
Apostle Paul's writings to the Philippians as he teaches 
them to rejoice at all times and provides the theological 
undergirding for Christian joy. This paper examines the 
reciprocal gifts of hospitality, sacrificial generosity, and 
courageous Christian testimony found in Christian 
community with the expectation that they strengthen our 
faith and joy. Such an examination provides valuable 
material for the development of best practices for Christian 
leaders who wish to challenge their congregations to be 
thriving and joyful places of mission within a Trinitarian 
context. 
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Abstract: This dissertation examines the intellectual debate 
over the concept of laissez faire in American political 
thought, which took place between 1880 and 1914. It 
presents an account of how the concept of laissez faire rose 
to prominence in American political thought during the 
Gilded Age as well as an account of how critics responded. 



The Gilded Age was a period of revolutionary economic 
change which prompted a renewed debate over the proper 
role of government. Much of the existing scholarship 
devoted to this period takes the form of historical overview 
or extensive focus on a particular thinker. My own analysis 
focuses on the specific arguments of three particular 
thinkers: Henry Demarest Lloyd, Thorstein Veblen, and 
Herbert Croly. In order to explain the various features of this 
intellectual debate, I present a conceptual analysis of 
laissez faire and identify its key components. I also provide 
a critical comparison of the competing economic visions of 
Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton to illustrate the 
relationship between laissez faire thinking and the American 
Founding. I then present the laissez faire arguments of 
nineteenth-century thinkers, particularly the Social 
Darwinists. Finally, I critically appraise the arguments 
presented by Lloyd, Veblen, and Croly in order to show how 
the prevailing notions about the proper role of government 
were changing. In this research, I show that the debate over 
laissez faire was about more than identifying the appropriate 
economic policy for the United States. It centered upon 
competing theories of society, human nature, and economic 
progress. In criticizing laissez faire, Lloyd, Veblen, and Croly 
also challenged the traditional American commitment to 
individualism, and in so doing, they laid the intellectual 
groundwork for a more affirmative government and the 
emergence of the welfare state in the twentieth century. 
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Abstract: This research investigate the geographical logic of 
political clientelism. It show how political clientelism works 
in a macro-comparative perspective using the contrasting 
cases of Southern Italy and California as examples of two 
ideal-types in which clientelistic politics operates. The main 
finding is that the allocation and flow of financial funds 
related to public and infrastructural spending is influenced 
by clientelistic political strategies. This means that 
variations in the territorial distribution of public and 
infrastructural spending structure and govern electoral 
outcomes - e.g. exchange of votes in return for allocation of 
resources (favors). Decreasing expenditures in Southern 
Italy lead to increase in preference voting, whereas 
increasing availability of state and federal resources 
increase incumbent advantage and push for increasing role 
of lobbying and special-interests politics in the state of 
California. This contrasting patterns demonstrate how the 
different forms in which territorial politics is being 
constructed plays out in in two macro-regions in a global 
world dominated by incipient processes of decentralization 
and state restructuring. 
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Abstract: My aim is to understand more fully the impact of 
welfare reform on welfare rights litigation. I begin by 
providing an overview of legal claims in public assistance 
before and after welfare reform in 1996, and then by 
examining how these cases have been decided. This survey 
of the judicial development of welfare rights indicates that 
prior to the reform, federal cases set a federal minimum of 
welfare rights that states will not deviate from post-reform. 
After the Personal Responsibility Work Opportunity and 
Reconciliation Act (1996) increased the role of states in the 
administration of welfare in the United States, state courts 
began to receive more cases from welfare claimants 
challenging different aspects of the new program. The 
literature on the new judicial federalism suggests that some 
state courts, relying on the unique provisions in their own 
state constitutions, will begin to find new substantive and 
procedural protections for welfare rights. In this research, I 
seek to determine the extent to which state courts have 
turned to state constitutions to protect the poor whose 
benefits are at risk. I present the following research 
questions: (1) how has the 1996 Act affected welfare 
litigation in the United States, (2) how have these cases 
been decided, and (3) how have state courts responded to 
the challenge of their expanded role in deciding the outcome 
of welfare litigation and policy? This research seeks to 
inform the new judicial federalism literature by describing 
the variety of state court responses to welfare rights claims 
being brought in the post-TANF era. Utilizing a Longitudinal 
and Post-test Time Series research design, this study 
assesses the nature and frequency of welfare litigation pre-



and post-reform through the lens of new judicial federalism. 
The study demonstrates that after the 1996 Act (1) there has 
been a decrease in welfare litigation in federal courts, (2) 
claims are more likely to be filed and resolved in state 
courts, (3) state courts are more likely to grant favorable 
outcomes to state or state officials named as defendant 
than they are to individual claimants, and (4) state courts 
have not been very eager to find substantive or procedural 
rights to welfare in state constitutional provisions. These 
outcomes in judicial decision-making or the tendency to find 
in favor of the state generally match the nature of this policy 
reform, which can be described as the introduction of a 
series of more stringent welfare measures with time-limited 
benefits and new requirements for seeking employment. 
This research illustrates the disposition of these cases such 
as outcome and nature of case, location and level of court, 
and attempts to explain state court decision-making in 
these cases by testing, among other things, whether the 
outcome of these cases is any different in 'Red' 
(conservative) versus 'Blue' (liberal) states and whether the 
mode of judicial selection--election or appointment--makes 
any difference. I then examine welfare policy innovations 
implemented since 1996. 
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Abstract: This dissertation is a theoretically-informed 
historical and econometric analysis of the linkages among 
capitalist development, state expenditure policies, and 
economic inequality in the United States during the post-
Second World War era. Classical public expenditure theory 
as elaborated in "Wagner's Law" holds that there is a 
positive relationship between economic growth and state 
spending. This relationship, first identified in the context of 
Germany's rapid late 19th century economic growth and 
Bismarck's accompanying social welfare legislation, is 
thought to be mediated by the income elasticity of citizens' 
demands and the tax burden, whereby increasing affluence 
at the societal level is thought to lead inexorably to 
heightened expectations and service demands. The present 
research asserts that the "modernization" thesis is woefully 
inadequate for understanding the underlying causal 
dynamics of state expenditures in historically-unique 
advanced capitalist nations (i.e., the United States). Instead, 
this dissertation posits and empirically documents an 
alternative explanatory scheme which identifies the 



determinants of state spending as being a proactive and 
reactive strategy causally rooted in the complex inter-
related dynamics of the processes of capital accumulation, 
political class struggle and integration, and the rhythms of 
the political business (electoral) cycle. The impact of state 
expenditures on the distribution of income, in turn, are found 
to be somewhat redistributive with respect to relative factor 
share returns. That is, state spending in the post-WWII U.S. 
appears to increase the share of national income which 
accrues to wage and salary earners at the relative expense 
of capital. Within the laboring population, however, state 
expenditures have a decidedly regressive impact, serving to 
favor those income groups at or near the top of the income 
distribution. Furthermore, the overwhelming burden of this 
regressive influence is found to fall on middle income 
groups. 
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Abstract: The subject of this dissertation is the relationship 
between parties and committees in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. In this work I attempt to evaluate theories 
of legislative organization, particularly the theory that the 
power of committees derives from the majority party. In 
Chapter 1 I discuss the importance of committees in the 
House and contrast distributional, informational, and 
partisan theories of the committee system. I discuss party 
leadership and trace the historical development of the 
relationship between parties and committees in the House. 
My argument is that party leaders as agents of their 
respective caucuses always have had the motive and means 
to organize floor coalitions, and that the majority party relies 
on its leaders to build winning floor coalitions in support of 
its committee delegations. I also develop measures of 
committee partisanship and leadership interest in floor roll 
calls. In Chapters 2 and 3 I discuss the political context of 
the four congresses that provide my data and test my 
hypotheses regarding leadership interest in legislation and 
follower mobilization. I show that the involvement of leaders 



in mobilizing floor coalitions, at least to the extent of 
providing voting cues to followers, has not only a positive 
impact on follower cohesion, but one greater than expected 
based solely on similarities in preferences between leaders 
and followers. In Chapter 4 I discuss the institutional 
foundations of committee power, and note that they are 
incomplete without an appreciation of the majority party as 
a voting coalition. I show that the majority party dominates 
decision making on the floor. In Chapter 5 I discuss the role 
of political parties in explaining House institutions, and why 
an understanding of the expectations and goals of members 
of the majority party explains the relationship between 
parties and committees in the House. 
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Abstract: The study examined three housing and three 
socio-economic variables to assess their association with 
housing segregation in one southern city between 1970 and 
1980. Households in census tracts formed the units of 
analysis for the study. The data for the study were taken 
from the U.S. Census of population and housing 1970 and 
1980, for the Dallas Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. 
Census tracts were matched between 1970 and 1980 to 
enhance comparison. Tracts which could not be matched 
were not used for the analysis. A total of 170 tracts were 
successfully matched from each year. Housing segregation 
was assessed by percent of population who are black and 
index of dissimilarity. The higher the percent of population 
who are black, the lower the housing segregation; and the 
lower the percent of population who are black, the higher 
the housing segregation. Conversely, the lower the index of 
dissimilarity, the lower the level of housing segregation; and 
the higher the index of dissimilarity, the higher the housing 
segregation. Both percent of population who are black and 
index of dissimilarity showed no significant change between 
1970 and 1980. However, both measures indicated that the 
level of housing segregation decreased in 1980. The study 
found overcrowding and professional employment to be the 
most highly associated variables with housing segregation. 
As a result of this study, the researcher asserts that if rental 
housing is disproportionately comprised of housing 



