Leonardo Della Sera

University of Pittsburgh, Department of History, 3702 Wesley W. Posvar Hall, Pittsburgh, PA 15260
Email: lad285@pitt.edu; leonardodellasera@gmail.com

Education

Ph.D. History, University of Pittsburgh (in progress) expected: 2031
M.A. History, University of Padua 2024
B.A. Political Sciences and International Relations, University of Perugia 2021

Relevant Work Experiences

Podcaster - Content Creator - Journalist (history-themed) (2023-ongoing)
Liberi, Oltre Le Illusioni

Digital Archivist 2025
State Archives of Perugia

Research Assistant - Archival Digitization Project 2022-2023
University of Padua / National School of Mines of Saint-Etienne

Publications

“The Panama Canal Turning Point: The Negotiations of May 1977.” Journal of Latin American
Studies (November 2025): 1-24. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X25101181.

“For a Fistful of Dollars: An Appropriate Compensation for the Exploitation of the Panama
Canal.” Iberoamericana — Nordic Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies 54
(November 2025): 107-117. https://doi.org/10.16993/iberoamericana.694.

Fellowships and Grants

Field Research Grant (for the United States, Panama, and Italy), Center for Latin American
Studies, University of Pittsburgh (Summer 2026).

Arts & Sciences Graduate Fellowship, Kenneth P. Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences,
Department of History, University of Pittsburgh (2025-26,).

Ongoing Mobility Scholarship (Grant) (for Panama and the United States), Department of
Historical and Geographical Sciences and the Ancient World, University of Padua (Fall
2023).



Conferences and Presentations

Conference papers:

“The United States, Panama, and the Economic Negotiations Surrounding the Canal,” Three
Rivers Graduate History Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, 27-28 March 2026.

»

“With Suspicious Minds: The Arduous Task of Negotiating the Panama Canal Treaties,
Graduate Student Conference, Athens, OH, 21 March 2026.

“Overcoming Mutual Distrust: Cultural and Linguistic Challenges in the Panama Canal Treaty
Negotiations,” Middle Atlantic Council of Latin American Studies (MACLAS), California,
PA, 13-14 March 2026.

Conference organization:
Three Rivers Graduate History Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, 27-28 March 2026.
Panel organization:

“Empire, Diplomacy, and U.S. Power in the Americas,” panelfor the MACLAS, California, PA, 13-
14 March 2026.

Languages

Italian / English / Spanish / German (reading)