inadequate for large families, it results in crowding within 
housing units in low-income and moderate-income 
neighborhoods. The need for initiation of programs 
encouraging developers to set aside some percentage of 
their multi-family housing that will be adequate for large 
families in low-and moderate-income areas is implied. 
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Abstract: In their comprehensive overview of contemporary 
southern politics, Black and Black (1992, 4) noted that the 
"fall of the South as an assured stronghold of the 
Democratic party in presidential elections is one of the most 
significant developments in American Politics." Explanations 
for the monumental partisan changes in the South have 
proliferated. Indeed, no other region in the United States has 
generated such a voluminous literature over the last five 
decades. Yet, despite all of the scholarship about southern 
partisan change, there has been little consensus as to how 
to describe, explain and understand the transformations that 
have taken place, primarily because of a reliance by 
scholars on the critical election/realignment perspective as 
the theoretical framework for studying partisan change. 
Since the appearance of the seminal works of V. O. Key, Jr., 
(1955a; 1959) the critical election/realignment perspective 
has guided most research agendas with a focus on partisan 
change. At the same time, though, few concepts in the 
discipline have been subjected to as much critique and 
reformulation, with many scholars coming to question its 



analytic utility for examining recent, i.e., post-World War II 
partisan change. Given these problems in examining 
southern partisan change this dissertation has two related 
goals: first to place southern partisan change into a more 
general theoretical explanation and second to empirically 
test hypotheses pertinent to the changes in southern party 
politics since 1952. The critical elections/realignment 
paradigm is utilized to accomplish these goals. Although this 
approach may have contributed to the current confusion 
about the nature of partisan change in the South, it is the 
contention of this dissertation that the critical election and 
realignment concepts, as originally introduced by Key 
(1955a, 1959), remain useful tools for describing and 
explaining partisan change. 
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Abstract: This dissertation examines and reconstructs the 
lives of fugitive slaves who used the maritime industries in 
New York, Philadelphia and Newport to achieve freedom. It 
focuses on slaves during the period between 1713, the end 
of Queen Anne's War, and 1783, the end of the American 
Revolution. While the study's primary focus is on slavery in 
three port cities, it employs a broad geographic approach to 
consider how enslaved individuals in rural areas surrounding 
New York, Philadelphia and Newport, as well as slaves in 
more distant regions, used the maritime industry in northern 
port cities to escape slavery. Maritime work provided unique 
opportunities for fugitive slaves to exploit conflicts among 
whites to create relative autonomy and obtain freedom. The 
work makes five significant contributions to the field of 
early American history. First, the dissertation demonstrates 



that the key characteristics of slavery in northern ports 
were slaves' mobility, the diversity of the labor they 
performed, and their strong connection to the Atlantic 
maritime community. Second, it illustrates that the maritime 
industry in northern port cities of British North America 
provided slaves viable means to obtain freedom. Third, it 
describes the significant eighteenth century black maritime 
community in port cities of British North America and the 
larger Black Atlantic. Its fourth contribution is to the field of 
Atlantic history. The work depicts the interconnections 
among Atlantic ports in the eighteenth century. It also 
globalizes the struggle of enslaved peoples by placing their 
flight to freedom within a larger Atlantic context. The last, 
but far from least, contribution of this study is that it 
personalizes the stories of enslaved individuals, many of 
whose lives have remained largely unknown. 
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Abstract: This dissertation is a critical study of what is 
framed as the mystical aesthetic in the life and rhetorical 
contributions of Howard Washington Thurman, mystic, 



scholar of religion, poet, and pastor. I use the phrase 
mystical aesthetic to describe a poetic display oriented 
toward religious experience. Thurman's life, essays, prayers, 
sermons, and poems catalogue and characterize his 
experiences with Christian mysticism as artistic 
provocation. The mystical aesthetic describes mystical 
experience, but it is also an invitation to encounter the 
vitality of the religious. Thurman believed that art, as 
evidenced in nature or constructed by persons and 
communities could provoke religious experience and ethical 
reflection. This dissertation analyzes the mystical aesthetic, 
a trope that describes the art of religious experience and 
meaning, and argues its prominence in Thurman's work. 
(Abstract shortened by UMI.) 
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Abstract: The argument of race and segregation is an age-
old debate. Nevertheless, in 2013 there are still segregated 
black and Hispanic neighborhoods experiencing high levels 
of poverty despite the Fair Housing Act, inclusionary housing 
practices, and other methods that strive to create mixed-
income and mixed-race neighborhoods. Since segregation 
appears to be a phenomenon that eludes a simple 
explanation, this research offers to shed light on the subject 
matter and guide others researching the subject matter to 
help ascertain the root(s) of social disparities in minority 
neighborhoods. This report is an extensive review of 2007-
2011 American Community Survey (ACS) data for Dallas 
County. In an effort to thoroughly investigate segregated 
neighborhoods, this report delves into neighborhoods that 
are 80% or more black, Hispanic, and white. Upon 
identifying the census tracts (or neighborhoods) that are 
predominantly one race, this report reviews social, 
economic, and housing characteristics compiled from 2007-
2011 American Community Survey data to investigate the 
conditions of these segregated neighborhoods. This 



investigation tells a story about neighborhood makeup, what 
is going on, and how residents in these segregated 
neighborhoods live. A bivariate analysis is used to test the 
assumptions of socials disparities in these segregated 
neighborhoods while observing conditions in white 
neighborhoods for comparison. This review of predominant-
race census tracts provides an eye-opening revelation on 
the correlation between social, economic, and housing 
characteristics as these variable datasets relate to race in 
Dallas County. 
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Abstract: The goal of this study is to examine racial 
residential segregation in U.S. metropolitan and 
nonmetropolitan areas. The study uses 1990-2010 decennial 
census data to answer a broad theoretical question: is the 
historical black-white color line being replaced by a black-
nonblack or white-nonwhite color line? The results show 
that black-white segregation is higher than black-nonblack 
and white-nonwhite segregation in metropolitan areas, 
nonmetropolitan areas, and the United States as a whole. A 
multivariate analysis reveals that population size tends to 
be associated with higher segregation in metropolitan areas 
and lower segregation in nonmetropolitan areas. As a 



control variable, diversity seems to play an important role in 
segregation by U.S. region. The study concludes that further 
research is needed to examine how the color line might 
change, especially in nonmetropolitan areas, which 
experienced rapid minority population growth during the 
2000s. 
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Abstract: This study is an analysis of African American 
political formations from 1865 to 1900, work that embraced 
overlapping struggles for civil rights, labor needs, 
community services, and desires for belonging, expression 
and self-enrichment. The study shows that emerging African 
American organizing in the post-emancipation South formed 
circuits along shipping routes, and shows how local 
organizing gave rise to movement building over time. The 
state circuits constituted a network I call the Emancipation 
Circuit, later the circuit traveled for union building, black 
press distribution, and blues tours. The diverse efforts by 
freedpeople to exercise citizenship rights was the first mass 
black movement in that it was done in active connection 
with allies across the region and in conscious awareness of 
acting as a collectivity. The study argues that the initial 
southern black political process was more egalitarian than 
in later times, born of mass participatory democracy. In 



making an analysis of black political drives to 1900 the 
project offers a new perspective on the shifts and 
continuities in southern agendas that were marginalized by 
the efforts to build national civil rights agenda, unions, and 
religious and social institutions. The circuit made such 
national drives possible but first served to support the local. 
This study also maps the building of the political organizing 
circuits and the resistance against them. This mapping is 
part of the construction of new archives useful to the study 
of black political history and social justice movements in 
general. The political organization described is embattled, 
fleeting or forced to become fugitive activity and yet, built 
on multi-generation associations and bonds of existential 
threat, it proved enduring. 
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Abstract: My dissertation is about transnational aspects of 
the Victorian era from the vantage point of what Paul Gilroy 
described more than two decades ago as the "black 
Atlantic." Looking at various ways in which the black 
Atlantic was at times a British Atlantic, my dissertation 
aims to complicate a flow of discussion that Gilroy's 
Americanist successors have interpreted largely in light of 
U.S. slavery and its discursive contexts. In the first chapter, 
I look at how Jane Austen's Mansfield Park (1814) and 
Persuasion (1818) engage blackness without featuring a 
single black or mixed-race character. Reading this absence 
as literary strategy, I argue that the two novels reject the 



popular view of blackness as too restrictively applied to 
oppression and marginalization, and associate it instead 
with women's autonomy and social participation in an era of 
heightened debate over slavery following the 1807 Slave 
Trade Act. Here blackness comes to represent an ethically 
viable form of women's autonomy that doesn't necessarily 
unsettle the established social order even as it challenges 
the mercantile logic of sexual hierarchy represented by the 
corrupt marriage market. In fact, by validating women's 
autonomy in the context of middle-class ethics, Austen 
suggests that such autonomy is a prerequisite of social 
stability. Chapter two explores how Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning's three antislavery poems--"The Runaway Slave at 
Pilgrim's Point" (1847/1848), "Hiram Powers' Greek Slave" 
(1850), and "A Curse for a Nation" (1855/1866)--extend 
beyond the issue of American slavery to address British 
racism. Representing blackness as a signifier of artistic 
creativity, the poems aesthetically challenge essentialist 
notions of black inferiority in a mid-Victorian society 
troubled by post-abolition economic decline and colonial 
unrest in the British West Indies. EBB's antislavery poems 
thus work to liberate blackness from the chains of racial 
essentialism and draw on black performativity to expand the 
language of the poet's social criticism. Chapter three 
investigates Mary Seacole's performative identity in her 
travel narrative, Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in 
Many Lands (1857). Knowing her Victorian readers will be 
predisposed to read her mixed-race body as a marker of 
otherness, Seacole plays with their belief in ways that de-
essentialize race: first, she disrupts whiteness as a racial 



signifier ontologically grounded in skin color by portraying 
her successful performance of the idealized English mother 
in the Crimea. Seacole then represents her physical 
"blackness" as a marker of life-saving hybrid medicine, a 
cultural signifier that revises racist notions of identity. In 
the process, she exposes Englishness as an unstable marker 
of identity that can be performed by people of different 
races. Chapter four considers how Wilkie Collins 
problematizes binaristic notions of race in Armadale (1866), 
Miss or Mrs? (1873), and The Guilty River (1886). Collins's 
radical reevaluations of racial others vis-à-vis Englishness 
and Britishness come at a time when a series of colonial 
uprisings like the Indian "Mutiny" and the Morant Bay 
rebellion exacerbated the growing acceptance of permanent 
racial hierarchies (as opposed to the older notion of 
eventual human universality). Armadale emphasizes 
blackness as a marker of sympathy--the essential element of 
English morality seldom seen in the author's time. Affirming 
blackness as the moral essence of Englishness, Miss or 
Mrs? and The Guilty River reflect Collins's growing 
frustration with the way a kind of binaristic thinking he 
challenged in Armadale continued to thrive in English 
society. These texts ultimately call for understanding 
English identity as an ongoing expression of inter-racial, 
inter-cultural reciprocity. (Abstract shortened by UMI.) 
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Abstract: My dissertation recovers the nineteenth-century 
religious practices of Jews, Catholics, and Protestants in 



Louisville, Kentucky. Additionally, a comparative analysis of 
these religious practices reveals that by the end of the 
nineteenth century in Louisville, the public practices of 
some Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish congregations had 
moved toward a refined, formalized public religiosity, while 
other congregations in those traditions protested these 
changes. By refinement, I mean a conscious effort at 
beautifying spaces and material culture as well as the 
ordering and routinization of practices themselves. Many of 
Louisville's religious congregations transformed eclectic, 
unsophisticated religiosities of the early nineteenth century 
into consciously urbane projections of their refinement. 
Louisville's nineteenth-century history lends itself 
excellently to this type of comparative study on the religious 
practices of Catholics, Protestants, and Jews. The city's 
demography and economy illustrated the westward 
migration of eastern populations in the post-Revolutionary 
and early republic and Louisville also represented growing 
regionalism and urbanization in the nineteenth-century 
United States. The pluralism of Louisville was remarkable in 
its mixture of regional origin, ethnicities, and races. The city 
had the ethnic European enclaves of a northern urban 
center, but also a substantial (slave and free) African 
American presence of a southern city. One result of this 
racial and ethnic diversity was a religious pluralism rich 
with a mixture of American, European, and "Americanized" 
religiosities. There were a variety of Catholic parishes, 
Jewish synagogues and temples, white Protestant churches 
of wide diversity, and African American churches of an 
impressive breadth. Two hundred and fifty local religious 



institutions emerged in Louisville, Kentucky, before 1900 
With the emphasis on the religious practices of local 
institutions in nineteenthcentury Louisville, my dissertation 
examines community formation, identity, sermons, death 
practices, hymnody, liturgy, and architecture. Thus, each 
chapter takes a specific topic (congregational formation, 
space and architecture, worship, death) and analyzes that 
topic throughout the entire nineteenth century for 
Louisville's congregations. I focus on the most public and 
ordinary elements of religious practice in nineteenth-century 
Louisville. In the coming months, a free version of this 
dissertation will appear online and available through 
common web searching. 
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Abstract: This study explored several works of historical 
fiction focused on slavery in the United States written by 
African-Americans for middle-level children. This exploration 
juxtaposed portrayals of female slaves developed by African-
American female authors with portrayals created by African-
American male authors. Historical fiction for children and 
young adults was collected and analyzed using literary 
criticism and literary theory that is interpretive in nature. 
Several key themes of the literature were identified as 
critical to understanding the slave experiences of black 
women in the United States. A combination of critical race 
theory and critical black feminism served as the theoretical 
lenses from which the portrayals were critiqued. The 
research suggested the importance of understanding the 
historical contributions of black girls and women to our 
country during the ante- and post-bellum eras. The use of 
historical fiction to supplement the social studies and 



American history curricula for middle grade youth was 
recommended. 
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Abstract: Slavery grew quickly on the western edge of the 
South. By 1860, more than one quarter of Arkansas's 
population was enslaved. While whites succeeded 
remarkably in transplanting the institution of slavery to the 
trans-Mississippi South, bondspeople used the land around 
them to achieve their own goals. Slaves capitalized on the 
abundance of uncultivated space, such as forest and 
canebrake, to temporarily escape the demanding crop 
routine, hold secret parties and religious meetings, meet 
friends, or run away for good. The Civil War created 
upheaval that undermined the slave regime but also required 
those African-Americans still in bondage to carefully 
navigate their use of the woods and "wild" spaces. 
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Abstract: The U.S. civil rights movement is almost always 
presented as an undisputed success in mainstream culture 
and educational curricula, but scholars continue to question 



whether the widespread protests against racial segregation 
and inequality that swept the nation in the 1950s and 1960s 
led to meaningful economic, or social change. These 
criticisms extend to shifts in popular culture and the 
emergence of rock and roll music, which, as many 
contemporary critics noted, were areas where racial 
integration had already occurred. Since rock and roll 
emerged from both African-American and European-
American cultural traditions, it introduced both black and 
white listeners to sounds and styles indicative of different 
racial backgrounds that were simultaneously integrated 
with musical elements that were still familiar to them. This 
new genre helped to encourage cross-racial identification 
among some young listeners. In "Deliver Me From the Days 
of Old: Rock and Roll Music, Youth Culture, and the Civil 
Rights Movement," I argue that rock and roll music 
converged with widespread media coverage of civil rights 
activism to encourage support for the desegregation of 
public spaces and moderate racial equality among certain 
groups of middle-class white and black teenagers during the 
1950s and 1960s. Many historians agree that rock and roll 
had the potential to disrupt racial divisions, but that music 
industry exploitation, as well as persistent political and 
economic oppression that overtook cultural integration, 
prevented it from doing so. Others note a correlation 
between changing racial politics and the birth of rock and 
roll, but do not explicitly show how this genre, and the 
decisions teenagers made to embrace it, emerged within a 
civil rights context that promoted integration as a positive 
change. While all of these historians offer insight into the 



origins of rock and roll, their accounts ignore the fact that 
teenage rock and roll fans made their own decisions about 
music and culture that were informed by, and contributed to, 
the emergence of a national movement for racial integration. 
When these decisions are ignored, the origin story of rock 
and roll music becomes one of exploitation rather than one 
of cultural integration. Although many rock and roll fans did 
not become politically active in the civil rights movement, 
they were not the passive consumers of popular culture that 
they are often depicted as. The choices they made to listen 
to and embrace this music and the artists who performed it 
constitute a form of political consciousness in light of the 
strict censures that existed in both the North and the South 
against racial integration. Since most rock and roll fans did 
not flock to sit-ins or voter registration drives, many 
scholars have assumed that the music's appeal was mostly 
aesthetic, and that teenagers who did not explicitly 
participate in movement activities were fairly apolitical. And 
yet, the ways they acted and communicated in both public 
and private spaces during this period indicates a shift in 
thinking that is in keeping with moderate civil rights goals. 
But this viewpoint ignores the changing attitudes and 
behaviors exhibited by many people born during and after 
World War Two, which ultimately led to at least tacit support 
for the desegregation of public spaces and moderate racial 
equality among black and white youth. Black teenagers 
usually supported actions against segregation, and often 
suffered the direct repercussions when entering previously 
all-white schools or breaking racial barriers at concert halls. 
Most stated that they would only work for integration if they 



were treated with full respect and dignity, not if they were 
expected to adjust to white norms. White youth were not as 
aware of the challenges facing their black contemporaries, 
but many were eager to resist conformist Cold War culture 
and politics, the expansion of the military-industrial 
complex, unregulated capitalist development, and overt 
racial segregation and discrimination, even outside of 
traditional Southern boundaries. Rock and roll music 
therefore helped young people to talk about race relations 
and discrimination in both public and private spaces, and to 
challenge racial norms during the civil rights movement. 
Even though racial discrimination and structural racism did 
not disappear, this new middle ground, shaped by a popular 
new art form, helped young people of both races find ways 
to communicate across supposedly rigid racial lines. 
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Abstract: After several centuries of slavery and half a 
century of formal caste subordination, in the three decades 
following WWII, hundreds of thousands of black people in the 
United States participated in insurgent social movements. In 
the years immediately following WWII, Black Anti-
colonialists petitioned the United Nations for international 
military intervention against lynching in the U.S., and 
mobilized street protests, asserting common cause with 
liberation struggles in Africa and Asia, challenging President 
Truman's global leadership and aiming to split the 



Democratic Party. After a period of quiescence, in the late 
1950s and early 1960s, civil rights activists, calling for equal 
and integrated participation in the U.S., challenged de facto 
disenfranchisement and physically defied the legal and 
customary segregation of public spaces through nonviolent 
civil disobedience. And in the late 1960s, revolutionary black 
nationalists denied the legitimacy of U.S. governance 
generally, mobilizing parallel government at the community 
level, establishing "diplomatic relations" with socialist 
States from China and N. Vietnam to Algeria and Cuba, and 
engaging in armed confrontation with police. What were the 
causes and consequences of Black Liberation Struggle, 
1945-1975? When considered in terms of practices, Black 
Liberation Struggle 1945-1975 followed three distinct 
phases - Black Anti-colonialism in the late 1940s, the civil 
rights movement in the early 1960s, and Black revolutionary 
nationalism in the late 1960s. In each movement, a distinct 
and relatively coherent set of insurgent practices emerged, 
rapidly proliferated, and then subsided. Not only were the 
practices different, but the "indigenous institutions" and 
social networks upon which these movements built were 
largely distinct, and the political allies of one were often 
political enemies of another. Building on the insights of the 
political process tradition, yet seeking to transcend its 
limitations, I advance a new, more truly processual theory of 
social movements which I dub "pathways of insurgency 
theory". I show that when insurgents develop a set of 
practices which is highly disruptive and difficult to repress 
in a given historic context, they open a pathway of 



insurgency, and mobilization proliferates in terms of those 
insurgent practices. 
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Abstract: In 1840, Dr. John Mackall Brome inherited his 
father's plantation along the St. Mary's River in St. Mary's 
County, Maryland. Over the ensuing decades, Brome built his 
plantation into one of the largest in Southern Maryland, both 
in acreage and slaveholdings. By the Civil War, his 
plantation landscape had been entirely rebuilt, and was 
home to over 60 enslaved African Americans. This 
dissertation examines how Brome managed his plantation 
during and after slavery, and how African Americans used, 
reused, modified, and changed the plantation landscape to 
survive their bondage and define their freedom after slavery. 
Examining the transition from slavery to freedom has 
received limited attention in archaeological analysis, and 
this research introduces a model for understanding the 
transition through the plantation landscape. The landscape 
was a critical form of control developed by planters to 
efficiently produce archaeological crops and manage 
enslaved laborers. This system, in place for centuries in the 
American South, was entirely reformed after the 
emancipation of African Ameri- can laborers. This study will 
examine how Brome's strategy for managing his labor 
changed over time, and how African Americans leveraged 



their newfound freedom to define their freedom and 
establish independence. This transition is particularly 
unique in Maryland, which sided with the Union during the 
Civil War, and which underwent multiple changes in its 
agricultural economy throughout the 19th century, 
transitioning from tobacco to wheat to meat and dairy 
production. This complicates the traditional narrative of 
post-Emancipation agricultural relationships between blacks 
and whites, as Marylander's began producing less labor 
intensive crops. Meanwhile, African Americans used their 
new freedoms to change the way they used space to 
organize their households, build families, and establish 
communities on and off the plantation. A number of spheres 
will be interrogated to understand how space was used 
before and after slavery. The plantation will be considered 
as a whole to understand the way the built environment 
changed through time, including Brome's plantation redesign 
during the 1840s and its decline through the rest of the 
century. Brome's use of this landscape to establish control 
of his slaves and demonstrate his power to his peers will be 
examined, and how this was effected by the Civil War and 
Emancipation. For African Americans, a number of spaces 
on the plantation will be examined, including the plantation 
proper, the African American domestic sphere, work areas 
including the manor home, and the wilderness to provide 
insight into the way that African Americans used space 
differently after Emancipation. These spaces will be 
considered in the context of household formation and 
community building, extending to areas off the plantation. 
This research demonstrates that Brome used his landscape 



as a means of controlling his en- slaved laborers and to 
demonstrate his power through a performative space to his 
peers. The regular presence of Union soldiers during the 
Civil War, crippled his control, and provided the necessary 
cracks for enslaved laborers to resist their bondage and gain 
freedom. After the War, Brome's agricultural pursuits 
transition from large sharecropping towards less labor 
intensive crops and investments in the railroad, resulting in 
the reduction of his plantation size by the 1880s. Enslaved 
African Americans reused plantation spaces to create 
alternate plantation landscapes. They modified their 
households to mitigate the effects of slavery, and used 
space on and off the plantation to build communities. After 
the Civil War, African American reconstituted their families 
into households, and began to separate their community 
spaces from the white landscape. Instead of reusing space 
on the plantation, they instead created independent spaces 
where they could practice family, household and community 
interactions. 
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Abstract: Problem Many historically Black colleges and 
universities (HBCUs) are experiencing major challenges in 
meeting accreditation requirements. Without good 



accreditation status they are in jeopardy of losing student 
enrollment and facing closure. Concern about accreditation 
has become a growing topic of interest within the African 
American higher education community. This study explored 
the topic by looking at some of the historical origins of the 
accreditation movement in HBCUs. It uses various 
experiences of two higher education organizations to detail 
some of the original challenges and the impact on HBCUs 
from regional accreditation. It focuses on HBCUs through 
the time period 1920-1940. This time period was selected as 
it is considered a crucial time for two premier colleges 
selected for this study. Tuskegee Institute and Atlanta 
University modeled the industrial and classical curriculum, 
respectively. These two curriculum models were the most 
common models utilized in HBCUs. Understanding the role 
that accreditation may have played on HBCUs and their 
curricula, particularly teacher education programs, is 
critical when one considers the far-reaching influence 
African American teachers had on their community. 
Analyzing the interaction of the regional accreditation 
organization, the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS), and the approval processes of these 
schools highlights the forces shaping these schools, these 
teachers, and later their community. The role of 
accreditation in this process, primarily regional 
accreditation, will be specifically detailed. Method This 
study used a problem-oriented historical approach to 
research. It formulated a question generally prompted by 
reading secondary sources in a historiography, then 
evaluated primary sources in order to draw conclusions for 



this initial reading. While the purpose, statement, and 
objectives emerged from an extensive review of the 
literature, the historical method was utilized and the 
research stayed close to primary and secondary data 
sources related specifically to HBCUs and higher education. 
Results The accreditation process was a catalyst for 
curricula changes in the teacher education programs at 
Tuskegee Institute. Furthermore, social, economic, political, 
and racial hegemonic forces were apparent in these 
curricula changes at the institution. The impetus for 
curriculum changes at Atlanta University ranged from 
meeting student and African American community needs to 
remaining current with national educational trends. 
Although governmental, state, and private organizations 
urged HBCUs toward the vocational curriculum, regional 
accreditors such as the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools (SACS) did not endorse a particular curriculum 
model. Conclusions First, accreditation standards influenced 
the Tuskegee Institute's teacher education curriculum. 
Second, Tuskegee employed the accreditation movement to 
strengthen the academic curriculum of the teacher 
education program which allowed them to avoid pejorative 
repercussions by not strictly adhering to the Tuskegee-
Hampton curriculum model, an education that combined 
cultural uplift with moral and manual training. Third, 
accreditation did not influence schools to adopt any 
particular curriculum model. Fourth, economic, social, and 
political realities provided an impetus for the adoption and 
maintenance of the Tuskegee-Hampton curriculum model. 
Significant federal, state, and private funding directly 



impacted the teacher education program at Tuskegee. 
Finally, social motivations such as the needs of the African 
American community and norms of educational practices 
influenced teacher education curriculum changes at Atlanta 
University. 
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Abstract: This project compares key ways in which authors 
from diverse ethnic and regional groups used literature to 
argue for separate sovereignty and citizenship as the United 
States expanded its hold across the continent and beyond in 
the nineteenth century. I trace surprising connections 
between works by Native American nationalists, African 
American separatists, and Confederate women writers. I 
argue that writers such as John Ross, Elias Boudinot, Martin 
R. Delany, Augusta Evans, and Sutton Griggs revise 
dominant American understandings of citizenship by 
imagining national communities built not solely upon a 
Lockean social contract but upon revised contracts that 
include values such as the collective ownership of land, 
resuscitation of suppressed cultures, and revalorization of 
women's work. This work builds on insights of scholars who 
have expanded our concept of American literary networks 
beyond national borders as well as on the demand for 
understanding both the plurality and interconnectedness of 
literary traditions on this continent. 
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Abstract: This investigation traces the history of reading 
instructional programs, materials, and textbooks in the 
Chicago Public Schools. The terminal dates are 1945 to 
1980. However, a look at Chicago during its early years 
(1810-1857) is also taken; this provides an historical 
framework which is used to trace the progress and 
development of reading programs and instructional 
materials through various periods, events, and social 
movements, such as the common school movement, which 
occurred between 1820 and 1860; pre and post World War II 
(1941-1960); the decade of the 60s and the civil rights 
movement; and the recent past--1970-1980. Knowing what 
has taken place in the past regarding reading instruction, 
reading techniques, and reading materials provides an 
educational guide or road map for present and future 
educators and curriculum developers; this knowledge of the 
past aids in indicating the directions that should or should 
not be taken, based on how well previous instructions, 



techniques, and materials have worked. The reading 
programs, textbooks, and other instructional materials are 
examined in light of the impact and influence that social, 
political, religious, and economic conditions and trends had 
on reading instructional theories and practices in the 
schools in Chicago. A content analysis of the materials is 
conducted in order to determine the extent of this impact. 
Examples are provided from readers such as the McGuffey 
readers and others from the nineteenth century; basal texts 
such as Scott, Foresman's Fun with Dick and Jane reading 
series; Making New Friends by Ginn Publishing Company; 
and Happy Days by Row Peterson Publishing Company in 
order to show the social mores, the religious teachings, the 
sexist attitudes, and the racial stereotypes that existed in 
some of the earlier textbooks. It then demonstrates how 
social, political, and economic changes effected a change in 
the content of textbooks. This dissertation examines 
reading techniques and strategies such as the alphabet 
method, phonics, and the word method. It provides a 
specific grade by grade description of Chicago's 
Developmental Reading Program for the years of 1944-50, 
which served as a foundation for future reading programs in 
the Chicago Public Schools. 
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Abstract: This is an historical investigation of the 
development of expansive higher education and extensive 
occupational credentialing in the U.S. The study borrows 



from educational sociology and the sociology of 
organizations. Credentialism in the U.S. was the result of the 
early creation of an institutional base of hundreds of small 
colleges. The absence of centralized state or church control 
of higher education, coupled with land-speculative 
incentives to found colleges produced this outcome. Later 
enrollment expansion, after about 1890, depended on 
college subordination of competitor institutions, such as the 
public high schools. Enrollment expansion also was fueled 
by changes in the labor market recruitment needs of 
specific public and private bureaucratic organizations, and 
by widespread education-based professional labor market 
monopoly mobilizations. These recruitment needs favored 
selection of college graduates (a) because graduates often 
possessed requisite technical skills (especially 
communications skills) and, (b) because graduates were 
members of an abstract status group to which increasing 
numbers of recruiters themselves belonged and, thereby, 
were perceived as being trustworthy recipients of delegated 
powers. 
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Abstract: Scope and method of study . The purpose of this 
study was to re-evaluate the explicit and implicit/attributed 
goals and expected economic and other outcomes of the 
major stakeholder groups of Vocational-Technical Education 
against governmental and other reliable data. For this study 
the basic stakeholder groups were: learners/employees, 
employers, and the general public as government. The 
procedure was to determine the (largely economic) major 
overt and implicit goals for, and expectations of, Vocational-
Technical Education and to compare these against 
governmental and other reliable economic and demographic 



data. The Method of Research was primarily a descriptive 
analysis, with some aspects of the case study method 
because of the multiple evaluation criteria, with extensive 
use of the search and download capabilities of the Internet 
and World-Wide-Web to access the most current data in 
machine readable format for statistical analysis and 
plotting. Findings and conclusions . Vocational-Technical 
Education was specifically created for and is ideally suited 
to, an economy based on domestic heavy industry, mass-
production, and entrepreneurial cash-crop agriculture by 
small free-holders. Unfortunately, these types of economic 
activity are being rapidly overlaid and displaced by 
organizations which specialize in "value extraction" through 
merger, acquisition and liquidation rather than production, 
and by trans- or multi-national corporations. Neither of these 
types of activities/organizations require the large numbers of 
highly skilled, trained, and paid American employees that 
the older economic organizations did. An "Accretion" model 
(as contrasted with the standard linear model) of the 
evolution of economic structure was developed to organize 
and contextualize some of the observed phenomena. A 
review of post World War II governmental data indicates, 
despite massive investments of time, money and effort by 
the stakeholders, minimal positive effects on the level of 
inflation adjusted income measured by education attainment 
could be seen for the period 1945-1969 with falling incomes 
for the period 1970-present for those with less than a 
baccalaureate degree which specifically includes post-
secondary vocational education . No significant correlation 
could be found between a state's fraction of adult population 



with high school diplomas or college degrees and its rate of 
economic growth or its average manufacturing wage. It is 
concluded that as large scale, publicly funded and 
controlled, post-secondary Vocational Technical Education 
is no longer generally effective when evaluated using mainly 
economic criteria, it therefore has little future as it is 
presently implemented. Vocational-Technical Education may 
still have an important role in contextualizing learning in 
secondary education by answering the question "Why do I 
need to learn this?" and providing a variety of essential but 
non-academic life skills. 
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Abstract: This study analyzes the evolution of the bilateral 
intra-industry trade between France and seven 
heterogeneous economies of Western Europe and North 
America (Great Britain, Belgium, Germany, Spain, Portugal, 
the US, and Canada) for the period 1847-1939. Based in such 
calculations it is concluded that two-way trade was a 
common and increasing phenomenon in the pre-WWII era 
(especially after 1860). In addition, a theoretical model that 
accounts for the role of income growth and tariff reduction 
in double trade during this period is developed and tested. 
Two-way trade was larger in countries with more similar 
factor endowments, large fraction of trade to GDP, and large 
proportion of manufacturing exports to total exports. This is 
the case of the industrial economies of Western Europe 
(France, Great Britain, Belgium, and Germany). On the other 



hand, trade was more specialized in low industrial countries 
(such as Spain and Portugal) given that they usually 
exchanged agricultural commodities for manufactured 
goods. Finally, land abundant countries such as the US and 
Canada had lower amounts of two-way trade than their 
industrial European counterparts. The US and Canada's 
levels find their explanation in two facts: their fractions of 
total trade to GDP were relatively low and they had a 
comparative advantage in the production and export of land 
intensive agricultural goods. As a result, their fractions of 
manufacturing exports to total exports was relatively lower 
than those of countries at similar stages of development 
which were not land abundant (such as Belgium, France and 
Great Britain). 
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Abstract: The purpose of this study was to determine if the 
use of primary source historical documents used in 
conjunction with the heuristics associated with historical 
reasoning (sourcing, corroboration, and contextualization) 
would lead to a subsequent development of historical 
empathy. Three intact groups (already formed history 
classes) from Northeast High School in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania were studied throughout a baseline and four 
trials for this study. One group was designated as the 



experimental condition and received primary source 
historical documents as well as scaffolding of the historical 
reasoning heuristics of sourcing, corroboration, and 
contextualization. The next group was designated as the 
comparison condition which received the primary source 
historical documents but no scaffolding on the 
aforementioned heuristics. The final group was designated 
as the control condition and received traditional textbook 
instruction throughout the four main trials of the study. 
Results showed that mean scores of the heuristics involved 
in historical reasoning as well as historical empathy 
increased simultaneously for the experimental as well as 
the comparison group throughout the study, with the 
experimental group showing the highest mean gains. 
However, whether training in the historical reasoning 
heuristics of sourcing, corroboration, and contextualization 
lead to historical empathy cannot be conclusively proven 
from this current study. 
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Abstract: This dissertation discusses the postbob-drumming 
contributions of percussionist, composer and educator Joe 
Chambers. The analysis of his musical style and concept will 
focus on the period between his 1964 recording debut with 



Freddie Hubbard and his first album as a bandleader in 1973. 
This period represents a seminal chapter in Chambers' 
lengthy career, during which he developed and refined his 
distinct musical style and innovative concepts of modern 
jazz drumming. Some of the most significant components of 
his characteristic drumming style will be discussed and 
illustrated by detailed analysis and extensive commentary of 
selected musical performances. This analysis is integral to 
the understanding of Joe Chambers' highly diverse musical 
aesthetics and sublime percussive soundscapes. Perhaps 
most significantly, the conclusions drawn from the 
interpretation of analytical observations are supplemented 
and supported by Chambers' personal insights, historic 
anecdotes and critical evaluations, predominately obtained 
from a series of interviews with the author. The unique 
perspectives Chambers revealed in these conversations 
were vital for the validity of this study, as they shed light on 
a legendary musician whose musical contributions were 
seminal to the evolution of postbop drumming and the 
continuing emancipation of the instrument. 
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Abstract: This dissertation, a history of the development of 
an institutional body at the Northeast Military Academy in 
the early twentieth century, sets out to show that focusing 
on regional military institutions such as this school can shed 
light on how, in addition to shaping the political landscape 
of early twentieth-century China through their actions, the 



military men of this time also influenced notions of what 
was progressive, masculine, and modern, and what kinds of 
visual, material, and institutional forms Chinese masculinity 
would take. By closely examining the fragmentary 
documents produced by the Northeast Military Academy, 
this dissertation explores the ways in which the men 
affiliated with the school affirmed their membership in an 
elite military cohort and their connection to the school and 
to each other. The school sought to train officers who would 
be physically fit, psychologically astute, technically skilled, 
but most importantly of all, act as leaders in battle and 
embody a source of pride and support for other soldiers, a 
task that was only partially realized. The textual and visual 
archive of the Northeast Military Academy chronicle the 
efforts of instructors and students to absorb, implement, and 
improve upon new military skills and an effort not simply 
building strong bodies in the form of its graduates, but also 
creating bodies that could properly digest specific kinds of 
knowledge and make it their own. The dissertation attempts 
to reconstruct their fragmentary experiences by taking the 
reader on a journey through the rapidly shifting political 
terrain of Northeast China in the early twentieth century. 
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Abstract: The study examined three housing and three 
socio-economic variables to assess their association with 
housing segregation in one southern city between 1970 and 
1980. Households in census tracts formed the units of 
analysis for the study. The data for the study were taken 
from the U.S. Census of population and housing 1970 and 
1980, for the Dallas Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. 
Census tracts were matched between 1970 and 1980 to 
enhance comparison. Tracts which could not be matched 
were not used for the analysis. A total of 170 tracts were 



successfully matched from each year. Housing segregation 
was assessed by percent of population who are black and 
index of dissimilarity. The higher the percent of population 
who are black, the lower the housing segregation; and the 
lower the percent of population who are black, the higher 
the housing segregation. Conversely, the lower the index of 
dissimilarity, the lower the level of housing segregation; and 
the higher the index of dissimilarity, the higher the housing 
segregation. Both percent of population who are black and 
index of dissimilarity showed no significant change between 
1970 and 1980. However, both measures indicated that the 
level of housing segregation decreased in 1980. The study 
found overcrowding and professional employment to be the 
most highly associated variables with housing segregation. 
As a result of this study, the researcher asserts that if rental 
housing is disproportionately comprised of housing 
inadequate for large families, it results in crowding within 
housing units in low-income and moderate-income 
neighborhoods. The need for initiation of programs 
encouraging developers to set aside some percentage of 
their multi-family housing that will be adequate for large 
families in low-and moderate-income areas is implied. 
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Abstract: In their comprehensive overview of contemporary 
southern politics, Black and Black (1992, 4) noted that the 
"fall of the South as an assured stronghold of the 
Democratic party in presidential elections is one of the most 



significant developments in American Politics." Explanations 
for the monumental partisan changes in the South have 
proliferated. Indeed, no other region in the United States has 
generated such a voluminous literature over the last five 
decades. Yet, despite all of the scholarship about southern 
partisan change, there has been little consensus as to how 
to describe, explain and understand the transformations that 
have taken place, primarily because of a reliance by 
scholars on the critical election/realignment perspective as 
the theoretical framework for studying partisan change. 
Since the appearance of the seminal works of V. O. Key, Jr., 
(1955a; 1959) the critical election/realignment perspective 
has guided most research agendas with a focus on partisan 
change. At the same time, though, few concepts in the 
discipline have been subjected to as much critique and 
reformulation, with many scholars coming to question its 
analytic utility for examining recent, i.e., post-World War II 
partisan change. Given these problems in examining 
southern partisan change this dissertation has two related 
goals: first to place southern partisan change into a more 
general theoretical explanation and second to empirically 
test hypotheses pertinent to the changes in southern party 
politics since 1952. The critical elections/realignment 
paradigm is utilized to accomplish these goals. Although this 
approach may have contributed to the current confusion 
about the nature of partisan change in the South, it is the 
contention of this dissertation that the critical election and 
realignment concepts, as originally introduced by Key 
(1955a, 1959), remain useful tools for describing and 
explaining partisan change. 
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Abstract: This dissertation examines and reconstructs the 
lives of fugitive slaves who used the maritime industries in 
New York, Philadelphia and Newport to achieve freedom. It 
focuses on slaves during the period between 1713, the end 
of Queen Anne's War, and 1783, the end of the American 
Revolution. While the study's primary focus is on slavery in 
three port cities, it employs a broad geographic approach to 
consider how enslaved individuals in rural areas surrounding 
New York, Philadelphia and Newport, as well as slaves in 
more distant regions, used the maritime industry in northern 
port cities to escape slavery. Maritime work provided unique 
opportunities for fugitive slaves to exploit conflicts among 
whites to create relative autonomy and obtain freedom. The 
work makes five significant contributions to the field of 
early American history. First, the dissertation demonstrates 
that the key characteristics of slavery in northern ports 
were slaves' mobility, the diversity of the labor they 
performed, and their strong connection to the Atlantic 
maritime community. Second, it illustrates that the maritime 
industry in northern port cities of British North America 
provided slaves viable means to obtain freedom. Third, it 
describes the significant eighteenth century black maritime 
community in port cities of British North America and the 
larger Black Atlantic. Its fourth contribution is to the field of 
Atlantic history. The work depicts the interconnections 
among Atlantic ports in the eighteenth century. It also 
globalizes the struggle of enslaved peoples by placing their 
flight to freedom within a larger Atlantic context. The last, 
but far from least, contribution of this study is that it 



personalizes the stories of enslaved individuals, many of 
whose lives have remained largely unknown. 
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Abstract: This dissertation is a critical study of what is 
framed as the mystical aesthetic in the life and rhetorical 
contributions of Howard Washington Thurman, mystic, 
scholar of religion, poet, and pastor. I use the phrase 
mystical aesthetic to describe a poetic display oriented 
toward religious experience. Thurman's life, essays, prayers, 
sermons, and poems catalogue and characterize his 
experiences with Christian mysticism as artistic 
provocation. The mystical aesthetic describes mystical 
experience, but it is also an invitation to encounter the 
vitality of the religious. Thurman believed that art, as 
evidenced in nature or constructed by persons and 
communities could provoke religious experience and ethical 
reflection. This dissertation analyzes the mystical aesthetic, 
a trope that describes the art of religious experience and 
meaning, and argues its prominence in Thurman's work. 
(Abstract shortened by UMI.) 
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Abstract: The argument of race and segregation is an age-
old debate. Nevertheless, in 2013 there are still segregated 
black and Hispanic neighborhoods experiencing high levels 
of poverty despite the Fair Housing Act, inclusionary housing 
practices, and other methods that strive to create mixed-
income and mixed-race neighborhoods. Since segregation 



appears to be a phenomenon that eludes a simple 
explanation, this research offers to shed light on the subject 
matter and guide others researching the subject matter to 
help ascertain the root(s) of social disparities in minority 
neighborhoods. This report is an extensive review of 2007-
2011 American Community Survey (ACS) data for Dallas 
County. In an effort to thoroughly investigate segregated 
neighborhoods, this report delves into neighborhoods that 
are 80% or more black, Hispanic, and white. Upon 
identifying the census tracts (or neighborhoods) that are 
predominantly one race, this report reviews social, 
economic, and housing characteristics compiled from 2007-
2011 American Community Survey data to investigate the 
conditions of these segregated neighborhoods. This 
investigation tells a story about neighborhood makeup, what 
is going on, and how residents in these segregated 
neighborhoods live. A bivariate analysis is used to test the 
assumptions of socials disparities in these segregated 
neighborhoods while observing conditions in white 
neighborhoods for comparison. This review of predominant-
race census tracts provides an eye-opening revelation on 
the correlation between social, economic, and housing 
characteristics as these variable datasets relate to race in 
Dallas County. 
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Abstract: The goal of this study is to examine racial 
residential segregation in U.S. metropolitan and 
nonmetropolitan areas. The study uses 1990-2010 decennial 
census data to answer a broad theoretical question: is the 
historical black-white color line being replaced by a black-
nonblack or white-nonwhite color line? The results show 
that black-white segregation is higher than black-nonblack 
and white-nonwhite segregation in metropolitan areas, 
nonmetropolitan areas, and the United States as a whole. A 
multivariate analysis reveals that population size tends to 
be associated with higher segregation in metropolitan areas 
and lower segregation in nonmetropolitan areas. As a 
control variable, diversity seems to play an important role in 
segregation by U.S. region. The study concludes that further 
research is needed to examine how the color line might 
change, especially in nonmetropolitan areas, which 
experienced rapid minority population growth during the 
2000s. 
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Abstract: This study is an analysis of African American 
political formations from 1865 to 1900, work that embraced 
overlapping struggles for civil rights, labor needs, 
community services, and desires for belonging, expression 
and self-enrichment. The study shows that emerging African 
American organizing in the post-emancipation South formed 
circuits along shipping routes, and shows how local 
organizing gave rise to movement building over time. The 
state circuits constituted a network I call the Emancipation 
Circuit, later the circuit traveled for union building, black 
press distribution, and blues tours. The diverse efforts by 
freedpeople to exercise citizenship rights was the first mass 
black movement in that it was done in active connection 
with allies across the region and in conscious awareness of 
acting as a collectivity. The study argues that the initial 
southern black political process was more egalitarian than 
in later times, born of mass participatory democracy. In 
making an analysis of black political drives to 1900 the 
project offers a new perspective on the shifts and 
continuities in southern agendas that were marginalized by 
the efforts to build national civil rights agenda, unions, and 
religious and social institutions. The circuit made such 
national drives possible but first served to support the local. 
This study also maps the building of the political organizing 
circuits and the resistance against them. This mapping is 
part of the construction of new archives useful to the study 
of black political history and social justice movements in 
general. The political organization described is embattled, 
fleeting or forced to become fugitive activity and yet, built 



on multi-generation associations and bonds of existential 
threat, it proved enduring. 
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Abstract: My dissertation is about transnational aspects of 
the Victorian era from the vantage point of what Paul Gilroy 
described more than two decades ago as the "black 
Atlantic." Looking at various ways in which the black 
Atlantic was at times a British Atlantic, my dissertation 
aims to complicate a flow of discussion that Gilroy's 
Americanist successors have interpreted largely in light of 
U.S. slavery and its discursive contexts. In the first chapter, 
I look at how Jane Austen's Mansfield Park (1814) and 
Persuasion (1818) engage blackness without featuring a 
single black or mixed-race character. Reading this absence 
as literary strategy, I argue that the two novels reject the 
popular view of blackness as too restrictively applied to 
oppression and marginalization, and associate it instead 
with women's autonomy and social participation in an era of 
heightened debate over slavery following the 1807 Slave 
Trade Act. Here blackness comes to represent an ethically 
viable form of women's autonomy that doesn't necessarily 
unsettle the established social order even as it challenges 
the mercantile logic of sexual hierarchy represented by the 
corrupt marriage market. In fact, by validating women's 
autonomy in the context of middle-class ethics, Austen 
suggests that such autonomy is a prerequisite of social 



stability. Chapter two explores how Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning's three antislavery poems--"The Runaway Slave at 
Pilgrim's Point" (1847/1848), "Hiram Powers' Greek Slave" 
(1850), and "A Curse for a Nation" (1855/1866)--extend 
beyond the issue of American slavery to address British 
racism. Representing blackness as a signifier of artistic 
creativity, the poems aesthetically challenge essentialist 
notions of black inferiority in a mid-Victorian society 
troubled by post-abolition economic decline and colonial 
unrest in the British West Indies. EBB's antislavery poems 
thus work to liberate blackness from the chains of racial 
essentialism and draw on black performativity to expand the 
language of the poet's social criticism. Chapter three 
investigates Mary Seacole's performative identity in her 
travel narrative, Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in 
Many Lands (1857). Knowing her Victorian readers will be 
predisposed to read her mixed-race body as a marker of 
otherness, Seacole plays with their belief in ways that de-
essentialize race: first, she disrupts whiteness as a racial 
signifier ontologically grounded in skin color by portraying 
her successful performance of the idealized English mother 
in the Crimea. Seacole then represents her physical 
"blackness" as a marker of life-saving hybrid medicine, a 
cultural signifier that revises racist notions of identity. In 
the process, she exposes Englishness as an unstable marker 
of identity that can be performed by people of different 
races. Chapter four considers how Wilkie Collins 
problematizes binaristic notions of race in Armadale (1866), 
Miss or Mrs? (1873), and The Guilty River (1886). Collins's 
radical reevaluations of racial others vis-à-vis Englishness 



and Britishness come at a time when a series of colonial 
uprisings like the Indian "Mutiny" and the Morant Bay 
rebellion exacerbated the growing acceptance of permanent 
racial hierarchies (as opposed to the older notion of 
eventual human universality). Armadale emphasizes 
blackness as a marker of sympathy--the essential element of 
English morality seldom seen in the author's time. Affirming 
blackness as the moral essence of Englishness, Miss or 
Mrs? and The Guilty River reflect Collins's growing 
frustration with the way a kind of binaristic thinking he 
challenged in Armadale continued to thrive in English 
society. These texts ultimately call for understanding 
English identity as an ongoing expression of inter-racial, 
inter-cultural reciprocity. (Abstract shortened by UMI.) 
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Abstract: My dissertation recovers the nineteenth-century 
religious practices of Jews, Catholics, and Protestants in 
Louisville, Kentucky. Additionally, a comparative analysis of 
these religious practices reveals that by the end of the 
nineteenth century in Louisville, the public practices of 
some Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish congregations had 
moved toward a refined, formalized public religiosity, while 
other congregations in those traditions protested these 
changes. By refinement, I mean a conscious effort at 
beautifying spaces and material culture as well as the 
ordering and routinization of practices themselves. Many of 
Louisville's religious congregations transformed eclectic, 
unsophisticated religiosities of the early nineteenth century 



into consciously urbane projections of their refinement. 
Louisville's nineteenth-century history lends itself 
excellently to this type of comparative study on the religious 
practices of Catholics, Protestants, and Jews. The city's 
demography and economy illustrated the westward 
migration of eastern populations in the post-Revolutionary 
and early republic and Louisville also represented growing 
regionalism and urbanization in the nineteenth-century 
United States. The pluralism of Louisville was remarkable in 
its mixture of regional origin, ethnicities, and races. The city 
had the ethnic European enclaves of a northern urban 
center, but also a substantial (slave and free) African 
American presence of a southern city. One result of this 
racial and ethnic diversity was a religious pluralism rich 
with a mixture of American, European, and "Americanized" 
religiosities. There were a variety of Catholic parishes, 
Jewish synagogues and temples, white Protestant churches 
of wide diversity, and African American churches of an 
impressive breadth. Two hundred and fifty local religious 
institutions emerged in Louisville, Kentucky, before 1900 
With the emphasis on the religious practices of local 
institutions in nineteenthcentury Louisville, my dissertation 
examines community formation, identity, sermons, death 
practices, hymnody, liturgy, and architecture. Thus, each 
chapter takes a specific topic (congregational formation, 
space and architecture, worship, death) and analyzes that 
topic throughout the entire nineteenth century for 
Louisville's congregations. I focus on the most public and 
ordinary elements of religious practice in nineteenth-century 
Louisville. In the coming months, a free version of this 



dissertation will appear online and available through 
common web searching. 
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Abstract: This study explored several works of historical 
fiction focused on slavery in the United States written by 
African-Americans for middle-level children. This exploration 
juxtaposed portrayals of female slaves developed by African-
American female authors with portrayals created by African-
American male authors. Historical fiction for children and 
young adults was collected and analyzed using literary 
criticism and literary theory that is interpretive in nature. 
Several key themes of the literature were identified as 
critical to understanding the slave experiences of black 
women in the United States. A combination of critical race 
theory and critical black feminism served as the theoretical 
lenses from which the portrayals were critiqued. The 
research suggested the importance of understanding the 
historical contributions of black girls and women to our 
country during the ante- and post-bellum eras. The use of 
historical fiction to supplement the social studies and 
American history curricula for middle grade youth was 
recommended. 
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Abstract: Slavery grew quickly on the western edge of the 
South. By 1860, more than one quarter of Arkansas's 
population was enslaved. While whites succeeded 
remarkably in transplanting the institution of slavery to the 
trans-Mississippi South, bondspeople used the land around 
them to achieve their own goals. Slaves capitalized on the 
abundance of uncultivated space, such as forest and 
canebrake, to temporarily escape the demanding crop 
routine, hold secret parties and religious meetings, meet 
friends, or run away for good. The Civil War created 
upheaval that undermined the slave regime but also required 
those African-Americans still in bondage to carefully 
navigate their use of the woods and "wild" spaces. 
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Abstract: The U.S. civil rights movement is almost always 
presented as an undisputed success in mainstream culture 
and educational curricula, but scholars continue to question 
whether the widespread protests against racial segregation 
and inequality that swept the nation in the 1950s and 1960s 
led to meaningful economic, or social change. These 
criticisms extend to shifts in popular culture and the 
emergence of rock and roll music, which, as many 
contemporary critics noted, were areas where racial 
integration had already occurred. Since rock and roll 
emerged from both African-American and European-
American cultural traditions, it introduced both black and 
white listeners to sounds and styles indicative of different 



racial backgrounds that were simultaneously integrated 
with musical elements that were still familiar to them. This 
new genre helped to encourage cross-racial identification 
among some young listeners. In "Deliver Me From the Days 
of Old: Rock and Roll Music, Youth Culture, and the Civil 
Rights Movement," I argue that rock and roll music 
converged with widespread media coverage of civil rights 
activism to encourage support for the desegregation of 
public spaces and moderate racial equality among certain 
groups of middle-class white and black teenagers during the 
1950s and 1960s. Many historians agree that rock and roll 
had the potential to disrupt racial divisions, but that music 
industry exploitation, as well as persistent political and 
economic oppression that overtook cultural integration, 
prevented it from doing so. Others note a correlation 
between changing racial politics and the birth of rock and 
roll, but do not explicitly show how this genre, and the 
decisions teenagers made to embrace it, emerged within a 
civil rights context that promoted integration as a positive 
change. While all of these historians offer insight into the 
origins of rock and roll, their accounts ignore the fact that 
teenage rock and roll fans made their own decisions about 
music and culture that were informed by, and contributed to, 
the emergence of a national movement for racial integration. 
When these decisions are ignored, the origin story of rock 
and roll music becomes one of exploitation rather than one 
of cultural integration. Although many rock and roll fans did 
not become politically active in the civil rights movement, 
they were not the passive consumers of popular culture that 
they are often depicted as. The choices they made to listen 



to and embrace this music and the artists who performed it 
constitute a form of political consciousness in light of the 
strict censures that existed in both the North and the South 
against racial integration. Since most rock and roll fans did 
not flock to sit-ins or voter registration drives, many 
scholars have assumed that the music's appeal was mostly 
aesthetic, and that teenagers who did not explicitly 
participate in movement activities were fairly apolitical. And 
yet, the ways they acted and communicated in both public 
and private spaces during this period indicates a shift in 
thinking that is in keeping with moderate civil rights goals. 
But this viewpoint ignores the changing attitudes and 
behaviors exhibited by many people born during and after 
World War Two, which ultimately led to at least tacit support 
for the desegregation of public spaces and moderate racial 
equality among black and white youth. Black teenagers 
usually supported actions against segregation, and often 
suffered the direct repercussions when entering previously 
all-white schools or breaking racial barriers at concert halls. 
Most stated that they would only work for integration if they 
were treated with full respect and dignity, not if they were 
expected to adjust to white norms. White youth were not as 
aware of the challenges facing their black contemporaries, 
but many were eager to resist conformist Cold War culture 
and politics, the expansion of the military-industrial 
complex, unregulated capitalist development, and overt 
racial segregation and discrimination, even outside of 
traditional Southern boundaries. Rock and roll music 
therefore helped young people to talk about race relations 
and discrimination in both public and private spaces, and to 



challenge racial norms during the civil rights movement. 
Even though racial discrimination and structural racism did 
not disappear, this new middle ground, shaped by a popular 
new art form, helped young people of both races find ways 
to communicate across supposedly rigid racial lines. 
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Abstract: After several centuries of slavery and half a 
century of formal caste subordination, in the three decades 
following WWII, hundreds of thousands of black people in the 
United States participated in insurgent social movements. In 
the years immediately following WWII, Black Anti-
colonialists petitioned the United Nations for international 
military intervention against lynching in the U.S., and 
mobilized street protests, asserting common cause with 
liberation struggles in Africa and Asia, challenging President 
Truman's global leadership and aiming to split the 
Democratic Party. After a period of quiescence, in the late 
1950s and early 1960s, civil rights activists, calling for equal 
and integrated participation in the U.S., challenged de facto 
disenfranchisement and physically defied the legal and 
customary segregation of public spaces through nonviolent 
civil disobedience. And in the late 1960s, revolutionary black 
nationalists denied the legitimacy of U.S. governance 
generally, mobilizing parallel government at the community 
level, establishing "diplomatic relations" with socialist 
States from China and N. Vietnam to Algeria and Cuba, and 



engaging in armed confrontation with police. What were the 
causes and consequences of Black Liberation Struggle, 
1945-1975? When considered in terms of practices, Black 
Liberation Struggle 1945-1975 followed three distinct 
phases - Black Anti-colonialism in the late 1940s, the civil 
rights movement in the early 1960s, and Black revolutionary 
nationalism in the late 1960s. In each movement, a distinct 
and relatively coherent set of insurgent practices emerged, 
rapidly proliferated, and then subsided. Not only were the 
practices different, but the "indigenous institutions" and 
social networks upon which these movements built were 
largely distinct, and the political allies of one were often 
political enemies of another. Building on the insights of the 
political process tradition, yet seeking to transcend its 
limitations, I advance a new, more truly processual theory of 
social movements which I dub "pathways of insurgency 
theory". I show that when insurgents develop a set of 
practices which is highly disruptive and difficult to repress 
in a given historic context, they open a pathway of 
insurgency, and mobilization proliferates in terms of those 
insurgent practices. 
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Abstract: In 1840, Dr. John Mackall Brome inherited his 
father's plantation along the St. Mary's River in St. Mary's 
County, Maryland. Over the ensuing decades, Brome built his 



plantation into one of the largest in Southern Maryland, both 
in acreage and slaveholdings. By the Civil War, his 
plantation landscape had been entirely rebuilt, and was 
home to over 60 enslaved African Americans. This 
dissertation examines how Brome managed his plantation 
during and after slavery, and how African Americans used, 
reused, modified, and changed the plantation landscape to 
survive their bondage and define their freedom after slavery. 
Examining the transition from slavery to freedom has 
received limited attention in archaeological analysis, and 
this research introduces a model for understanding the 
transition through the plantation landscape. The landscape 
was a critical form of control developed by planters to 
efficiently produce archaeological crops and manage 
enslaved laborers. This system, in place for centuries in the 
American South, was entirely reformed after the 
emancipation of African Ameri- can laborers. This study will 
examine how Brome's strategy for managing his labor 
changed over time, and how African Americans leveraged 
their newfound freedom to define their freedom and 
establish independence. This transition is particularly 
unique in Maryland, which sided with the Union during the 
Civil War, and which underwent multiple changes in its 
agricultural economy throughout the 19th century, 
transitioning from tobacco to wheat to meat and dairy 
production. This complicates the traditional narrative of 
post-Emancipation agricultural relationships between blacks 
and whites, as Marylander's began producing less labor 
intensive crops. Meanwhile, African Americans used their 
new freedoms to change the way they used space to 



organize their households, build families, and establish 
communities on and off the plantation. A number of spheres 
will be interrogated to understand how space was used 
before and after slavery. The plantation will be considered 
as a whole to understand the way the built environment 
changed through time, including Brome's plantation redesign 
during the 1840s and its decline through the rest of the 
century. Brome's use of this landscape to establish control 
of his slaves and demonstrate his power to his peers will be 
examined, and how this was effected by the Civil War and 
Emancipation. For African Americans, a number of spaces 
on the plantation will be examined, including the plantation 
proper, the African American domestic sphere, work areas 
including the manor home, and the wilderness to provide 
insight into the way that African Americans used space 
differently after Emancipation. These spaces will be 
considered in the context of household formation and 
community building, extending to areas off the plantation. 
This research demonstrates that Brome used his landscape 
as a means of controlling his en- slaved laborers and to 
demonstrate his power through a performative space to his 
peers. The regular presence of Union soldiers during the 
Civil War, crippled his control, and provided the necessary 
cracks for enslaved laborers to resist their bondage and gain 
freedom. After the War, Brome's agricultural pursuits 
transition from large sharecropping towards less labor 
intensive crops and investments in the railroad, resulting in 
the reduction of his plantation size by the 1880s. Enslaved 
African Americans reused plantation spaces to create 
alternate plantation landscapes. They modified their 



households to mitigate the effects of slavery, and used 
space on and off the plantation to build communities. After 
the Civil War, African American reconstituted their families 
into households, and began to separate their community 
spaces from the white landscape. Instead of reusing space 
on the plantation, they instead created independent spaces 
where they could practice family, household and community 
interactions. 
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Abstract: Problem Many historically Black colleges and 
universities (HBCUs) are experiencing major challenges in 
meeting accreditation requirements. Without good 
accreditation status they are in jeopardy of losing student 
enrollment and facing closure. Concern about accreditation 
has become a growing topic of interest within the African 
American higher education community. This study explored 
the topic by looking at some of the historical origins of the 
accreditation movement in HBCUs. It uses various 
experiences of two higher education organizations to detail 
some of the original challenges and the impact on HBCUs 
from regional accreditation. It focuses on HBCUs through 
the time period 1920-1940. This time period was selected as 
it is considered a crucial time for two premier colleges 
selected for this study. Tuskegee Institute and Atlanta 
University modeled the industrial and classical curriculum, 
respectively. These two curriculum models were the most 



common models utilized in HBCUs. Understanding the role 
that accreditation may have played on HBCUs and their 
curricula, particularly teacher education programs, is 
critical when one considers the far-reaching influence 
African American teachers had on their community. 
Analyzing the interaction of the regional accreditation 
organization, the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS), and the approval processes of these 
schools highlights the forces shaping these schools, these 
teachers, and later their community. The role of 
accreditation in this process, primarily regional 
accreditation, will be specifically detailed. Method This 
study used a problem-oriented historical approach to 
research. It formulated a question generally prompted by 
reading secondary sources in a historiography, then 
evaluated primary sources in order to draw conclusions for 
this initial reading. While the purpose, statement, and 
objectives emerged from an extensive review of the 
literature, the historical method was utilized and the 
research stayed close to primary and secondary data 
sources related specifically to HBCUs and higher education. 
Results The accreditation process was a catalyst for 
curricula changes in the teacher education programs at 
Tuskegee Institute. Furthermore, social, economic, political, 
and racial hegemonic forces were apparent in these 
curricula changes at the institution. The impetus for 
curriculum changes at Atlanta University ranged from 
meeting student and African American community needs to 
remaining current with national educational trends. 
Although governmental, state, and private organizations 



urged HBCUs toward the vocational curriculum, regional 
accreditors such as the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools (SACS) did not endorse a particular curriculum 
model. Conclusions First, accreditation standards influenced 
the Tuskegee Institute's teacher education curriculum. 
Second, Tuskegee employed the accreditation movement to 
strengthen the academic curriculum of the teacher 
education program which allowed them to avoid pejorative 
repercussions by not strictly adhering to the Tuskegee-
Hampton curriculum model, an education that combined 
cultural uplift with moral and manual training. Third, 
accreditation did not influence schools to adopt any 
particular curriculum model. Fourth, economic, social, and 
political realities provided an impetus for the adoption and 
maintenance of the Tuskegee-Hampton curriculum model. 
Significant federal, state, and private funding directly 
impacted the teacher education program at Tuskegee. 
Finally, social motivations such as the needs of the African 
American community and norms of educational practices 
influenced teacher education curriculum changes at Atlanta 
University. 
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Abstract: This project compares key ways in which authors 
from diverse ethnic and regional groups used literature to 
argue for separate sovereignty and citizenship as the United 



States expanded its hold across the continent and beyond in 
the nineteenth century. I trace surprising connections 
between works by Native American nationalists, African 
American separatists, and Confederate women writers. I 
argue that writers such as John Ross, Elias Boudinot, Martin 
R. Delany, Augusta Evans, and Sutton Griggs revise 
dominant American understandings of citizenship by 
imagining national communities built not solely upon a 
Lockean social contract but upon revised contracts that 
include values such as the collective ownership of land, 
resuscitation of suppressed cultures, and revalorization of 
women's work. This work builds on insights of scholars who 
have expanded our concept of American literary networks 
beyond national borders as well as on the demand for 
understanding both the plurality and interconnectedness of 
literary traditions on this continent. 
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Abstract: This dissertation explores how Britons used their 
experiences raising five of the most prolific European 
animals..cows, sheep, horses, pigs, and dogs..to understand, 
implement, and question the enslavement of humans in 
America between 1550 and 1815. Expanding the 
historiographical boundaries of slave and animal histories, I 
argue that whites put Africans into bondage as an outgrowth 
of their divine sanction to "improve" nature, to turn wild and 



unproductive beasts into tame and useful ones. This process 
was far from static. As farmers and agricultural improvers 
developed new, more rigorously mercantile, ways of relating 
to livestock at the center of the British Empire, they shaped 
and were shaped by a growing commodification of slaves on 
the peripheries. Beginning in the seventeenth century and 
continuing with breeding experiments with sheep in the 
eighteenth, herd animals in Britain were transformed from 
individual servants on the farm into aggregates, vast 
collectives of living meat. Horses and dogs saw their 
conditions improve, but they too were increasingly bred for 
profit and specialized labor. While colonists were slow to 
adopt British innovations as they related to animals, they 
supported and appropriated them in their interactions with 
Africans. As early as the sixteenth century, explorers and 
artists characterized Africans as wild and unproductive 
animals whom whites had a duty to make useful and 
profitable. Colonial officials, first in Barbados and then in the 
Chesapeake and Lowcountry, extended these arguments to 
the legal realm, often placing servants and slaves in the 
same categories as livestock. And planters increasingly 
treated slaves as equivalent units of financial production, 
replaceable cogs in massive and lucrative plantation 
machines. As Britons on both sides of the Atlantic saw the 
improvement of nature as a mercantile rather than moral 
endeavor, and thus treated slaves as commodities, 
eighteenth- and early nineteenthcentury century 
humanitarian reformers came to criticize slavery and animal 
cruelty alike. 
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